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Abstract

Population flow is a kind of social economic phenomenon since ancient times,
According to the characteristics of population flowing in contemporary China, we
can divide it into two kinds, population flow of registered and non-registered
permanentresidence, which are determined by China’s peculiar household register
system. Population flow involves two kinds of situations from the essence,
namely migration and mobility, the former refers to those leaving its original
residentplace for rather a long time, here in this thesis, the time is defined as
more than half a year; the latter means the flow among different professions and
industries of national economy.

Floating population of China in 2000 raises up to 144 million people, among
which 42, 419 million people flow trans-provincially. The subjects of China's
population flow are peasants, and the directions of their flowing are whether
from countryside to towns and cities (mainly cities), or from the developing
areasto developed areas (mainly the southeast coastal area). The population flow
amongmany developing countries has a lot of similarities with that in China.
China’s so extensive population flow is influenced by a lot of external conditions,
not completely because of China's large population. China implements special
household register system. Population flow was strictly limited before 1980s;
people in the countryside were unable or couldn’t flow to the cities and towns.
After 1984, the restrictions of population flow were relaxed a bit, and there was
a quick increase of the population flow from countryside to towns. At this
moment, because of the gradual implementation of reform policies and opening to
the outside world, the road traffic got a fast development, the cities and towns
were in sufficient supply, people’s housing conditions were improved, enterprises
increased, the system of society’s employing new labors reformed, the scale of
service profession was expanded, all these have improved the accepting ability
and holding capacity of cities and towns to the floating population. In the

countryside, the implementation of the agricultural responsible system greatly
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liberated the productive forces, and peasants have regained "freedom”, but the
improvement of the productivity has turned numerous people in the countryside
into " surplus labors", namely rural jobless people. This thesis estimates that
16. 79 million labors in the countryside of Henan Province need to move or
migrate to non-agricultural industry, or to cities and towns., The most important
factor causing rural residents’ outflow is their average low income. The average
income of city and town residents is 1~2 times higher than those rural residents
all the time, which is an enormous pulling factor for cities and towns, but in the
rural area, it is a pushing factor. Many surplus labors in the countryside,
together with other unfavorable factors, including low income, scarce basic
education resources, low education quality and the disappearance of the social
security system form a strong push for the population flow.

Generally speaking, the extensive population flow from the countryside to
cities and towns will bring enormous pressures to urban employment, make a
rapid increase for urban jobless people. But the fact is not always the case. In
Henan Province, the registered number for city and town unemployment was
250. 9 thousand in 1990; 201. 1 thousand in 1995; 214 thousand in 2000; and
263.1 thousand in 2003, which did not have a notable increase, but the unem-
ployment rate actually decreased. Even if the urban unemployment population
increases, it is still not a bad thing, because if the urban unemployment number
increases several ten thousand, the unemployment number in the countryside will
reduce several million, This change of the town-countryside unemployment
pattern has brought positive influence on a lot of respects of the whole national
economicand social development

Peasants flowing into cities and towns often obtain employment in the
"intermediatezone", that is to say, their salary income is lower than that of the
urban residents, but their works are bitter than those of the urban residents, and
their working time is longer than that of the urban residents. It is such working
condition that causes the situation that, floating population has work to do,
while urban residents are jobless. This kind of unemployment is " conditional
unemployment” (the unemployment due to the dissatisfaction with the working

osts). Floating population in city "intermediate zone" working 5 ~ 6 month
p g pop
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might get the income higher than their working in the countryside for one year.
In the countryside, agricultural labor productivity is the lowest and its payment
is still the lowest, together they cause the mobility or movement of rural laborers
from agricultural industry to non-agricultural industry. Because of having limited
scales, the rural non—agricultufal industry does not develop fully, which has a
low accepting capacity for agricultural workforces. Increasing the labor produc-
tivity of rural non-agricultural industry will produce further push power for the
existing rural laborers.

Among the floating population, primary school graduates and junior middle
school graduates occupy the greatest proportion, and their education standard
representsthe education standard of the floating population on the whole. The
average education standard of the rural outflow population is higher than that of
those rural un-floating population; the proportion engaged in physical labors in
rural floating population is higher than that of the urban floating population; as
for those relatively "honorable positions”, they are obtained mostly by urban
floating population. Compared with laborers of cities and towns, floating popula-
tion is in the weak position; compared with floating population of cities and
towns, rural floating population is in the weak position.

