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1. Leaders & Statesmen 4ii 5 A 54 %

They led this country to greatness in many ways.

1 « William Jennings Bryan g « &7 #r « fidi A

Born on March 19,1860, William Jennings Bryan was
a gifted speaker, lawyer, three-time presidential
candidate, and devout Protestant.! Although he was born
in Salem,” lllinois, Bryan made his career in Nebraska
politics. He won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1890.° A tireless defender of the small farmer and
laborer, Bryan worked closely with the Populist Party,' a
group of poor Midwestern and Southern farmers who suffered
economically due to low prices for their crops, which they
blamed on Northeastern business interests.” Bryan's
efforts on behalf of® farmers and laborers (the so-called
“common” people) earned him the title the “Great
Commoner”. He died on July 26,1925,

1) William Jennings Bryan Supported Many Causes

After William Jennings Bryan resigned' as President
Wilson's secretary of state,” he resumed® his place as one
of the most important members of the Democratic Party.
He strongly advocated women's suffrage.' His efforts, as
well as others, led to the passage of the 19th Amendment,
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which guaranteed women a vote in elections. Do you
know when women finally got this right?

Not until 1920 did all women have the right to vote.
Bryan also worked on other issues important to him
during his lifetime. He championed such causes as the
popular election of senators,” an income tax® in which the
rich pay more than the poor, the creation of a U.S.
Department of Labor,” and the prohibition of the
production and sale of alcoholic beverages.® He also
fought for the farmers of America. What effect do you
think Bryan's efforts had on America?

Bryan's efforts had a lasting influence’, even after he
was no longer active in the Democratic Party. His belief
in the power of the government to right wrongs and
injustices' and to guarantee the rights of all Americans is
seen in programs like Franklin Delano Roosevelt's New
Deal initiatives."" This program helped lift the country out
of the Great Depression'* that followed the stock market
crash of 1929,

2) William Jennings Bryan and the Free Silver Movement

William Jennings Bryan was a determined man.' He
ran for the presidency’ three times as the Democratic
Party candidate—in 1896, 1900 and 1908—and lost all
three times. Nevertheless, many of his ideas have taken
hold.* Why? In many cases, it was because of Bryan's
skills as an orator, or public speaker.

Bryan had the ability to persuade people to think as
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he did. In 1896 Bryan was able to persuade the Democrats
that paper currency', money, did not need to be
“backed’” by gold.

What exactly did he mean that money did not need
to be “backed” by gold? Bryan did not think it was
necessary for the United States to hold in reserve® an
amount of gold equal in value to all the paper money in
circulation.” Bryan wanted the United States to use silver to
back the dollar at a value that would inflate the prices
farmers received for their crops, easing their debt burden.®
This position was known as the Free Silver Movement. °

At the Democratic National Convention in 1896,
Bryan not only persuaded his party that he was right, he
also secured the Democrats’ nomination for the
presidency with his skills as a speaker. Can you guess
how Bryan's beliefs about money affected his campaign?

Bryan's opponent, Republican William McKinley,
beat Bryan at his own game."° His campaign raised far
more money than Bryan's did and he was able to
persuade voters that dropping the “gold standard”'' would
lead to inflation,” rising prices for goods and services.
McKinley convinced the people that the Free Silver
Movement was a bad idea. As a result, McKinley won
the election with 7. 1 million votes to Bryan’s 6.5 million.
But that didn’t stop cartoonists from drawing pictures in
which Bryan blows away his rivall®®
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|
3) William Jennings Bryan and His Principles

William Jennings Bryan was a man who lived by his
principles.' He was not afraid to take an unpopular stand’
on an issue. Although Bryan lost three presidential elections,
he did become secretary of state in President Woodrow

_ Wilson’s administration in 1913. As a peacemaker, he

« negotiated treaties with 30 nations in which they agreed to
investigate all disputes with other nations rather than go to
war. Although Bryan did not always get his way,’ he
remained firm in what he believed in.

Bryan strongly opposed imperialism,' the extension of
one nation’s power over other countries. But President
Y Wilson believed that the United States had interests in
‘ Latin America and that American influence over these
nations was important to the security of the United
States. The president ordered more U. S. involvement® in
Latin America than Bryan believed was necessary. When
World War [ erupted in Europe in 1914, Bryan faced one
of the greatest challenges to his beliefs.

Bryan's beliefs were put to the test when a German
submarine sank the British ship Lusitania® in 1915. More
than 100 Americans on board were killed. President
a0 Wilson wrote a letter that strongly condemned’ the

German attack. Bryan feared that if he signed the letter,

B &

it would provoke war with Germany.® Rather than sign it,
he resigned.
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¥ King Kamehameha [ 34 Eml—1iit ¥

King Kamehameha [, also known as Kamehameha
. the Great, was the head of a dynasty (a succession of
rulers from the same family) that ruled the Hawaiian
islands for more than a century. The exact date of his
birth is not yet known, but it is said that he was born
between 1740 and 1758. Legend has it' that he was born
at the time of the appearance of Halley’s comet’ and that
this was a sign that he would rise to greatness.’ The name
Kamehameha means “the one set apart”.! He died on May
8,1819.

