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Unit |

American Higher Eoucation

Fast Reading A

Length of Text: 533 words Target Time: 6.7 minutes Target Speed: 80 wpm
Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:
Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:

A Professor in USA

In the United States a university professor is granted a few months of freedom

from his duties approximately (ad. K #4) every seventh year for travel or
advanced stud);. This period of freedom from teaching is called a “sabbatical leave”
(APKMR). Its purpose is to give the professor experiences which will make him a
wiser person and a better teacher when he returns to his university.

At the age of 51, Dr. Coleman, president of Haverford College, was

determined to escape from university life for a few months and to get a variety of
experiences in the world of work. He especially wanted to learn about people.
People who do hard physical labor were particularly interesting to him.

Telling no one of his plans, Dr. Coleman started his sabbatical leave on a farm

in Canada, hundreds of miles from his college. Getting up at 4: 30 each morning,
working thirteen hours a day in fields and barns, he prepared himself physically for
his next job, digging ditches, in Atlanta, Georgia. After that, the college president
washed dished in a Boston restaurant. During the last ten days of his leave, he
worked as a garbage collector.
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This unusual sabbatical leave was conducted in great secrecy (n. 1R, ).

Coleman telephoned his family once a week, “Just to let someone know where 1
was and that 1 was healthy.” None of his students or co-workers at Haverford
College‘ knew what their president was doing. On each job he avoided letting
people know who he was. “When people would ask me about myself, I’d try to
turn the conversation back to them,” he explained. “Some co-workers might have
thought I was a little different, a little quiet maybe, but I doubt anyone knew I was
a college president.

There was only one employer who sensed something unusual. At a

restaurant in Boston. I had been on the job exactly one hour—I was washing
dished—when the boss came over and said, ‘I'm afraid you won’t do,” and
handed me two dollars. Immediately 1 asked him why, but he just said, ‘It’s not
your work. Sorry.””

That was the first time in more than thirty years as a job holder that Coleman

had heard such words. It helped him understand how a man of his age might feel
when he suddenly realized he had lost his job.

After two months of working with his hands, Coleman returned from his

unusual sabbatical leave, convinced that the experience had been worthwhile. He
had some good things to say about people who do hard physical work. “A lot of my
co-workers would complain when the work was too heavy,” he said, “but they’d
complain a lot more when there was nothing to do.”

He found that pride and satisfaction came chiefly in the form of praise from

co-workers. Even though pay was important, what brought the greatest satisfaction
was knowing that someone had noticed how a job was being done.

At the end of his sabbatical leave, Dr. Coleman felt that his time had been well

spent. He now believes that every young person should be required to spend at
least half a year in the world of work before starting university studies.
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Comprehension exercises.

1.

Which of the following is false?

John R. Coleman is

A. a professor B. a physician

C. holding a doctor’s degree D. President of Haverford College
Dr. Coleman took the sabbatical leave because he

A. was entitled to

B. was tired of the university life

C. wanted to get a variety of experiences in the world of work

D. was interested in doing physical labor

. The purpose of a sabbatical leave is to give a professor a chance to

A. travel around

B. go to the world of work

C. enrich his knowledge and experience, making himself a wiser and better teacher
D. relax completely so that he can work better in the future

Mr. Coleman has done the following jobs EXCEPT ____ .

A. farming B. digging ditches
C. restaurant management D. washing dishes
. The sentence “handed me two dollars” means Dr. Coleman was
A. then a worker paid by hours B. doing a good job
C. not fit for the job D. dismissed

The story tells that .

A. it is not easy to keep a secret and Mr. Coleman is finally recognized by someone

B. it is easier to be a job holder than to be an employee

C. it is easier to lose a job than to get a job

D. it is required young men should spend at least six months in the world of work
before starting university studies

. At the end of his sabbatical leave he convinced himself that

A. young persons must spend at least half a year in the world of work before starting
university studies

B. the experience has been worthwhile

C. praises from co-workers had given him pride and satisfaction

D. he now realized how a man of his age might feel when he lost his job
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Fast Reading B

Length of Text: 546 words Target Time: 7 minutes Target Speed: 80 wpm
Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:
Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:

Community Golleges in America

7 Community colleges offer advantages to international students starting their

higher education in America. Although there are differences among community
colleges from one state to another, they all share the common purpose of teaching.
Unlike large universities where instructors (n. #{Jii) are chosen primarily on the
basis of their published research, community college professors are chosen on the
basis of their ability to teach. It is common practice in large universities for
professors to lecture to 300 students in introductory courses in subjects like
economics, history and psychology. It is left to graduate students acting as teaching
assistants to explain the course material in smaller meetings. The same
introductory course is taught by a professor in a community college who meets
with a class of 30 or 40 students three hours a week. The professor knows his
students by their names and personally corrects their exams and papers.

