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Classic Fairy Tales

The Sleeping Princess®

|

Once upon a time, there was a King and a Queen. Far
many years they had no child. Then the Queen had a beautiful
baby daughter. They were very glad.

When the baby came, the King and the (Queen asked all the
fairies® of the country to their house, and they said, “We have a
baby now. Do come 10 the house and see our new little girl. ” All the
fairies said, “We are very glad for you; we will come today, ”

Bur one of the fairies had gone away on a journey; she had
been very far away. She had not come back when the Queen’s
child came. When she came back, she heard that the king had

asked all the {fairies except her. She was very angry.

M princess; & %

@ fairy: A&
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This fairy was a bad fairy. She said, “The King went 10
all of you; why did he not come to me? I shall go and see the
King's daughter. I shall give her some bad things. ”

All the fairies came to the King’s house. When they
passed by the little girl, they all gave her some good things.
One said, “J bless her: she shall have riches. ™ The other one
said, “I bless her: she shall become a kind woman. ” And the
next one said, “I bless her. she shall become a beautiful
woman. © All gave her some good things,

Then there came the bad fairy, As she passed the baby’s
cradle, she said, “The King asked all the fairies, but he did not
come to me, 0 I shail give the child the curse. She will have
riches; she will become kind; she will become beautiful. But,_
when she is sixteen, she will prick her hand with a needle and die, ™

“Oh, no!™ screamed the poor Queen; she did not know what
to do. The King said to the good fairies, “The poor girl shall not
die. Can’t you help me? Say that she shall not die!™

A good fairy was quickly saying a magic spell to change the curse.
Then she said, “The child will prick® her hand with a needle, hut she
shall not die, She shall fall into a very deep sleep for many years. ™

@ prick: 4
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Classic Fairy Tales

The Queen asked, “When will my daughter waken?”

“1 don’t know,™ the fairy said sadly.

“In a year's titne, ten years or twenty?" the Queen went on.

“Maybe in hundreds of vears’. Who knows?” said the fairy,

“Oh! What would make her waken?” asked the Queen weeping,

“Love,” said the fairy. “If a man of pure heart were to
fall in love with her, that would bring her back to life!”™

Then the fairies went away.

The King called for all his men and all the Queen’s women,
and said, “Go and hting me all the needles of the house. ”

They brought all the needles of the house to the King.
The King threw them into a river far away in person,

Then he said, “See that no needle comes into this house.
See that no man and no woman hring a needle near my child. 1

shall kill them if they do. ”

1

The years went hy; the little Princess grew up and
becarme the most beautiful girl in the whole country. The
Princess wanted to see all that she could. She wanted to know
what the men were doing in the garden. She wanted to know

the names of all the {lowers and of all the trees, She said to the
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Clgssic Fairy Tales

men in the King’'s garden, “What is the name of this flower?
What is the name of this tree?” In the house she wanted to see
all that there was to see,

She wanted to know how many rooms there were in the
King's house, and who lived in all the rooms. 5o she went into
one room, and then into another room, and then into another.
She went into hig rooms and little rooms, and very little
rooms. Then she said, “1 have been to all the rooms in the
house. ” But there was one room where she had not been to.

Her mother was always very careful to keep her away from
needles, But the Princess, on her sixteenth birthday, as she went
through the house, found a new room that she had never seen. It
was a little room very far away from all the other rooms. The door
of the room was shut, She went to the room and called, “Open the
deor!” But no one came, She called once. She called twice; then
the door was opened., The Princess went into the room: and there
she saw a very old woman.

The old woman was sitting near & tahle. She had some
cloth in one hand, and a needle in the other hand.

The Princess asked, “What are you doing?”

“I am making something,”™ said the old woman,

“What are you making?"” said the Princess.
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Classic Fairy Tales

»

“I am making some clothes,” said the old woman.

“What is that in your hand?™ said the Princess.

“This is the cloth,"” said the old woman.

“No!” said the Princess. “What is that in your other
hand?”

“That?” said the old woman. “That is a needle, ™

The Princess said, “Give me the ‘needle’; I want ta see
it, 1 have not seen a needle, I do not know what a needle is. "

The old woman said, “Have you not seen a needle hefore?
How can it be? Needles are seen in all houses. ”

The old woman gave the needle to the Princess.

“Give me the cloth,” said the Princess, “1 want to make
clothes. ™ Then the old woman gave the Princess the cloth.

The Princess pricked the cloth with the needle —but she
pricked her hand. She dropped to the floor and fell asleep)

A {ziry came to the Princeas, She took her and put her on a bed.

The fairy said, “When she wakens, who is she going to
see around her? Sirange faces and people she doesn’t know? 1
can never let that happen. It would be too painful for this poor
girl.l "

Sao the fairy said a spell. Then all the men and the women
in the house fell asleep. The King fell asleep at his tahle, and

the Queen fell asleep, sitting near him,
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