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Chapler 4

The Extent and Military Force of the Empire
in the Age of the Antonines

I N THE second century of the Christian era®!?, the Empire of Rome
comprehended 27 the fairest part of the earth, and the most civi-
lised portion of mankind. The frontiers of that extensive monarchy were
guarded by ancient renown and disciplined valour. The gentle but pow-
erful influence of laws and manners had gradually cemented the union of
the provinces 37, Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused the ad-
vantages of wealth and hxury. The image of a free constitution was
preserved with decent reverence: the Roman senateC*’ appeared to
possess the sovereign authority, and devolved on the emperors all the
executive powers of government® >2 . During a happy period (A.D. 98—
180) of more than fourscore years, the public administration was con-
ducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan(¢’, Hadrian{7’, and

(1) Christian era X B 27T, AT,

{2} comprehended vt. 08 ; ¥ VE“ERM" X,

(3) province HE4b N B B EZIRA B ARRIMIITE .

(43 Roman senate 7 % BT ERK.

(5] devolved on ... of government GEEB) BN~ 7B IB LR EF.
devolve on B3,

(63 Trajan EFLI(537—117,98—117 ZEi) , W DGR IMALEK W, K+ A, MR
JkEt HIREN,

€72 Hadrian 1598 B (76—138,117—138 FEA1 ) , % 71 32 B <F 21 S B 9% , %8 P 3
WG WKAATHE S, EARTINEAF S RN RNP DkH.,
¥,



2 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

the two Antonines' ! 7. It is the design of this, and of the two succee-
ding chapters® -, to describe the prosperous condition of their empire;
and afterwards, from the death of Marcus Antoninust 37, to deducet %
the most important circumstances of its decline and fall; a revolution
which will ever be remembered, and is still felt by the nations of the
earth.

The principal conquests of the Romans were achieved under the
republic’5°; and the emperors, for the most part, were satisfied
with preserving those dominions which had been acquired by the
policy of the senate, the active emulations of the consulst%”, and
the martial enthusiasm of the people. The seven first centuries
were filled with a rapid succession of triumphst 77 ; but it was re-
served for Augustus’ 8’ to relinquish the ambitious design of subdu-
ing the whole earth, and to introduce a spirit of moderation into the
public councils. Inclined to peace by his temper and situation, it
was easy for him to discover that Rome, in her present exalted situ-
ation, had much less to hope than to fear from the chance of arms;

(1) two Antonines #§ Antoninus Pius ! Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Bifi 7 ¥ S 27,
Antoninus Pius % JE » JEEH (86—161, 138—161 fE{i), Hadrian 9 X T Fi14k
AN,

(23 two succeeding chapters T B HFH#,

(33 Marcus Aurelius (Antoninus) ZH&] « S & 47 (121—180, 161180 7E i1 ) 7
MEBERAFNIERX. SHEXENHEHE M BEAEFAEE
BEEXE ERAEDR2HFETER,

(47 deduce v. i,

053 The principal conquests ... under the republic % 5 A 3 E{F R 27
BUReT UG HY . republic n. LFAEIK; conquest n. fFAR ; GEARHE .

(6 the active emulations of the consuls th BRI F M, consul n.
(B FEEM R B HF.

{7) The seven first ... of triumphs LB —HAEH AR BEB -1 EH -1
FIMEF] . century n. HEDLEHNEAB,

(81 Augustus 77 #7 46 (63BC—14AD), B B #F W — L 8% (27BC—14AD 7&
) BRI RN AT TRE . AR, SRR AR BRI H
#Z R K (Octavian) , TERFELU B H TR HE,



CHAPTER 1 3

and that, in the prosecutiont!’? of remote wars, the undertaking
became every day more difficult, the event more doubtful, and the
possession more precarious, and lest beneficial. The experience of
Augustus added weight to these salutaryt?’ reflections, and effec-
tually convinced him that, by the prudent vigour of his counsels, it
would be easy to secure every concession which the safety or the
dignity of Rome might require from the most formidable Barbari-
ans' 3-. Instead of exposing his person and his legions to the arrows
of the Parthians’?’, he obtained, by an honourable treaty, the res-
titution of the standards and prisoners which had been taken in the
defeat of Crassus' /.

