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Prologue

On the 3" of December 2005, we celebrated the 30* anniversary of renowned Hong Kong interior designer Kenneth Ko’s company in Shanghai. Over
1,000 guests — architects, interior designers, real estate developers and students from design institutes — and 50 press members attended. After the
event, the Deputy Editor-in-chief Mr. Fu Ning from the Liaoning Science and Technology Publishing House said to me that a designer with such clout in both

China and Hong Kong is no doubt unique and hence it would be his pleasure to be able to work with him and publish his latest portfolio of works.

In the year that followed, Mr. Ko continued his life as a globetrotter. His passion and energetic spirits towards his work and his life form his charisma, as

well as lead him to not only expand his designs into 36 Chinese cities, but also into other businesses such as a café, noodle house and gym.
His vigour also greatly influences those around him, such as his Shenzhen business partner, Mr. Chen Yu Hong. Mr. Chen gave up his family business and has
been working and traveling with Mr. Ko for the past five years — an experience that has opened his eyes to a whole new world and has since transformed

him from a mere merchant to a cultured and refined businessmen.

Another person deeply influenced by Mr. Ko is the Project Manager in Mr. Ko’s Shenzhen office, Mr. Zhang Dong Ping. He is an honest and straightforward

man, and appreciates the opportunity to work with Mr. Ko even through the busiest times.

Urban life often leads us to forget to think deeply — we concentrate solely on results, but rarely on the process. But Mr. Ko places great emphasis on it,

through bringing young designers under him around the world and offering them a truly international and macro perspective on design.

This book focuses on showflats designed by Mr. Ko. Because of his input, these residential projects have recorded spectacular sales, and their prices have
often shot high above developers’ expectations. One might think of him as a developer’s best helper, or an enemy of the consumer and the government,
but this question would certainly be up for debate...

Thank Mr. Steve Mok for taking photographs and Miss Piera Chen etc. for translating.

Angela Tong
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Only two types of villas exist in Chongging: Nanshan villas and non-Nanshan villas. A gift bestowed by the god to the people of Chongging, the Nanshan
ol > p o
Mountains stretches over seven million square metres, which is linked by a number of peaks ranging from 400 to 680 metres above sea level, and is

connected to the Yangtze River, constituting a most beautiful veil of green for Chongging.

The rich cultural history of Chongqing has allowed Nanshan to breed the most unique literati and hold the precious remains of several European countries’

embassy buildings. The multilayered cultural landscape easily becomes everyone’s centre of attention.

Nanshan is your sentimental link to life.

The Chongqing GaoShanLiuShui Villas are situated on the high, fertile lands of Nanshan, allowing a bird’s eye view of the entire city. Block | of the villas
features apartments and American-style townhouses, and block 2 is a series of classic, detached villas. GaoShanLiuShui inherits the Chinese tradition of
fusing architecture into its surrounding landscape, creating an organic and humanising community. Block 2 makes the most of the scenic views of the

surrounding lakes and mountains, allowing the individual villas to be linked by the natural landscape.

Mr. Ko is the designer of the block 2 showflat, which takes on an European minimalistic style. Warm colours dominate the interiors, which emphasize an
open and flowing spatial arrangement. The clean and expansive interior space fully satisfies any functional need, while at the same time, it incorporates many
details such as European wooden carvings, columns, and sculptures. The design’s elegant and majestic style articulates the intimate relationship between

details in the architecture and life, and hence it allows residents to get a taste of the European lifestyle. Crema travertine is used throughout the villa,

including its column carvings, along with the crystal chandeliers and minimalistic glass dining tables, which subtly create a pan-European ambiance.
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