1) King of All Hawaii

King Kamehameha [ was an autocratic' ruler, one
who rules without any limits to his or her power. In
America, the system of rule is democratic, the people
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rule through their elected representatives. Although
Kamehameha answered to’ no one, he did establish a
system of governors for each of Hawaii's islands.

Kamehameha maintained Hawaii's harsh system of
laws, called kapu , but he also established another
system to protect his people. It was called mamalahoe
kanawai , or the “Law of the Splintered Paddle”.’ This law
protected the common people from the brutality’ of other
chiefs. The King also outlawed a cruel ritual that was
practiced at the time.’

The ritual was human sacrifice’ and it was performed
in Hawaii to honor the king by increasing his mana , or
sacred power.” Kamehameha [ is considered to be
Hawaii's strongest ruler and truly deserving of® the title
Kamehameha the Great.

f 2) The Dynasty of Kamehameha

King Kamehameha [ was a smart ruler who
amassed a fortune and made Hawaii a desirable prize for
foreign explorers.! He was the one who united all the
Hawaiian islands and founded the royal dynasty’ that
}  ruled them for years. He established a government
monopoly in the sandalwood® trade, and he collected
duties * (charges) from visiting ships. Kamehameha was
a strong and able king, but his successors® were not as
strong as him and ultimately were not able to resist
European efforts to control the islands

Kamehameha [, the second king in the Kamehameha
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line, gave much of the responsibility for ruling Hawaii to
one of his father’s wives, Kaahumanu.® He abolished the
harsh system of government rule and allowed American
missionaries on the islands.” When he died in 1824, his
younger brother, Kamehameha [ , succeeded him at the
age of only 11. What would it be like to be a king at the
age of 117

For the first seven years of his rule, most of
Kamehameha [ 's duties as King were carried out by his
father's wife, Kaahumanu. Once Kaahumanu died, in
1832, Kamehameha 1[I went on to rule until 1854. He
introduced a constitutional form of government and adopled
Hawaii's first written constitution in 1840. °

Two other kings, called Kamehameha IV and V,
succeeded the boy king, followed by two other royal

rulers who were not part of the Kamehameha family. The
last royal ruler of Hawaii was Queen Liliuokalani, who
died in 1917. In 1898, the United States acquired
Hawaii, and in 1959 it became the 50th state.

3) A Boy Becomes a King

Hawaii is the only state in America that was once
ruled by a king who was also a native. The most famous
of these kings was Kamehameha [, also known as
Kamehameha the Great. Shortly after Kamehameha was
born, a priest warned his grandfather, King Alapai,' of
the birth of a “rebel infant” who would be a slayer’ of
chiefs. Taking the priest’s advice, the King ordered that
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his grandchild be killed upon birth. Instead, priests hid
the King’s grandson, the infant Kamehameha, in a cave,
and he was raised in secret by a childless couple

After a few years, King Alapai found out that the
child had been saved and he allowed the young
Kamehameha to return to court. By the 1780s,
Kamehameha was an important chief. He served as an
aide’ to his uncle, King Kalaniopuu,' who died in 1782. At
the time, the island of Hawaii (the largest of the islands
that make up the state of Hawaii today) was divided
between Kamehameha and King Kalaniopuu's son,
Kiwalao.” War broke out between supporters of the two
men, and Kiwalao was killed. Kamehameha was
victorious.

Kamehameha also won wars on the other Hawaiian
islands, and by 1810, he had united all of the islonds;
Two of his sons succeeded him after his death in 1819.

These sons became Kamehameha [ and Kamehameha T[.

3. George Catlett Marshall i - £H I - 8

Born in Pennsylvania, on December 31, 1880, George
Catlett Marshall was a soldier best remembered for what he
did for peace. Marshall developed his leadership skills at
the Virginia Military Institute' in Lexington, Virginia. As a
junior Army officer, Marshall earned a reputation for blunt
honesty and brilliant problem-solving.? He held important
posts during World War [, and in World War [, Marshall
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became head of the Army. After the war, Marshall put
his problem-solving skills to an even more important use.
As secretary of state, he convinced Congress to give
Europe $ 13 billion to help rebuild. This very popular
“Marshall Plan”® brought hope and peace to many
nations. For his great achievement, Marshall received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953. He died on October 16,
19569.

1) George Marshall and the Marshall Plan

After World War [, George Marshall thought his
service to his country was over. He was wrong. The day
after his retirement in 1945, President Harry S. Truman'
asked Marshall to go to China for a diplomatic mission,’
and in January 1947, the Truman appointed Marshall as
secretary of state. In this new job, Marshall toured war-
torn Europe that winter and was shocked by what he
discovered. *

In Europe, Marshall saw families and children who
had no shelter, no food, and no hope. The terrible
fighting had ended, but the devastation' of war
remained. Marshall was a student of history. He knew
desperate people often do desperate things.” He knew the
United States had to act quickly to prevent another war.
But what could the country do?

Marshall returned to the United States with a bold
new idea. In a speech at Harvard University, he urged
Americans to help the people of Europe. He then worked