His generals, in the early part of his reign, attempted the re-
duction of Athiopia and Arabia Felix. They marched near a thou-
sand miles to the south of the tropic; but the heat of the climate
soon repelled the invaders, and protected the unwarlike natives of
those sequestered regions'®’. The northern countries of Europe
scarcely deserved the expense and labour of conquest. The forests
and morasses of Germany were filled with a hardy racet?? of bar-
barians, who despised life when it was separated from freedom; and
though, on the first attack, they seemed to yield to the weight of
the Roman power, they soon, by a signal act of despair, regained
their independence, and reminded Augustus of the vicissitude® 8’ of

{11 prosecution n. #47. HiA—MEH“EIF".

(2) salutary a. HEHRA),

(32 Barbarian n. HRAPHEKZHIE. TSN ERAIEA,

{47 arrows of the Parthians F{{E B EARARFHERHAN R T EFHEL
#fi « L ¥F Parthian shot, Parthian n. %8 A (Parthia 8, UWEBHE. S
HEARALER .

7 he obtained. ... defeat of Crassus (BT SFHR AR LB T FEA 25 244 UM et &
ST . Crassus.Marcus Licinius #4795 (115—53BC) i B B BUA R .
ES NS FeR -/ 8 R r s A e ST - - M s 1o 9 XD 1 €

(67 sequestered regions (REFHEIX .

.(77 hardy race BRI REK,

(87 vicissitude n. B FE., M.

~
v



4 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

fortune. On the death of that emperor, his testament was publicly
read in the senate. (!’ He bequeathed, as a valuable legacy to his
successors, the advice of confining the empire within those limits,
which Nature seemed to have placed as its permanent bulwarks and
boundaries; on the west the Atlantic Ocean; the Rhine and Danube
on the north; the Euphrates on the east; and towards the south, the
sandy deserts of Arabia and Africa. (27

Happily for the reposel3) of mankind, the moderate system
recommended by the wisdom of Augustus, was adopted by the fears
and vices of his immediate successors. Engaged in the pursuit of
pleasure, or in the exercise of tyranny, the first Casars{*? seldom
showed themselves to the armies, or to the provinces; nor were
they disposed to'5> suffer, that those triumphs which their indo-
lence 67 neglected should be usurpedt’? by the conduct and valour
of their lieutenants. The military fame of a subject‘8’ was consid-
ered as an insolent invasion of the Imperial prerogative(®J; and it
became the duty, as well as interest, of every Roman general, to
guard the frontiers intrusted to his care, without aspiring to con-
quests which might have proved no less fatal to himself than to the

(13 On the death ... in the senate. ZER LWL FBHNE, OB BATERL
FHik. testament n. MW,

{23 He bequeathed. ... of Arabia and Africa. fE M L& ¥ FEHBR M EHRLHR
ZHERNEHO—EE BT X AAGRCEE T KAk RED
AR BRI LRI A BIG K E 40 A DR 8 ERRLEMEE
e,

(37 repose n. ¥ kB . HWARMP"ZHE.

042 Caesar n. (BUBHE Caesar, R BHMEBRDF L HEARTHIBERER
B97% £ R UUR EHAMTRS . caesar LE“RB Y.

{53 be disposed to do sth. 8 L MEH,

(671 indolence n. f#.

(7)1 usurp v. BZF.

(8) subject n. HE:FR.

(9) prerogative n. $4{.



CHAPTER 1 5

vanquished barbarians. t1°

The only accession’ 2’ which the Roman empire received, dur-
ing the first century of the Christian era, was the province of Brit-
ain. In this single instance the successors of Caesar‘3’ and Augus-
tus were persuaded to follow the example of the former, rather than
the precept' 47 of the latter. The proximity of its situation to the
coast of Gaul‘°? seemed to invite their arms; the pleasing, though
doubtful intelligence, of a pearl fishery® 83, attracted their avarice;
and as Britain was viewed in the light of a distinct and insulated
world( 77, the conquest scarcely formed any exception to the gener-
al system of continental measures. After a war of about forty years,
undertaken by the most stupid, maintained by the most disso-
lute€ 87, and terminated by the most timid of all the emperors, the
far greater part of the island submitted to the Roman yoket®?. The
various tribes of Britons possessed valour without conduct{!®’, and
the love of freedom without the spirit of union?), They took up
arms with savage fierceness; they laid them down, or turned them

(1) without aspiring ... vanquished barbarians. FH PR X EHNTERIA , FAG
HEC SHERMHBIBARBRRY.

(23 accession n. (KUF1. M0 Wi+ B RE 5 HEN I to,

(31 Caesar, Julius PA#CK 7 (100—44BO) B Dhgeih BUSHR  SHEMH . R4,
“Bi=kRE” B EE, BT DEMB A (49—-44BC) . [F L AR # K
WA ITE MR Ik, ERGHARICHE.

