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Preface

Diging Zang Autonomous
Prefecture was established on September
13 1957 To attain
prosperity, people of the prefecture have
followed the leadership of CPC to

onomic

explore their way of development and
they have indeed achieved a lot. Since
the “Eighth Five—Year Plan” period
the Party Committee and Government
of the Prefecture have focused their
attention on the theme of development
Relying on an in—depth understanding
of the Prefecture's situation and making
creative innovations, they finally set the
goal of “building Diging into one of the
best Zang areas in China”

“The universe runs in its own way
and a man of integrity should strive
unceasingly. The earth carries all things
with it and a man of great virtue should
accommodate all imposed on him.”
Harmony between people and nature
brings about prosperity of the world
Diging has long been a Lind of choice for
Zang ethnic. and thanks to the efforts of
its past and present leaders,” one of
Diging's counties, Zhongdian County
managed to scquire an internationally
known name: Shangri—La County,

which really put it on the map

The approval for the renaming was
given on December 17, 2001 by the
State Council of the People's Republic
of China. On May 5 of the following
year, people from Diging and other areas
in Yunnan, Sichuan, and Tibet got
together to hold the grand renaming
ceremony

Since then, a new blueprint has

unfolded for this unique Shangri—La, a

land of great rivers, grand canyons,
towering snow mountains, grasslands,
lakes, and countless rare species

With this blueprint, people will
renew their understanding of Diging's
Zang culture under the name of
Shangri—La. With this blueprint, people
from the world will find a completely
new Diging and therefore understand it
better and love it deeper

“Diging” s a Zang dialect word
that means “a place of happiness and
luck™ Behind it is the cultural
accruement of Zang people who used to
name places after their natural totems
Because of this, cach new generation
inherits from its predecessors not only

residence, but also a desirable mindset
and spiritual homestead. Peaceful and
honest, Zang people of Shangri—La
always comply with the idea and
principle of harmonious development
between people and nature. They
cherish, in their adorable way, all life
forms in Mother Nature. This is what we
are after: harmony between people, and
harmony between people and nature

Not only a spiritual homestead for
people, Diqing is also a land full of
natural reserves. However, people here
do not seck development at the expense
of land resources. On the contrary,
Diging people love nature and protect
their ecological
evidence of their unparalleled wisdom
and farsightedness, hence the extreme
beauty and sacred status of this land. In
fact, the area is so well preserve
becomes a rare place of biological
diversity even in the whole world
Keeping a harmonious relationship with
others and with nature, and keepit

ivironment, an

their appearance in harmony with their
inner world, peaple here give mountains
and waters soul and trees and grass
feeling. They never impose on Mother
Nature their burden of survival. Their
understanding of harmony between
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people and nature and their love to the
land stem right from the profound
Shangri—La Culture

For a long period after the
establishment of the new China, some
unwise political movements took place,
which unavoidably affected Diging. Like
people in other parts of the county,
Diging people also destroyed forests and
re—channeled rivers to make fields. To
make matters worse, between September
1957 when the Prefecture was
established and 1972, the Party and
administrative bodies of Diging
Prefecture and Zhongdian County were
combined twice to function as one,
leaving local land and mineral resources
unattended ro

In middle and late 1980s,
governments of Diging Prefecture and
its three counties set up land and mineral
resources administrations one after
another. However, these authorities
were in fact affiliates to some other
functional departments and they were
structurally incompetent to fulfill their
duty in land and mineral resources
administration

It was not until 1996 when a

separate Land and Mineral Resources
Bureau of Diqing Prefecture was
established that the Prefecture got an the
right track in this field. The
Administration performed well in taking
detailed stock of land resources
preparing overall planning for land
utilization, and prospecting mineral
resources of the Prefecture, all basic
works closely related to Diging's
sustainable development

Entering the 21st century, the Party
Committee and Government of Diging
Prefecture highly value the role of *
ecology, culture and industry”  in
Diging's development and thriving
Land resources protection and
development are regarded as a major
factor and foundation for the
prefecture's thriving

Based on the same notion, the Party
Committee and Government of the

Prefecture have made a series of

significant decisions to return the

grain plots to forestry and grassland”
and  “use the arable fields and develop

mineral resources in a reasonable
manner

1 believe, so long as we completely

carry out the strategic planning of the
Central Party Committee and the State
Council, so long as we firmly stick to the
developing arrangement of the Party
Committee and Government of Diging
Prefecture, so long as we take realistic
approach to issues such as utilization and
protection of land resources, Diging will
enjoy rapid social and economic
development, ethnic unity, and political
stability. In addition, Diging people will
enjoy better living environment with
greener mountains, bluer sky, and
clearer water, leaving a harmonious
Shangri—La to the coming generations
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Natural Treasures, Outstanding Talents
About Diging Zang Autonomous Prefecture

