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Bil4n: And baby Jessica is just the beginning. Within a decade or two, it may be
possible to screen kids almost before pregnancy for an enormous range of attributes,
such as how tall they're likely to be, what body type they will have, their hair and eye

color, and even, conceivably, their IQ and personality type.
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The ample sunlight and extremely wet climate of many tropical areas encourage the

growth of towering trees with wide canopies. This thick top layer of the rainforest dictates
the lives of all other plants in the forest. New tree seedlings rarely survive to make it to the
top unless some older trees die, creating a “hole” in the canopy. When this happens, all of
the seedlings on the ground level compete intensely to reach the sunlight.
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LAFEf Strangles and Buttresses — £ 4 7] .

Competition over nutrients is almost as intense as competition for light. The excessive

rainfall rapidly dissolves nutrients in the soil, making it relatively infertile except at the top
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layers. For this reason, rainforest tree roots grow outward to cover a wider area, rather
than downward to lower levels.
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WFE ' What is a rainforest? — Bt .

These forests receive between 160 and 400 inches of rain per year. The total annual
rainfall is spread pretty evenly throughout the year, and the temperature rarely dips below
60 degrees Fahrenheit.
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Lt 40 B 8 1 Deforestation — /N7 f) 45 — Bk .

In the past hundred years, humans have begun destroying rainforests at an alarming
rate. Today, roughly 1.5 acres of rainforest are destroyed every second. People are cutting
down the rainforests in pursuit of three major resources:

« Land for crops

+ Lumber for paper and other wood products

« Land for livestock pastures
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America is a country that now sits atop the cherished myth that work provides

rewards, that working people can support their families. It's a myth that has become so
divorced from reality that it might as well begin with the words “Once upon a time”. Today
1. 6 million New Yorkers suffer from “food insecurity”, which is a fancy way of saying

they don’t have enough to eat. Some are the people who come in at night and clean those
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skyscrapers that glitter along the river. Some pour coffee and take care of the aged parents

of the people who live in those buildings. The American Dream for the weltto-do grows

from the bowed backs of the working poor, who too often have to' choose between
groceries and rent.

In a new book called”“The Betrayal of Work”, Beth Shulman says that even in the

booming 1990s one out of every four' American workers made less than ‘$8. 70 an hour, an

income equal to the government’s poverty level for a family of four. Many, if not most, of

these workers have no health care, sick pay or retirement provisions. *»u*‘v”}

We ease our consciences, Shulman writes, by describing these people as “low
skilled”, as though they’re not important or intelligent enough to deserve more. But low-
skilled workers today are better educated than ever before, and they constitute the linchpin
(%) of American industry. When politicians crow (4 & ¥ ¥ 1 5¢) that happy days are
here again because jobs are on the rise, it's ‘these jobs they're really talking about. Five of
the 10 occupations expected to grow big in the next decade are in the lowest-paying job
groups. And before we sit back and decide that that's just the way it is, it's instructive to
consider the rest of the world. While the bottom 10 percent of American workers earn just
37 percent of our average wage, their counterparts in other industrialized countries earn
upwards of 60 percent. And those are countries that provide health care and child care,
which cuts the economic pinch considerably.

Almost 40 years ago, when Lyndon Johnson declared war on poverty, a family with a
car and a house in the suburbs felt prosperous. Today that same family may well feel poor,
overwhelmed by credit-card debt, a second mortgage and the cost of the stuff that has
become the backbone of American life. When the middle class feels poor, the poor have
little chance for change, or even recognition.

1. By saying “it might as well begin with the words ‘ Once upon a time”” (Line 3, Para. 1),
the author suggests that the American myth is

2. What is the American Dream of the well-to-do built upon?

3. Some Americans try to make themselves feel less guilty by attributing the poverty of the
working people to

4, 'We learn from the passage that the difference in pay between the lowest paid and the
average worker in America is than thaf in other industrialized countries.

5. According to the author, how would an American family with a car and a house in the

suburbs probably feel about themselves today?
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