(43 precept n. ¥ilf,

(57 Gaul n. BAECHERRMABBE, GFBESRE . LB S HRE, LR E W
T HEMEXANLERAB BB PEFEM B MR
®H.

(61 pearl fishery BERFERCRIEIR.

(73 as Britain ... insulated world B % A 5 A8 & 48— N R F 6 R BIE A0 HHE 57
in the light of 5 ; & Bh : 44k,

(81 dissolute a. FEiEHY.

(9 submitted to the Roman yoke /& IR F % 5 A Brit4% .

(10 valour without conduct BXE T ik .

(113 love of freedom without the spirit of union $48 & i LG .



6 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

against each other with wild inconstancy; and while they fought sin-
gly, they were successively subdued. Neither the fortitude of Car-
actacus, nor the despair of Boadicea'!”, nor the fanaticism of the
Druids- 27, could avert the slavery of their country, or resist the
steady progress of the Imperial generals, who maintained the na-
tional glory, when the throne was disgraced by the weakest, or the
most vicious of mankind. At the very time when Domitian3’, con-
fined to his palace, feit the terrors which he inspired; his le-
gions® *J, under the command of the virtuous Agricola®’’, defeated
the collected force of the Caledonians’ 8’ at the foot of the Grampian
hillst 77; and his fleets, venturing to explore an unknown and dan-
gerous navigation, displayed the Roman arms round every part of
the island. The conquest of Britain was considered as already
achieved; and it was the design of Agricola to complete and ensure
his success by the easy reduction of Ireland‘®’, for which in his
opinion, one legion and a few auxiliaries were sufficient. The west-
ern isle’ %’ might be improved into a valuable possession, and the
Britonst!®? would wear their chains with the less reluctance, if the

(1) Boadicea WA T (7—62) KW AFIMBARA LR KLF HERP I AN
B EHRERERR,

(2) Druid R, HRRBEAT —HAFRROA BERE BWR L D H
%,

(32 Domitian B##(51-96). P L EFH (8196 7E41) . H BRI 57 KB
BOABRBER FEREFE ARHEREEER,

{47 legion n. HF LZER (L4 3000 & 6000 L4 £, MUBTEHD.,

(51 Agricola, Gnaeus Julius B BEHI (40—93) . F B M40, 77 SEIL B B
B REGBERHE, FERTELE (7784,

(61 Caledonians 1. H{LHM LA,

{72 Grampian hills # 2 g L BRCGRRE 2 4688) .

(82 easy reduction of Ireland $3 i 5 %¢ #b i B % /K 2, reduction ;X — ) X &

-

(97 The western isle "7 & ™4§ lreland,

C1oy Briton n. KAFIEARBLE HRATBEEH BRI REAN"CLEHK
BN



CHAPTER 1 7

prospect and example of freedom were on every side removed from
before their eyes.

But the superior merit of Agricola soon occasioned his removal
from the government of Britain®!’ ; and for ever disappointed this
rational, though extensive scheme of conquest. Before his depar-
ture, the prudent general had provided for security as well as for
dominion® 2/. He had observed that the island is almost divided into
two unequal parts by the opposite gulfs, or, as they are now called,
the Friths of Scotland(?>. Across the narrow interval of about forty
miles, he had drawn a line of military stations, which was after-
wards fortified" 4’ in the reign of Antoninus Piust %7, by a turf ram-
part' 87 erected on foundations of stone. This wall of Antoninus, at
a small distance beyond the modern cities of Edinburght?? and
Glasgow' 8’, was fixed as the limit of the Roman province. The
native Caledonians preserved in the northern extremity of the island
their wild independence, for which they were not less indebted
toL %’ their poverty than to their valour. Their incursions were fre-
quently repelled and chastised‘!?”?; but their country was never sub-
dued. The masters of the fairest and most wealthy climates of the
globe turned with contempt from gloomy hills assailed by the winter

C17 But the superior ... government of Britain {H &5k B #L 1 69 R AT AR 1
BEEEERFBBR B, occasion vt. 51E;XE&.

(2) dominion n.%¥K:H+.

{32 Friths of Scotland Fr#% {8 175,

(43 fortify vt. BBFF: A,

{53 in the reign of Antoninus Pius ZH B « FEF 74 (i #AE] .

(63 turf rampart IR EMBIE 18,

(73 Edinburgh TR (FH2ED.