Diging was liberated in 1950 and
established as a Zang autonomous
prefecture on September 13, 1957 upon
the approval of the State Council. For
the past fifty years, Diging Prefecture has

achieved a lot under the leadership of

CPC. It has established a new ethnic
equality,
solidarity, mutual aid, cooperation, and
brotherhood™ . Since the reform and

relationship featuring

apening up, Diging has undergone huge
historical changes. It is now a stable
society with ethnic unity and economic
Diqing
Shangri—La is emerging on the
Qinghai—Tibet Plateau

prosperity. A vigorous

In Zang language, Diging means “a
place of happiness and luck”
Diging turns out to be the legendary
Shangri—La”

In reality

. a peaceful paradise where

people have been searching for over half

a century and where people and nature
coexist harmoniously. Diging stands in
the south—to—north Hengduan
Mountain Range at the extension of the
Qinghai—Tibet Plateau. Surrounding it
are Yunnan, Tibet, and Sichuan
Provinces and traversing it from north to
south are the Lancang River and the
Jinsha River. Actually, it is in the center
of the national Three Parallel Rivers

Jinsha River

Resort, which is formed by the aforesaid
two rivers and the Nujiang River. Its
unique landscape features " the screen—
like snow mountains and the belt—like
"It is indeed a shining
peatl on the Northwest Yunnan Plateau

Diging Prefecture takes up an area
of 23,780 square kilometers. It adjoins
Changdu District of Tibet Autonomous
Region to the north, Ganzi Zang
Autonomous Prefecture and Liangshan
Yi Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan
Province to the ecast, and Lijiang Naxi
Autonomous County and Nujiang Lisu
Autonomous Prefecture of Yunnan
Province to the south and west. It has

jurisdiction over Shangri-La County,

Degin County, Weixi Lisu Autonomous
County, and Shangri—La Economic
Development Zone. The prefecture
government is seated at Jiantang Town of
Shangri—La County, governing 29
townships and 184 administrative
villages (offices). By the end of 2006, its
population toraled 372,000, with a
density at 16 people per square
kilometer. Among the 26 resident ethnic
groups are Zang, Lisu, Naxi, Bai, Yi,
Hui, Miao, Nu, and Pumi. Nine of the
ethnic groups have a population of over
1,000 each. Zang people account for

35.13% of the total population

Diging has rich natural resources. It
is the only passageway to enter Tibet
through Yunnan and the center on the
golden tourist route linking Yunnan,
Tibet, and Sichuan. In history, it served
as the transfer station for economic and
cultural exchange and material
distributing center between Zang
and central China. The famous
Horse Route runs right through it
mysterious land is vast and rich in natural
resources, no wonder it is called the *
Kingdom of Animals” and “Kingdom
of Nonferrous Merals”

Diging boasts the majestic snow
mountains and glaciers. The Kawagebo
Peak (6,740 meters above sea level) of
the Meili Snow Mountain is the highest
peak in Yunnan. The Baimang Snow
Mountain, Haba Snow Mountain, and
Balagezong Snow Mountain are among
those of their kind with the lowest
latitude in the north hemisphere. In
addition, there are those rare low—
altitude (2.700 meters above sea leve
modern glaciers such as the Mingyonggia
Glacier and the Sigia Glacier, which are
of great value for sightseeing, scientific
research, and exploration
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Diging has breathtaking rivers and
canyons. The Jinsha River and Lancang
River run through it and the Lancang
River Canyon and Tiger—Leaping Gorge
have long been known in the world
There are also attractive white—water
terraces, snow mountain meadows, and
lakes. In addition to the Shennu Qianhu
Mountain, Napahai Lake, and Swan
Lake, there is the Pudacuo National

Park, the first of its kind in mainland of

China. These alpine lakes form the
purest fresh—water lake group in Asia
The beautiful meadows of the major and
minor Zhongdian account for one fifth

of the prefecture's area

Diging has diversified rare animals
and plants, including over one hundred
rare tree species, several hundred kinds
of traditional Chinese herbs, 1,578
species of wild flowers from 1,060
families and 312 genera, and countless
birds and animals. In Diging, the number
of the Yunnan golden monkeys, which
are praised as the second most cherished
animal of China, accounts for 58% of its
world population

Diging gives sheltéer to several
mystetious and profound religions
People from 26 ethnic groups coexist

here and their religions, including
Tibetan Buddhism, Christianity,
Dongbaism, Catholicism, and Islamism,
thrive side by side. With grandiose
the Songzanlin Temple,
Dongzhulin Temple, and several other

appearance

temples attract the believers and the
tourists alike.

