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In a purely biological sense, fear 52. The “so-called fight-or-flight response”
begins with the body’s system for reacting (Line 2, Para. 1) refers to © »
to things that can harm us — the so-called A) the biological process in which human

. . « . .
fight-or-flight response. “An amma} that beings’ sense of self-defense involves

can’t detect danger can’t stay alive,” says
Joseph LeDoux. Like animals, humans
evolved with an elaborate mechanism for
processing information about potential

B) the instinctive fear human beings feel
when faced with potential danger

C) the act of evaluating a dangerous

threats. At its core is a cluster of neurons situation and make a quick decision
(M 22 5T) deep in the brain known as the D) the elaborate mechanism in the human
amygdala (RABEED). brain for retrieving information

LeDoux studies the way animals and 53. From the studies conducted by LeDoux we
humans respond to threats to understand learn that

how we form memories of significant events
‘in our lives. The amygdala receives input
from many parts of the brain, including

A) reactions of humans and animals to

dangerous  situations arte often

regions responsible for retrieving memories. unpredictable

Using this information, the amygdala B) memories of significant events enable
appraises a situation—I think this charging people to control fear and distress

dog wants to bite me—and triggers a response C) people’s unpleasant memories are
by radiating nerve signals throughout the derived from their feelings of fear

body. These signals produce the familiar signs
of distress: trembling, perspiration and fast-
moving feet, just to name three,

D) the amygdala plays a vital part in
human and animal responses to

potential danger
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The consistently wet, warm weather and ample sunlight give plant life everything it needs to
survive. Trees have the resources to grow to tremendous heights, and they live for hundreds, even
thousands, of years, These giants, which reach 60 to 150 ft in the air, form the basic structure of
the rainforest. Their top branches spread wide in order to capture maximum sunlight. This creates
a thick canopy (5E) level at the top of the forest, with thinner greenery levels underneath. Some
large trees grow so tall that they even tower over the canopy layer.

As you go lower, down into the rainforest, you find less and less greenery. The forest floor is
made up of moss, fungi, and decaying plant matter that has fallen from the upper layers. The
reason for this decrease in greenery is very simple: The overabundance of plants gathering sunlight
at the top of the forest blocks most sunlight from reaching the bottom of the forest, making it
difficult for robust plants to thrive,

The Forest for the Trees

The ample sunlight and extremely wet climate of many tropical areas encourage the growth of
towering trees with wide canopies. This thick top layer of the rainforest dictates the lives of all
other plants in the forest. New tree seedling rarely survive to make it to the top unless some older
trees die, creating a “hole” in the canopy. When it happens, all of the seedlings on the ground
Jevel compete intensely to reach the sunlight,

Many plant species reach the top of the forest by climbing the tall trees. It is much easier to
ascend this way, because the plant doesn’t have to form its own supporting structure.

Some plant species, called epiphytes, grow directly on the surface of the giant trees. These
plants, which include a variety of orchids and ferns, make up much of the understory, the layer of
the rainforest right below the canopy. Epiphytes are close enough to the top to receive adequate
light, and the runoff from tlle cangpy layer provides all the water and nutrients (FE4>) they need,
which is important since they don’t have access to the nutrients in the ground,

Stranglers and Buttresses

Some epiphytes eventually develop into stranglers, They grow long, thick roots that extend
down the tree trunk into the ground. As they continue to grow, the roots form a sort of web
structure all around the tree. At the same time, the strangler plant’s branches extend ﬁpward,
spreading out into the canopy. Eventually, the strangler may block so much light from above, and
absorb such a high percentage of nutrients from the ground below, that the host-tree dies.

Competition over nutrients is almost as intense as competition for light. The excessive rainfall
rapidly dissolves nutrients in the soil, making it relatively infertile except at the top layers. For
this reason, rainforest tree roots grow outward to cover a wider area, rather than downward to
lower levels. This makes rainforests trees somewhat unstable, since they don’t have very strong
anchors in the ground. Some trees compensate for this by growing natural buttresses. These
buttresses are basically tree trunks that extend out from the side if the tree and down to the
ground, giving the tree additional support.

Rainforest trees are dependent on bacteria that are continually producing nutrients in the
ground. Rainforest bacteria and trees have a very close, symbiotic (3t 4: §)) relationship. The
trees provide the bacteria with food, in the form of fallen leaves and other material, and the

bacteria break this material down into the nutrients that the trees need to survive.
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One of the most remarkable things about rainforest plant is its diversity. The temperate
rainforest of the Pacific Northwest are mainly composed of a dozen or so tree species. A tropical

rainforest, on the other hand, might have 300 distinct tree species.