(83 Glasgow #FIHTBF (R 2 P Rg SEMETH . B B ML 00,

C91 for which they ... to their valour iZE &M 5] B IEBRHEIHEM 5], BILLAN i
B, B A1 AR A+ R R BRI BES 28 T8 B AL,
4835 FAUH189%595 . be indebted to ... BB T, A TF--rerr

(101 be chastised AEER],
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tempest’ ! 7, from lakes concealed in a blue mist, and from cold and
lonely heaths, over which the deer of the forest were chased by a
troop of naked barbarians.

Such was the state of the Roman frontiers, and such the max-
ims of Imperial policy 27, from the death of Augustus to the acces-
sion of Trajan. That virtuous and active prince 3’ had received the
education of a soldier, and possessed the talents of a general. The
peaceful system of his predecessors’ ¢’ was interrupted by scenes of
war and conquest; and the legions, after a long interval, beheld5’
a military emperor at their head. The first exploits{ 6’ of Trajan
were against the Dacians, the most warlike of men, who dwelt be-
yond the Danube, and who, during the reign of Domitian, had in-
sulted with impunity¢’? the Majesty of Rome®®>. To the strength
and fierceness of barbarians, they added a contempt for life, which
was derived from a warm persuasion of the immortality and trans-
migration of the soul(%’. Decebalus, the Dacian king, approved
himself a rival not unworthy of Trajan1%?; nor did he despair of his
own and the public fortune, till, by the confession of his enemies,
he had exhausted every resource both of valor and policy. This
memorable war, with a very short suspension of hostilities, lasted
five years; and as the emperor could exert, without control, the
whole force of the state, it was terminated by an absolute

(1) assailed by the winter tempest MA X RRE RN ().

(2) maxims of Imperial policy ¥ EB R S (B R M A EFRA TRRVID.

(33 That virtuous and active prince BB H AL R AW BBRABAMNE X 5HE
W),

(41 predecessor n. %8 :BI{F.

(5) behold v. BER:E.

£6) first exploits WG,

(72 with impunity F3RETIH; RATEM .

(81 the Majesty of Rome B O3 EPE T HIHFK,

(9 which was derived ... of the soul 3 B FXt R A K MR A4 KA ERE
i, transmigration of the soul R ¥4 % ;¥ 1H.

(103 approved himself ... of Trajan iF#) B C 5EHN HABEXF . FHLT.
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submission of the barbarians®!/. The new province of Dacia, which
formed a second exception to the precept of Augustus, was about
1300 miles in circumference®2’. Its natural boundaries were the
Dniester(3?, the Teyss‘4? [ Theiss modern form], or Tibiscus,
the Lower Danube, and the Euxine Seal®J. The vestiges of a mili-
tary road may still be traced! %’ from the banks of the Danube to
the neighborhood of Bender, a place famous in modern history, and
the actual frontier of the Turkish and Russian empires 77 .

Trajan was ambitious of fame; and as long as mankind shall
continue to bestow(®) more liberal applause on their destroyers
than on their benefactors'®7, the thirst of military glory will ever
be the vice of the most exalted characters. The praises of Alexan-
dert1®, transmitted by a succession of poets and historians, had
kindled a dangerous emulation in the mind of Trajan. Like him the
Roman emperor undertook an expedition against the nations of the
east, but he lamented with a sigh, that his advanced age scarcely
left him any hopes of equalling the renown of the son of Philipt!!.

(1) it was terminated ... barbarians Ll 838 A (3% Dacians) S80I B R4 .

(23 in circumference A (£ 1300 X8 ),

(3] Dniester SRR GEARS),

(43 Theiss (%5 Teyss) X# Tisza, HEER (B HT TH) .

(53 Euxine Sea B %" (= Black Sea).

(6 The vestiges ... be traced — &K TRl Al A9 B HIKH AT 8,

{73 Turkish empire = Ottoman empire BYTSFE, FANE+HE AR HE
@ E(1200—-1922), Russian empire BRF W E, #%+ A EAdTe®R
= BEHRDH.

(81 bestow sth. on sb. ffeeeeer - I IT

{97 benefactor BA .,

(101 Alexander H4t#% Alexander the Great I 5 1l A A7 (356—323BC) I H iR [F
E(336—323 7). MU Ja SEIRTEMRA R R R AW HBRAGTE, &7
FHWKHE.

