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SEIX1S
THXEBI N A Vote Against Computers f{E S — i BAH A FEH
BIRZEAESC . EXEW R AR . Al FRRSE . BEmutit Mgk mmy
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HRERER.
A Vote Against Computers

I was excited when my English composition instructor announced that
computers would be a major part of our writing course. I was even thrilled
while touring the new computer lab to see all the magical-looking machines
with their glowing green screens. The machines hummed as if they were a-
live. I thought to myself excitedly, “We’re living in the middle of the com-
puter revolution, and here’s my chance to get on board. ” But three
months later, I’ve had some second thoughts. I now believe that comput-
ers are by no means a good idea in the writing classroom. It does not help
me plan a paper, it requires too much time and trouble to use, and it has
changed our instructor from a teacher to a mere technician.

.%3?&% € 8 8 065 85O0 0669 ED 606N DOOGES S OEE00SE0SeOESE
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%m&, FAERIZBERN=-OEHF AR ZaES THEXBNXR.

Exg1f
To begin with, the computer does not help me plan a paper. When

I start an essay, I like to use a yellow pad and scribble out my ideas. I may
write a couple of sentences, scratch them out, and then write a few more.
I may make a couple of outlines, and then cross out parts of them, and then
combine those leftover parts to make a third outline. I may go back to some
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idea I rejected at first and write another idea in the margin. I may circle
something from one part of the page and join it with something on another
part. At any one time, I want to see everything 1 am doing in front of me.
With a computer, however, I can’t do all that. If 1 delete something, I
can’t look back al it later. If I write too much. I have to scroll back and
forth, since not everything can fit on the screen at once. There’s no room in
the margin for questions. And I can’t circle things on the computer screen
and connect them the way I can on a sheet of paper. Our first impressions
are sometimes very valuable and 1 can always use what 1 first write later in
the wriﬁng' process. But the computer deprives me of almost all the advanta-

ges, and a computer does not allow us to replan.
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Exg2s

Next, the mechanics involved in using a computer are complicated

and time consuming. Before I can get down to some honest-goodness writ-
ing, I have to show the computer lab technician my student ID card and sign
out the appropriate software. Then I have to find an open terminal, turn on
my computer and monitor, insert the proper disks, create or find a file, and
set the required format. When the writing is finished. I have to make sure
that my work is properly saved, that there’s paper in the printer, and that the
printer is on-line. And at any point, when 1 have mechanical problems or
questions about the computer, I have to wait five or ten minutes or more for
the teacher or a student technician to come to help me. Worse of all. I am not
a good typist. I spend half of my time hunting and pecking for the proper let-
ters on the keyboard. If I had wanted to get a lot of typing practice, I would
have taken a typing course, but this is supposed to be a writing course.
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Exg3s
Finally, when we meet in the computer lab. the teacher spends
most of the class walking around and helping students log on and off the
computer, handing out and collecting software, and trying to locate
and retrieve lost documents. 1 sat here the other day watching the class
trying to write on computers, and my impression was that 75 percent of
what the teacher did involved computers rather than writing. I’ve had other
writing courses, before computers, where the teacher spent a lot of time
going over students work on a one-on-one basis or in a class discussion. It
was in this workshop setting that 1 believe my writing improved the most.
Now, my professor has much less time to devote to individual help and
feedback. She’s too busy being a computer trouble-shooter.
o BASHHEE cecsesscseescsssesces
| RERE—OSHRBR AN g
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In conclusion, it may be wise to take another look at the use of the

e o0 00 o 00

computer in college writing courses. At first glance the computer offers ex-
citement and a world of promise, but I think there’s a serious question a-
bout whether it actually improves students’ writing.

BAH: Bk, ZLEFRBBEAI was excited NIEG 3| SFH—1&HR, RSH
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# %7 It does not help me plan a paper, it requires too much time and trouble, it
has changed our instructor from a teacher to a mere technician = -~75 H AY /0] 4,
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The Benefits Of Television
S

We hear a lot about the negative effects of the television on the viewer.
Obviously, television can be harmful if it is watched constantly to the exclu-
sion of other activities. It would be just as harmful to listen to records or to
eat too much. However, when television is watched in moderation, it is
extremely valuable, as it provides relaxation, entertainment, and edu-
cation

moo’o’oﬂooo’oo.ooooooooooooo-ooooo‘.---.o:(---

Exg1s

First of all, watching TV has the value of sheer relaxation. Watc-
hing television can be soothing and restful after an eight-hour day of pres-
sure, challenges, or concentration. After working hard all day, people
are looking forward to a time when they can truly relax by doing something
totally different. And watching TV can just help people attain that end. Of
course, watching TV also helps reduce stress in some people. The benefit
of television is just beginning to be recognized. One doctor, for example,
advices his patients with high blood pressure to relax in the evening with a
few hours spent in watching TV.
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Exg24

In addition to being relaxing, television is entertaining. Along with
the standard operas, dramas, and games shows that provide enjoyment to
viewers, television offers a variety of movies and sports events. Moreover,
viewers can select a different channel and there are more than 30 channels
now. And if the viewer does not like the TV program, he can also switch
on his video player, insert a disk and watch a film he prefers. All in all,
television gives much fun, as there are sufficient programs that can entertain
people with different likes.

