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About the Author

Zhang Benying, a famous writer and free copywriter in Beijing,
have delivered many articles in journals and newspapers in
his part time from 1970s. Then in 1990s, he focused his mind on
the Beijing culture research. After collecting information, in-
vestigating in nature for years, he wrote more than 300 articles
which involved the customs, the past life, the fabulous story,
civil culture,imperial garden, the residence of celebrity ,
religion, Peking Opera and Perfomings, etc.
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Yelv Chucai Ancestral Temple
East Side of Kunming Lake, Inner the Summer Palace
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On the east side of the beautiful Kunmin Lake
in the Summer Palace, Beijing, there is a several-
meters-high henna tomb, where the famous grand
councilor Yelv Chucai of Yuan Dynasty(1271-
1368) and his wife Sue were buried.

Yelv Chucai was not only a loyal official who
assisted the imperator in the Yuan government
but also a remarkable politician representative
for the landed class of the Han Nationality, and
he has been contributed greatly to the construc-
tion of the centralism, the prosperous economic,
education and talents selection in the Yuan
Government. In the 30 years assisting Emperor
Taizu and Taizong of Yuan Dynasty, Yelv Chucai
focused on his duty and made plenty of creative
suggestions to the construction of the country.
He was aware of the advantage of the Mongolian
Nationality in their military affairs as the nomad
group and the disadvantage in developing the
country and the economic. Based on his
understanding, he made several practical and
also creative policies for developing the country
and helping the citizens. Such as after the Yuan
Government unified the country, he suggested
the government should have a different policies
to the Army and the Citizens.He was firmly

against and stopped the impractical idea to change



O AR BIENEREBM LR
The Statue of Yelv Chuchai Sculpted in Qing Dynasty
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the fertile land into rangeland, proposed by the
noble class in the Yuan government, and his
attitude towards changing the land avoided a
disaster for destroying the very important social
productivity, the land. He also constituted a rea-
sonable national taxation system, which inhib-
ited extorting excessive taxes and levies from a
small group of the land class to the poor farmers,
and lightened the farmers’ heavy burden.

Yelv Chucai died in his 55 due to the disease at
Mongolian tableland Camp on 20th June, 1244.
According to his will, the Yuan Governor sent
his body back his hometown Yanjing(Beijing
now) and buried him by the Jar Hill (Wengshan)
Lake at the foot of Yuquan Mountain(Kunming
Lake in the Summer Palace now). After the Yuan
Dynasty was overthrown, civilians in the begin-
ning of Ming Dynasty destroyed Yelv Chucai’s
Ancestral Temple completely because of their
angry and dissatisfaction towards the Mongolian

Nationality gubernatorial and the governors. At

. the 15th year of Emperor Qianlong in Qing

Dynasty), workers found Yelv Chucai’ s coffin
accidentally when they were proceeding
Qianlong’ s order to construct Qingyi Garden

near Jar Hill, and they reported to Emperor
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Tomb of Yelv Chuchai(Early of 20th Centrury)
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Yelv Chuchai in Official Clothes
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Qianlong. Emperor Qianlong was aware of the
similarity of the foundation of Qing Dynasty and
Yuan Dynasty(both the Minority Nationality
Regime), so he made a big compliment to Yelv
Chucai’s contribution to the common people
and also had an order to build a fancy Ancestral

Temple to honor and memorize Yelv Chucai’s

achievements. That is the story of Yelv Chucai’s

Tomb and his Ancestral Temple.

Yelv Chucai’ s tomb became the famous relic
in the western Beijing Area more than once.
People came to visit and ponder on Yelv Chucai
and left many poems. Now the tomb only has the
tomb itself and three halls, which were rebuilt in
Guangxu(Also an emperor of Qing Dynasty)
Period. Three northern halls are the center of the
Tomb and there is a stone statue (a stone man) in
the yard. The stone man used to be put in front of
the tomb, and people pushed it into the water
because they found firebugs often stayed at the eye
of the stone man, which was considered to be an
evil sign.The stone man was found and put in the
yard many years later. People can also find a stele

which was built in Qianlong period, several old

pine trees and also some stone desks and steles.
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History of Jin, Compiled by Yelv Chuchai