Diging is the hometown of songs
and dances. It is the Mecca for
international music circle. Local dances
include the Benzilan Guozhuang Dance
of Zang people, Weixi Tacheng Reba
Dance, Degin Xianzi Dance, and Duijiao
Dance of Lisu people. Among the
festivals are the religious Gedong Festival
of Zang people, new year of Zang
calendar, May Horse Racing Festival,
Kuoshi Festival of Lisu people, and
February 8th Festival of Naxi people
Ethnic customs, costumes, and foods are
also varied and attractive. Even the
funeral style is mysteriously luring

Diging is also proud of the ethnic
handicrafts, including the Zang—style
wooden bowl, carpet, bronze wares, and

silver ornaments. Even more attractive
are Zang medicine, Dongba pictograph,
and primeval religious totems of local

peaple.

under feudal
integration of

In history, Diging wi
serf system featuring the

administration and religion” , which was
completely shattered in 1930 and serfs
were emancipated. Since 1978, the
prefecture has been developing rapidly
with the guidance of Deng Xiaoping
Theory and under the leadership of
CPC. It has rurned from an agricultural
prefecture with poor traffic facilities,
backward economy, and low
productivity into one of developed
economy, advanced social condition
prosperous market, and improved
facilities for information industry,
education, science, and culture. People
here are enjoying their prosperity, unity,
and ethnic brotherhood

Now. people of Diging Prefecture
are determined to unite around the
Central Party Committee with comrade
Hu Jintao as secretary general, hold high
the banners of Deng Xiaoping Theory
and * Three Representatives’ , and
follow the leadership of the Party
Committee and Government of Yunnan
Province. They are ready to make greater
contribution to building up a
harmonious society and making Diqing

more beautiful place
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A Mysterious Land, Rich Mineral Reserves

About the Land Resources Bureau of Diging Zang
Autonomous Prefecture

nomous Prefecture

ed at the tip of the
ai—Tibet Platean, ¢

of 23,780 square kilometers. It possesses

extremely tural resources

Diging has ¢
{ and mining d

perienced a long history
clopment. Accounts

ound about the land deve
in Western Zhou Dynasty (11th Century
BC). Mining had never ceased between the

opment

Tang Dynasty and the Republic of China
Republic of Chini
administrations
Industrial
Construction Bureau and
Before 1949, lind of Za
was congrolled

During the several

industrial were st up
including the Burean and

Department
ommunities in
i governed by
k blocs (namely Shuca) and owners of
Land dlong t Jinsha
Weixi
controlled by the feudal landlord class. The
for land

ind serfs
and most land in were
prefecture had no special or

administration

New China w
ind in 1958, the
completed in the prefectur

established in 1949,
nd reform”  was
With  *
people’ land of
the prefecture was wried from private
land was

s communes” in place

owned and
and township

owned into state
county, district
After 1966, land in the three

ure was gove

governed by
governments
med by

counties of the prefe

civil admi tion organs of the relevant

county. At lower levels, land was governed
ades, and
land

ounties was

by communes, production br
production ps. After 1981

administration in the three

shifted to the county planning

T 198
Town and
Country Construction Bureau. On
30, 1994, the Scheme on Reform
Administrative Setups
pproved for

commissions. which, after De
was again transferred to th

Octobe
of Party and
Diging Prefecture was
implementation by the Party Committee
and People’ Yunnan
which officially Land
Administration of Diq

30 departments

Government of
Province lists the
and Mining
Prefecture as ¢

e of th
Diging Prefecture Go

rnment

1996, according to D. F
Land and

On June 3
[1996] No.7 Document, the
Mining Administration of Diqing Zang
Autonomous was established,
which in 2002 was reformed into the Land

our Burean of Diging Prefecture

Bureau takes over the functions of the
Prefecture fand
zoning and regulating, the functions of the
Star

Planning Commit on

Prefocture owned Assets

Administration on asset management of

state—owned resources, and the functions
and Country Construction

management. The

of the Town
Bureau on
Land
Prefecture has five funcrional departments
Office, Department of Planning
ind Regulations, Department
Land Mapping for Protection of Arable
Fields, Department of Mineral
Development Administration, and

Depa
Environment Administration
the land and mining administration
Diging Prefecrure has truly g

mapping
Resources

Policies

Geological

Since then,

tment of

onta

right track

Land resources work in Digi

results due to the correct leadership of the Pr

Department and

Prefecture Party Committee

x Prefecture has received g
incial Land Resource

and €

due to the joint efforts of all personnel in land resour

prefecture. Re
Diging Prefecture have decided to devel

full play
¢ principle
velopment

of

ently, the Party Committee

culture, and indu
developing during prote
was set for Diqing” s lanc

vernment and




