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SEBASTIAN and his sister Viola, a young gentleman and lady
of Messaline, were twins, and (which was accounted a great
wonder) from their birth they so much resembled each other, that,
but for the difference in their dress, they could not be known apart.
They were both born in one hour, and in one hour they were both
in danger of perishing, for they were shipwrecked on the coast of
Illyria, as they were making a sea-voyage together. The ship, on
board of which they were, split on a rock in a violent storm, and a
very small number of the ship’s company escaped with their lives.
The captain of the vessel, with a few of the sailors that were saved,
got to land in a small boat, and with them they brought Viola safe
on shore, where she, poor lady, instead of rejoicing at her own
deliverance, began to lament her brother’s loss; but the captain
comforted her with the assurance that he had seen her brother,
when the ship split, fasten himself to a strong mast, on which, as
long as he could see any thing of him for the distance, he perceived
him borne up above the waves. Viola was much consoled by the
hope this account gave her, and now considered how she was to
dispose of herself in a strange country, so far from home; and she
asked the captain if he knew any thing of Illyria.

“Ay, very well, madam,” replied the captain, “for I was born

not three hours’ travel from this place.”
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“Who governs here?” said Viola. The captain told lex, Illyria
was governed by Orsino, a duke noble in nature as well as dignity.

Viola said, she had heard her father speak of Orsino, and that
he was unmarried then.

“And he is so now,” said the captain; “or was so very lately,
for, but a month ago, I went from here, and then it was the general
talk (as you know what great ones do, the people will prattle of)
that Orsino sought the love of fair Olivia, a virtuous maid, the
daughter of a count who died twelve months ago, leaving Olivia to
the protection of her brother, who shortly after died also; and for
the love of this dear brother, they say, she has abjured the sight
and company of men.”

Viola, who was herself in such a sad affliction for her brother’s
loss, wished she could live with this lady, who so tenderly mourned
a brother’s death. She asked the captain if he could introduce her
to Olivia, saying she would willingly serve this lady. But he replied,
this would be a hard thing to accomplish, because the lady Olivia
would admit no person into her house since her brother’s death, not
even the duke himself. Then Viola formed another project in her
mind, which was, 1n a man’s habit, to serve the duke Orsino as a

page. It was a strange fancy in a young lady to put on male attire,

004



R U BRAE h META VR o7 AR RAL L, MK G IR UL
FRETRE AR M E RGBT FELABRE,
Bl B Ut AR T AL R LA O B, A A AR A 4R 58
RBLIE
“MWREREAW,” KK, “EL-TANEERSE,
HERAIILERRHE, AMIBAERLEABHF (RAEA
MERRELEEVOCERAYH—%—3)), RRFKIERE
BRI M RF LG IE DL, R -MABRLTIL,
AR —FRsld T, BT R0 b B A R, AR
MBER U TFRIEAERT, AMEMN T 8wk REE
HEH, TEMEREFRRABA, EABMBEALRE,”
BERIEZXERZE, REREMXZLLEE—
&b, TR & W IE 9 BB RO A, i R AT R A
W WA RFAE W, MU mREEEFERL, HEMKUL
FMMEND, BARALG/NMIANTRERZE, NEE
WERBEIASAN, EEEABAAMB AL, Ko RALOE
NAET N, BRRBFELYLABHENE, iE—14F

005