2 Community colleges are also more accessible (a. FJ PAIEILHY) to international

students than most universities. While most universities require a minimum of 550
on the TOEFL test, many community colleges accept students with a TOEFL level
of 450. Although students must take English as a Second Language course in
community college to bring their English up to university-transfer course level in
mathematics and other subjects, they do not require intensive reading and essay

writing,.

S International students may have a difficult problem in choosing the best

university for their needs in America. By starting at a community college, students
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have two years to choose the university where they will complete the final two
years and eamn a BA (L% 12%{1) or BS (%212 1L) degree. They will
also be admitted by the universities as third-year students on the basis of their
grades in the transfer-level courses they have taken in the community college.

Unlike the system in Europe and Asia, where students take only courses in

their major field of study throughout their higher education, all undergraduates in
America must take introductory courses in several fields, including humanities,
science, and mathematics before taking the advanced courses in their major field.
Community college offer students the same opportunity to take the same general
education courses they would take at the university. Not only will the community
college students receive more personal attention, they will also pay far lower
tuition than they would at a university.

In California, international students pay about half the tuition at a community

college than they would at a campus of the University of California and about one
third of the tuition they would pay at a private university. Because community
colleges are part of the state system of higher education, both the University of
California and California State University accept courses taken at the community
colleges exactly as their own courses. The University of California also gives
priority (n. t%40) to community college students in accepting students for
transfer if they have completed the general education courses with a high enough
grade point average.

While community colleges generally do not have dormitories, those with

quality international students programs provide assistance in finding economical
housing in homestay (n. X4H#u/E R %) or apartments. Most students find these
arrangements offer more privacy and flexibility (7. 2 1) than dormitory living.
Many of the leading community colleges also offer special counseling (. %)
and orientation (n. 55 sessions for international students that help ease the
transition (n. ¥ %) to higher education in America.
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Comprehension exercises.
1. Which of the following do community colleges offer to international students?

A. Professors in community colleges pay more attention to students.

B. Courses in community colleges are easy to study.

C. Fewer credits will be required in a community college than in a state or private
university.

D. Mathematics students don’t need to study English.

2. What is the main difference of teachers between community colleges and large
universities?

A. Teachers at large universities are usually world-class experts, while those at
community colleges are not.

B. Teachers at large universities do not know students’ names, while those at
community colleges do.

C. Teachers at large universities teach very little, while those at community colleges
give detailed teaching.

D. Teachers at large universities are chose mainly on the basis of their published
research, while those at community colleges are chosen on the basis of their ability
to teach.

3. What do community colleges and large universities have in common?

A. Professors have to lecture to 300 students in introductory courses.

B. Professors are chosen on the basis of their ability to teach.

C. International students are easy to be admitted. |

D. Introductory courses are almost the same.

4, A student starting at a community college may be taken in by large universities so
long as he takes _ . _

A. the TOEFL test again and gets a grade no less than 550

B. introductory courses in several fields of general education

C. the transfer-level courses in the community college and gets a good grade

D. the advanced courses in the field he specializes in

5. “They will also be admitted by the universities as third-year students...” (Para.3).

“They” refersto .

A. international students B. students at community colleges

C. community colleges D. large universities
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6. It can’t be inferred from the passage that .
A, the tuition at a campus of the University of California is about two-thirds of the
tuition at private university
B. the university of California provides chances for the students who want to transfer
from community colleges
C. the tuition at a campus of the University of California is much higher than that at
California State University
D. the University of California belongs to the system of higher education as
community colleges do
7. Which of the following statement is NOT true?
A. Community colleges generally don’t have dormitories.
B. Most international students like to find cheap places to live in.
C. Dormitory living could not offer privacy and flexibility.
D. Many famous community colleges help international students adapt themselves to a
new social environment.

Extensive Reading

How to Save Money

X will never forget one day in my first year in high
school. I was sitting. on the stairs descending into the | descend v T3k, TH
basement, putting my head in my hands and crying out in | basement n. #1FZ
despair to parents that I would never be able to save | despair ». M, kH
enough money for college. My parents tried to console | console v. M
me, but it seemed impossible to save $64 268, the cost
for private institution that 1 desperately wanted to attend. institution n. AICHLH, B

Now let me tell you the amazing story of how I | &
earned this sum of money.

It all began with a paper route in Ankeny, IA. 1| route n BEER, B4
hated delivering that route, but was determined to stick it | deliver v #3%
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out® for six months until my family moved to Wausau, wi®.
With few meager dollars from my paper route, a small nest
egg began to develop.© My next job was with an athletic
company as a telephone customer service representative.
The savings account continued to grow very slowly. Then,
the fall of my junior year of high school, I began to
waitress at Denny’s restaurant. It was hard work, but the
money began to roll in and this job paid at least twice as
much money per hour.

