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Preface to the Chinese Edition

I am pleased to see the publication of this Pu Tong Hua translation
of my book. It opens the opportunity for a dialog with millions of peo-
ple, and with a civilization that has long revered the teacher. Such a
conversation will undoubtedly enlighten all of us. I must confess, how-
ever, that I have a special interest in this new conversation. My grand-
sons, Adam, age 3, and Nathan, age 4 months, can trace their herit-
age to China. Their other grandparents were born in China, and Adam
and Nathan are both learning English and Pu Tong Hua.

Teaching has become increasingly important to the great universi-
ties of the world. Following the Second World War, many universities
emphasized research and pretended that great teaching did not matter
and emphasized the learning of the researchers over that of the
students. But we have come to recognize that we cannot sustain a
learned community in the world if we promote the learning of one gen-
eration of scholars at the expense of the learning of all others. Research
and teaching have something in common, and outstanding teachers rec-
ognize that common ground. Both are concerned with learning, one
with the learning of the researchers, the other with the learning of
students. In the Learning Universities of the future, we must find ways
for the learning of one to complement the learning of the other.

Great teachers recognize that there is much to learn about how
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best to foster someone elses learning. Human beings are complex crea-
tures, and their histories, body chemistries, and the societies in which
they live can have huge influences on how and whether they learn. We
can learn much from research about all of the complex forces that shape
learning, but we can also learn from the thinking and practices of great
teachers. We can learn, among other things, that they are good learn-
ers of learning, constantly trying to improve how they understand what
it means to learn, all of the complex forces that can shape learning,
and how they and their students can best understand the nature and
progress of learning. This book tries to capture some of that insight.

The book has been translated into more than half a dozen langua-
ges and has become an international best seller, but no language is
more important than Pu Tong Hua because of the number of people who
read it. I look forward to the exchanges of ideas that this translation
will undoubtedly promote, and I hope that I may, someday, contribute
to that ongoing conversation in Pu Tong Hua as I attempt to keep up
with my grandsons in learning the language. I am afraid, however, that
right now, they are making more progress than I am.

I wish to think the wonderful people at Peking University Press
who have worked so diligently to make this project possible, including
the translators Ming Tingxiong and Peng Hanliang, and others involved
in editing, and designing the new book. Without their very hard work,
this book and the conversations that will come from it would not be pos-
sible. 1 value their efforts and their very kind friendships as the project
has unfolded. I have made some new and very dear friends who have

taken loving care of the work. To all of them, I say, thank you.

Ken Bain
Montclair State University

of New Jersey, June 2007
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