Provinpial capital is the largest "population flowing centre” of a province,
but the capital of a country might not be the largest "population flowing centre"
of a country. Apart from some factitious factors (restrictions not allowing
flowingpopulation excessively entering big cities), this is decided by economic
developmentdegree and growth momentum. Henan Province is the net outflow
population province, the counties (or cities) having net inflow population inside
the province concentrate on the areas around the railway lines, and mainly near
the areas of Longhai Railway and the northern part of it. Seldom are counties (or

cities) of net inflow population in the areas south of Zhengzhou, even if near

Beijing-Guangzhou Railway., Everyone knows that "It is better to be in a higher
social position", the north part of Henan Province is just the " higher social
position"of Henan Province.

Compared with the situation 20 years ago, the scale of the population flow of

registered permanent residence does not have remarkable changes, this mainly
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dues to the reason that there is no reform of household register system which
dividesand rules in urban and rural areas of our country. Within the past 20 years,
the scale of the moving population of the unregistered [;ermanent residence
increased several times. Hubei, Shanxi, Anhui, Shaanxi, Shandong, Hebei,
Xinjiang, Sichuan, and Zhejiang are several "partner provinces" of Henan Province,
where people of Henan Province flow into those provinces in large quantity. But
during the last ten years, because of the relatively low social economic develop-
ment level in Henan Province, the status of being the destination of floating
population coming from other provinces has decreased greatly, The outflow
population of Henan has more than 3 million, which is smaller than the outflow
population in other provinces, including Hunan, Jiangxi, Anhui and Sichuan,
the outflow population rate is even lower-no matter the flow within the province
or among'different provinces.

Population flow will influence the area both flowing in and out. The popula-
tion flow theory advocated by a famous American economist M. P. Todaro can not
well explain that population flow in China. Practice has proved that rural
residents’ flowing into towns and cities in a large scale has not caused great influ-
ence on the employment of cities, nor has appeared serious "urban disease”, but
on the contrary, it has made great contributions to the economic growth of the
inflow areas. It is estimated that, in 2000, GDP produced by floating population
throughout China occupying 14. 46% of the total GDP that year, and the GDP
produced by the floating population of Henan Province occupying 7. 09% of the
GDP of Henan Province. Population flow has greatly reduced the rural unem-
ployment rate, and the reducing of the unemployment rate means the economic
improvement of rural residents. In Henan Province, if the rural laborers can all
obtain employment effectively, then peasants’ net income will be raised by one
time at the present income level. The consumption of the floating population can
also play an important role in developing the local economy.

As far as the outflow area (mainly the countryside) is concerned, apart from
reducing the rural unemployment, the population flow can also increase rural
residents’ cash income by a large scale, which is the most important factor

troubling lives and productions of peasants. However, the population of the
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labor force with relatively higher cultural qualities flowing from rural areas is
unfavorable to the continuing social development and rural economy, and at the
same time, it will have a passive impact on the countryside where social security
system has not been established, and it will also cause the question of rural
families’ supporting parents more serious.

Nationwide population flow plays and will continue play an important role in
forming the unified labor market in urban and rural areas, changing the employ-
ment structure, disposing the human resources in urban and rural areas fully and
effectively, improving the social labor productivity and promoting quicker
development of national economy.

Population flows towards the area where the social economic development
level is rather high. This phenomenon is determined by the pushing and pulling
forces of the outflow and inflow areas. "Pushing”" and "pulling" forces are two
aspects of a thing, namely the factor that influences population flow may be the
pushing, or pulling force; the pulling force of the inflow area actually is the
pushing force of the outflow area. With the changes of situations, pulling and
pushing forces may decline or increase. So based on the "pushing-pulling force
theory" of population flow, we may choose factors influencing population flow to
calculate the " pushing-pulling force coefficient” of different areas in China. As
long as factors chosen are abundant, it can fully reflect different respects of
population flow, and the coefficient will be effectual. When the coefficient is a
positive number, it represents the pulling force; the reverse represents the
pushing force.

The mark of "pushing-pulling force coefficient” in a certain area should be
the same as the mark of the net inflow rate in this area, namely when the coeffi-
cient is "+", the population net inflow rate is also "+", which shows a relatively
high social economic development level in this area, and the population flow is

net inflow; when the coefficient is " —", the population net inflow rate also is

" —",which shows this area’s social economic development is relatively low, and
the population flow is net outflow. When the absolute value of coefficient
approachingzero, it means the social economic development in this area is among

the medium-size (average) in the whole country.
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The scale of population flow is not the larger, the better, it should have an
appropriate scale, and the critical point of this "appropriate scale” is the scale
when the population flow does not cause negative effects on the whole national
economicand social development as a whole, that is the scale meeting the needs of
population and workforce which does not influence the sound social and economic
development of rural areas. The essential measures to adjust the scale of population
flow are to develop the countryside synthetically, to promote its overall
development and progress and to narrow the differences between cities and

countryside, especially the level of income.
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