(113 but he lamented ... son of Philip Afb K —AH  MEBCH . BREZ LKA
WA S HILKKFA LML, Philip 38 3 X% E M5 it (382
336BO) , WL A KA 2 A0 ;84 the son of Philip BJ I il kX3,



10 The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire

Yet the success of Trajan, however transient, was rapid and spe-
cious' '?. The degenerate Parthians, broken by intestine dis-
cord' 27, fled before his arms. He descended the river Tigrist3’ in
triumph, from the mountains of Armenial*” to the Persian gulft®’,
He enjoyed the honour of being the first, as he was the last, of the
Roman generals, who ever navigated that remote sea. His fleets
ravaged the coast of Arabia; and Trajan vainly flattered himselft -
that he was approaching towards the confines of Indial7”. Every day
the astonished senate received the intelligence of new names and
new nations, that acknowledged his sway. They were informed that
the kings of Bosphorust8), Colchos, Iberia®’, Albaniat!®?, Os-
rhoene, and even the Parthian monarch himself, had accepted their
diadems‘!!’ from the hands of the emperor; that the independent
tribes of the Mediant'?” and Carduchian hills had implored his pro-
tection; and that the rich countries of Armenia, Mesopotamiall®?,
and Assyriat'*), were reduced into the state of provinces. But the
death of Trajan soon clouded the splendid prospect; and it was justly
to be dreaded, that so many distant nations would throw off the

(1) specious a. AKXty LB LB EHE”.

(232 intestine discord i,

(33 Tigris JEAS WA (AERRE, RE LB HAFAR).

(4) Armenia X T (BHENE, AMR—BX,. 5+ REAPEH . LHEHMHEDD.

(5) Persian gulf J#7E (RIFRWG R, EF B AR HIGES 2 E),

(61 flatter oneself ALI%, BfF.

(7] confines of India ENERSF .

C8) Bosphorus i %@ UGB,

(93 Tberia FHAT(HHEXZ . ESIBNEELBOBBETE—H.

101 Albania BJ/REEE .

(11) diadem n. ¥&. 8.

(123 Median a. ()X ¥ (Media) 8 ; Media KB . s iF K K, AR RA L
B OUR B R A TTRT 8 o E.

(13) Mesopotamia & A AN, JRFR“ B 7 itk B & B 3T F04h & BLR B i
WHF R, 45 SR TR BHFRIEHENR.

(143 Assyria W (HRRAF—HARHER).
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unaccustomed yoke"'~, when they were no longer restrained by the
powerful hand which had imposed it.

It was an ancient tradition, that when the CapitolZ) was
founded by one of the Roman kings., the god Terminus“?’ (who
presided over boundaries, and was represented according to the
fashion of that age by a large stone) alone, among all the inferior
deities, refused to yield his place to Jupitert *’ himself. A favoura-
ble inference was drawn from his obstinacy, which was interpreted
by the augurs as a sure presage that the boundaries of the Roman
power would never recede’%’. During many ages, the prediction,
as it is usual, contributed to its own accomplishment. But though
Terminus had resisted the Majesty of Jupiter, he submitted to' ¢’
the authority of the emperor Hadrian. The resignationt7- of all the
eastern conquests of Trajan was the first measure of his reign. He
restored to the Parthians the election of an independent sover-
eign 87; withdrew the Roman garrisons from the provinces of Ar-
menia, Mesopotamia, and Assyria, and, in compliance witht %/ the
precept of Augustus, once more established the Euphrates as the
frontier of the empire. Censuret!%’, which arraigns‘!!’ the public

{13 throw off the unaccustomed yoke ¥ERRA =7 faHm4s .

t27 Capitol (#%% L Capitoline 11j F&9) & FEss S Bk (X E E & KE. Cap-
tiol Hill #5{C(EXEHEE.

(32 god Terminus (B #) REFRBHRIFZH),

(47 Jupiter (BROKREEE-H T YT HBERHIEPE Zeus HID KL,

(5. which was ... would never recede(RI7Z B RMILI4 EHRIEF B A b
HIRBAIP IFEAARAERSFRAOABHK, augur n. (HFLH
FIWMEE CSITE S M D REND & MEspresage n. K,

(63 submit to BARF .

(773 resignation n. WHE(EHE - FEIERSBER),

83 He restored to ... an independent sovereign ft (515 78 RO M7 B F a9k 4
KA AEB AR, sovereign n. HE,

£9; in compliance with F B+ 7§ UCIEREE s A T Sy« K BRSO K AR B4

(103 Censure n. LR ERBELMIN ELKEHAFEE.

(11} arraign vt. ¥ 8%,