0%2&% © ® 6 8 ® 0 608 9 00O SO OO DO OO0 OO0 N0 OO SO e o0

More important, television is educational. Preschoolers learn colors,
numbers, and letters from public television programs, like Sesame Street,
that use animation and puppets to make learning fun. Adults, too, can get
education from courses given on television. Also, television widens our
knowledge by covering important events and current news. Viewers can see
and hear important people’s speeches, state conferences, natural disasters
and important events that are happening either at home or abroad. Finally,
a television set hooked up to a home computer can help its owner learn how
to manage the household budget, invest in the stock market, or master a

foreign language.

. #gﬁ% ® 660000660889 0668000000000 000606060C006C0OO0LE
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Perhaps because television is such a powerful force, we like to criticize it
and search for its flaws. However, the benefits of television should not be ig-
nored. We can use television to relax, to have fun, and to make ourselves
smarter. This electronic wonder, then, is a servant, not a master.
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Problems of My Adolescence
i 17 d

In the unreal world of television situation comedies, teenagers are care-
free, smart, funny, wisecracking, secure kids. In fact, most of them are
more “together” than the adults on the shows. This, however, isn’t how I
recall my teenage years at all. As a teen, I suffered. Every day, I bat-
tled the terrible physical, family, and social troubles of adolescence.
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5374
For one thing, I had to deal with a demoralizing physical problem-
acne. Very often. I would wake up in the morning with a red bump on my
nose. Since I worried constantly about my appearance anyway, acne out-
breaks could turn me into a crying, screaming maniac. I had to endure the
pains of realizing this problem. In addition to fighting acne, I constantly
had to fight my family. As a teenager, I needed to be independent. At
that time, the most important thing for me was to be close to my friends and
to try quite new, more adult experiences. Unfortunately, my family always
seemed to get in the way. My elder brother, for instance, turned into my
enemy. And my father kept nagging about what I did. The pressure was too
high and I didn’t seem to have the liberty to do what I liked. But worst of
all, I had to face the social traumas of being a teenager as well. Things
that were supposed to be fun, like dates and dances, were actually horri-
ble. When I came back home from an enjoyable date or dance, my neigh-
bors kept looking at me in a very strange way. Adults seemed to be abhor-
rent of us kids’ doing all this.
. EIHES
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Fortunately, all this is passed. And I'm glad I’'m not a teenager any-
more. I wouldn’t ever want to feel so unattractive, so confused, and so in-

secure again! I'll gladly accept the crow’s — feet and stomach bulge of a-
dulthood in exchange for a little peace of mind.
'n $m~o.oootnuo
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Fog in London

Many people who have never been there still believe that London is
permanently blanketed by fog. Yet those who spend a winter in London
are often disappointed at the non-appearance of this horror. That fogs do
form is undeniable. And although a journey through an invisible muffled
world may at first seem exciting, this enjoyment is short-lived: smog, that
filthy mixture of smoke and fog, brings suffocation to the asthmatic, vio-
lent death to the roaduser and discomfort to everybody. But fogs of this kind
are rare in London. During the average winter, day follows cloudy day
without obscuring even the more distant landmarks. It is true that London
is often sunless, damp and raw, though the occasional sunny day seems
all the more attractive by contrast. With its infinite possibilities for haunt-
ings, terror and sudden death, fog is the novelists’ delight and it is they
who are mainly responsible for the legend of a city eternally submerged
in sulphurous vapour.
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BAM: ZXIREEHRATEAEXRHRHABRENILS, BN ER the inci-
dence of fog in London {31RBA#E, #iZET A T, E¥& A often disappointed at the
non-appearance of this horror XH— MM LE, NIOEBEBFRBRUEA
MATREBRAARE, MEBSRE—AEEEXFTEN —LTHEARNEE.
REZBHEEHESETSEREE, ERAXNIENRRFZRMBIEMNER
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Reactions to Disappointment

Ben Franklin said that the only sure things in life are death and taxes.
He left something out, however: disappointment. No one gets through
life without experiencing many disappointments. Strangely, though, most
people seem unprepared for disappointment and react to it in negative ways.
They feel depressed or try to escape their troubles instead of using disap-
pointment as an opportunity for growth.

One negative reaction to disappointment is depression. A woman
trying to win a promotion, for examplé, works hard for over a year in her
department. She is so sure that she will get the promotion and she has al-
ready decided on the car she is to buy when she gets the salary increase.
However, the boss names one of her colleagues to the spot. Deeply de-
pressed, the lady decides that all her goals are doomed to defeat. She then
tells herself that doing a good job just isn’t worth the work.

Another negative reaction to disappointment, and one that often fol-
lows depression, is the desire to escape. Mark, for instance, fails to get
into the college his brother is attending, the college that was the focus of all
his dreams, and decides to escape his disappointment. Why worry about col-
lege at all? Instead, he covers up his real feelings by giving up on his school-
work and getting completely involved with friends, parties and “good times. ”

The positive way to react to disappointment, however, is to use it
as a chance for growth. This isn’t easy, but it’s the only useful way to deal
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