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All the important themes.of our present time are put into the
European perspective — it's time to do this with architecture as
well! Projects from all parts of the continent have been selected
to create a representative overview of the latest European archi-
tecture. The great variety of European architecture is guaranteed
because there is only one project presented per architect - with
high-quality pictures and plans. Particular emphasis has been
placed on making sure that many small creative and surprising
buildings are presented alongside much-quoted “musts’.
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PREFACE

PREFACE

Does European architecture exist?

This seems a pointless question at a time when
European fi rms are creating entire cities in Asia,
and American fi rms are constructing a great number
of arts buildings in Europe. And if it does exist, what
are its characteristics? Is there a particular formal
language, or has globalization already done its
harmonizing service?

This book is an attempt at a contribution to answer
these questions. Not with theoretical reflections, but
by presenting 1000 contemporary buildings. 1000
European buildings by 1000 European architects.
Not that 1000 buildings are nearly enough to
shed light on all the facets, but they add up to a
representative kaleidoscope of different briefs
and styles. Not all well-known architects may be
featured, but instead, there are those who have
not — yet — caught the national or international
eye. Alongside published key buildings there are
treasures which have hardly been noticed yet;
beside functionally designed large structures there
is utopian architecture, mostly by young architects
who haven't got many projects under their belt yet.
What all of them seem to have in common is a
well-developed architectural diligence, be it in the
distinctive richness of forms, strict minimalism or
the response to the brief: Late, post- and second
modernism sit alongside architectural engineering
and deconstructivism. It is possibly this multiplicity
— the avoidance of common sense — which is the
main feature of European architecture. But maybe it
is also the comparatively restricted space in Europe
that produces important gems on the one hand, and
a more intensive contextual analysis on the other.
Or it is the approach to the respective / common
roots in terms of architectural history.

As differences and similarities are identifi able by
region rather than by country, we have divided
Europe into fi ve differently colored areas. Have an
exciting journey through contemporary European
architecture.
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Danish National Research
and Education Buildings

Henning Larsens Tegnestue
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Copenhagen

IT UNIVERSITY

The IT University is arranged around a large central
atrium. Here, group and meeting rooms, designed
as corbeled boxes, are dynamically placed - like
extracted drawers of various sizes. The building is
elevated, and a metal frame folds around the entire
volume in one singular dynamic movement.The
facades inside the frame are divided into horizontal
strips of glazing of varying color and character —
powerful green, translucent and clear.
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“LANDSBYEN" KINDERGARTEN

The actual building is on two floors, with a glass
facade, balcony and terrace throughout the length of
the building facing a play area and park. A number of
staggered wooden louvers have been positioned in
front of the facade to adjust and vary the incidence
of light. Facing the street, the facade is darker and
more solid. The entrance is located in a little bend
in the building, and from here you enter a central
distribution room. This was made possible by working
with prefabricated, room-sized modules transported
to the building site.
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CITY
Copenhagen

FLINTHOLM STATION

Flintholm Station is designed for a capacity of
60,000 passengers and will be one of the largest
stations in Denmark.The design intention is to join
three stations together as one complex so the
passengers just refer to one station. A large glass
roof covers all 3 stations and will be the image
and viewpoint of the station.The new combined
station has safe and visible passenger routes and
the distance between the different systems bus-
train-metro is shortened as much as possible.The
station is located in a park and at the same time all
the existing bridges are renewed in order to create
uniformity.
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DANNBROGSGADE KINDERGARDEN

The concept for the building stay is a giant window,
and at first sight, this building does not exactly
come across as a nursery. Reducing the number
of elements and making them multifunctional has
maintained the clarity of the structure. However,
behind the strict facades with black steel panels
and the glass elements that extend over an entire
floor, there are light, spacious and inviting areas for
free play and learning.
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. . TEGLVARKSHAVN
The canal city will primarily consist of residential G
dwellings. This is a pilot project for future <]
" -
development. The ever-present water will be )
% 5 . " . =]
a major contributor to the quality of life in the & S
TeglvArkshavn. The unsentimental and rational L
structure is overwhelming in its imagery because its
origin differs from other ordinary parts of the city.
In between the buildings, one experiences varied
spaces: as if seen through a Polaroid filter, views are z
controlled — open and transparent east and west, g
enveloping and closed north and south. w
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