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Lancang-Mekong River connects 6 countries on Indochina

Peninsular. Numerous travelers have already told numerous accounts
of the river. This book is about two: French expedition in 1866 and
the most recent scheme of Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Coop-
eration Program. The author, as a Chinese foreign officer participat-
ing in GMS program tells his story about 7 stretches of Mekong
River, Mytho, Tonle Sab, from Pakxe to Vientiane, Chiangkhong
and Houayxay, Myanmar territory, from Jinghong to Louangphrabang
and finally Er-hai Lake. Each chapter is supplemented by a narrative
written by Carne, member of French Expedition in 1866. Except for
strong curiosity about this great river, both may have nothing in
common. But a comparison of two pieces of writing would help read-
ers to understand why the river is Mother River for 6 countries, and
why it is a river of sorrows, as well as hopes. To make up for the
limitation of the first person narrative, the book has several attach-
ments behind about recent statistics of riparian countries and their

short history for handy reference.
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