By the time my senior year arrived, I had saved a
considerable amount of money. This was encouraging, but
[ knew that [ would also need some help, so began the
process of applying for scholarships. Sometimes it was
discouraging because I was rejected again and again. Then,
my first scholarships offer came in, $2 000 a year to play
tennis. This is only a small dent at a school that costs
approximately $14 000 a year, but it was a start. Several
other academic scholarships also came my way and soon
was up to have $9 050 in scholarships. Between
scholarships and savings, I had enough money for my first
year!

Another interesting development emerged. 1 began
testing out of classes”. Running anxiously to the mailbox
in anticipation of my test scores became part of my daily
routine. Excitement mounted as text after test came back
with passing results. Each passing result saved me
approximately $1 000 in tuition and then enabled me to
graduate a year early. This would save room and board
expenses© as well. '

Finally, 1 was off to college. Because of careful
saving, 1 did not have to work during the school year.
Then, summer hit and it was time to work harder than ever.

1 continued working as a waitress at night, instructed tennis

meager a BN, AEZW,
Y]
athletic a. EEZHHY

representative n. fU3®

considerable a. HM4KHY,
EEE 4]

reject w E#, FERZ

academic a. FEM, ¥R
1]

emerge v BH, B, B

[
anticipation . T, FE

approximately ad. i L3k,
x4

tuition n. ¥

instruct v ¥, MT, HLFE
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camps several mornings a week and worked as a secretary
for a few hours in the afternoons. Being a little
overzealous, 1 decided to also take a class at a community
college. This class at the community college saved me
$650. It was an exhausting summer and made me anxious
to return to my relatively easy life at college.

During my second and third years of undergraduate
schooling, I decided to work about five hours per week in
the campus admissions office” answering phones. This
provided a little spending money and kept me from
draining my savings. ® The overall situation looked
hopeful as | approached my senior year as long as I could
make as much money as | had the previous summer. That
is when I decided to go to Israel to study for 3 weeks. |
hesitated in making this decision and had just about
decided not to go because it would cost me $1 600 more
to get the credits in Israel.” About two weeks later my
Mom called to tell me that I had $1 600 in the bank that |
had forgotten about! One of my concerns about this trip
was not only the cost, but the loss of time to make
money; however, 1 made as much that summer in the ten
weeks that I was home as I had made during fourteen
weeks that 1 was home the summer before. The way
everything worked together to make this trip feasible was
one of the most exciting things that has ever happened to
me.

Finally, my senior year of college was upon me and to
keep things interesting, I decided to buy a car. 1 obviously
did not have a lot of money to spend for a car and yet |
wanted something reliable to make the ten-hour trips
between home and school.® 1 searched many newspaper
ads and my father and I began searching for good used

cars. I was ecstatic when I found a crashed car that had

overzealous a. F5#IFH

a ERRH,
LABEZARBE

exhausting

admission n. fLIFHEA, A

2

drain v He, S
approach v i, i
previous a FERH, Bk
i}

credits n ¥4

feasible a. TIATHY, YISLH]
TH

reliable o TFEAY, AI{EHA
i)

a EER, OB

ecstatic
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been fixed up for only $4 200.

Then, I also attended an 8-week course on marriage
and family in Colorado. This was an incredible experience
that taught me a great deal about my worldview and how to
develop a healthy family. This experience was also very
costly, $4 000. I was surprised to find that I had graduated
with no debt and so many remarkable journeys along the
way.

This experience has shaped me in many important
ways. The first thing that I learned was the importance of a
strong work ethic. Working long hours did a lot to mold my
character and helped me learn the value of a dollar. It also
made me learn how to craft creative solutions to difficult
dilemmas.®

Whenever I am overwhelmed or afraid of future, I can
remember my $64 268 miracle.

Notes

=3

incredible o ELUUBEMEN

remarkable a AF KM,
EIFN: 5}
ethic » HAEMTE, ©H

creative a. GlEHEM
dilemma . BRFMEER R
W, B

overwhelm v #¥&, X,
AT

miracle n T, FH

@ IA: lowa (KN WEERR, CTREEFILI—AMN, 1846 FHEMNNE

20 M. EIBEREMNER, tRIZEMNBERKIY.
@ stick it out: BFHIE
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0 MMMA. HEAERERERET, 1763 F£HLLAKXKTTIE, 1787 £RH
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@ With few meager dollars from my paper route, a small nest egg began to develop.

M ESRERKRROLRE, ROFEXKFHRHETEX.

small nest egg tiy “FFE”.

® testing out of classes: it BB MRS MFXURBES

® room and board expenses: B EH X
@ admissions office: HENAE