All Creatures, Great and Small ,

Rainforests are home to the majority of animals in the world. And a great number of species who
live in other environments, including humans, originally inhabited the rainforests. Researchers estimate
that in a larger rainforest area, there may be more than 10 million different animal species.

Most of these species have adapted for life in the upper levels of the rainforest, where food is
most plentiful. Insects, which can easily climb or fly from tree to tree, make up the largest group
(ants are the most abundant animal in the rainforest). Insect species have a highly symbiotic
relationship with the plant life in a rainforest. The insects move from plant to plant, enjoying the
wealth of food provided there, As they travel, the insects may pick up the plants’ seeds, dropping them
some distance away. This helps to disperse the population of the plant species over a larger area,

The numerous l_)&l@ of the rainforest also play a major part in seed dispersal. When they eat
fruit from a plant, the seeds pass through their digestive system. By the time they excrete (HEIH)
the seeds, the birds may have flown many miles away from the fruit-bearing tree.

There are also a large number of reptiles and mammals in the rainforest. Since the weather is
so hot and humid during the day, most rainforest mammals are active only at night, dusk or dawn,
The many rainforest bat species are especially well adapted for this lifestyle. Using their sonar,
bats navigate easily through the mass of trees in the rainforest, feeding on insects and {ruit,

While most rainforest species spend their lives in the trees, there is also a lot of life on the forest
floor. Great apes, wild pigs, big cats and even elephants can all be found in rainforests, There are a
number of people who live in the rainforests, as well. These tribes—which, up until recently, numbered
in the thousands—are being forced out of the rainforests at an alarming rate because of deforestation.
Deforestation

In the past hundred years, humans have begun destroying rainforests at an alarming rate,
Today, roughly 1.5 acres of rainforest are destroyed every second. People are cutting down the
rainforest in pursuit of three major resources:

@ Land for crops

@ Lumber for paper and other wood products

@ Land for livestock pastures .

In the current economy, people obviously have a need for all of these resources. But almost all
experts agree that, over time, we still suffer much more from the destruction of the rainforests
than we will benefit. The world’s rainforests are an extremely valuable natural resource, to be
sure, but not for their lumber or their land. They are the main cradle of life on Earth, and they
hold millions of unique life forms that we have yet to discover. Destroying the rainforests is
comparable to destroying an_unknown planet—we have no idea what we’re losing. If deforestation
continues at its current rate, the world’s tropical rainforests will be wiped out within 40 years.
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1. Virtually all plant and animal species on Earth can be found in tropical rainforests.

e ettt

f 5 o € F A

=]




i

W om s o €@

92%_1\_557» WP RERE - —KFRARE

o oo

9. .
10. As we are still im millions of unique life forms in the rainforest, deforestation can be
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There is not much change in the weather in the tropical rainforests all the year round.
The-lazgest.aumber, of rainforests in the world are located on the Wt ! ‘;7
Below the canopy lexsl-of a tropical rainforest grows an w A/

. New tree seedlings will not W the canopy level unless
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lzplphytes, which from much of the understory of the rainforest, get all their water nutrients

from .
Stranglers are so called because they : by blocking thg_glnﬁgh%im for

the nutrients.
Since rainforest bacteria and trees depend on each other for life, the relationship they form is
termed

Plant species are dispersed over a large area with the help of

compared to the destruction of
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Part [ Listening Comprehension (35 minutes)
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the

end o f each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the
conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. A fter each question there will be a
pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and
decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 2 with a
single line through the centre.
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11. A) She isn't going to change her major. C) She studies in the same school as her brother.

B) She plans to major in tax law, D) She isn’t going to work in her brother’s firm,

12, A) She will do her best if the job is worth doing.

B) She prefers a life of continued exploration.
C) She will stick to the job if the pay is good.
D) She doesn’t think much of job-hopping.

13. A) Stop thinking about the matter. C) Be more friendly to his sci'xoolmate.
B) Talk the drug user out of the habit. D) Keep his distance from drug addicts.
14, A) The son. C) The mother,
B) The father. D) Aunt Louise.
15. A) Stay away for a couple of weeks. C) Look after the Johnson's house.
B) Check the locks every two weeks. D) Move to another place.

16. A) He didn’t want to warm up for the game.

B) He didn't want to be held up in traffic.
C) He wanted to make sure they got tickets.

D) He wanted to catch as many game birds as possible.

17. A) It will reduce government revenues. C) Tt will mainly benefit the wealthy.




