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w Grapple with' the Profit Motive

By David Barboza

EA

EXE 3£ AN, FELEALXEENS
A ANENEAAKBTLI600 5, MLk "hiE
WHEEC 28T 1100 7y E &%, %1% 2006 &
BESHEKR A LREES, B HEE EHALHTK
AR, EEFERT —ARMEXRTHR  EEH
ZF KRB B Y MNP KA

ast October, a colleague persuaded® Xu Jinglei, a Chinese actress
and filmmaker, to start writing her own Web log.

Now, five months later, Ms. Xu, 31, is the country’s most popular
blogger, and her runaway® success has given rise to* an online debate here
about the economic value of blogs and who should profit from them.

Ms. Xu’s blog has already received more than 11 million visitors. She
now says companies have contacted her about placing advertisements on
her blog. But Sina.com, the big Chinese Web portal® that puts the blog on-
line, says it has no plan to commercialize its celebrity blog spaces.

The discussion is one of the latest signs that blogs could eventually
become a highly profitable way of musing® rather than simply a lonely
stage for online blathering’. There are already an estimated 100 million
blogs worldwide, about 16 million in China alone. But almost none of them
garner® significant advertising revenue, and Internet executives are still un-
sure if blogging will become a powerful force in online commerce.

The debate here in China was touched off a few weeks ago when Ms.
Xu — who is a well-known actress, screenwriter and independent film di-
rector — hinted® in a television interview that she might be able to cash in
on her blog’s soaring popularity by selling advertising on the space.

In a telephone interview this weekend, however, Ms. Xu clarified her

view, saying she was open to commercial opportunities but was not sure

R Rt ag
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whether placing ads next to her blog was appropriate.

“I’d like my blog to be a comparatively”® quiet space,” she said. “If
there’s some very good advertising idea, I’ll consider it, but there’s not
right now.”
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Many people on the Web have sided with' her right to profit from her
blog, but executives at Sina.com, which is based in Beijing, say they have
no plans for blog ads. Sina.com, which is listed on Nasdaq, had revenue of
$194 million in 2005, including $85 million from advertising; it is the sixth-
most-viewed Web site in the world.

“There’s no commercial use of blogs on Sina today, and whether
there’s going to be in the future is not clear,” said Meng Xiangpeng, a
company spokesman.

Sina introduced many of its celebrity blogs late last year, and they are
extremely popular. Movie stars, singers and even corporate executives are
now blogging and seeing their blogs as a way to reach new audiences and
even, perhaps, brand themselves.

Li Yuchun, the winner of China’s “American Idol”-like contest “Super-
girl” of last year, has a blog; so do Wang Shi and Pan Shiyi, two real es-
tate tycoons.

Hong Huang, an irreverent” magazine publisher and media darling,
started her own blog on Sina.com last Valentine’s Day. Within days, she
wrote somewhat critically about her ex-husband, the director Chen Kaige,
and his recent martial arts fantasy film The Promise.

Suddenly, Ms. Hung’s blog shot up to the top spot in Sina’s daily poll
of the most popular blogs.

No one, however, is as popular as the elegant and intellectual Ms. Xu,
who became well known here as a television and movie actress soon after
she graduated from the prestigious® Beijjing Film Academy in 1996. Later,
she began directing and producing independent films, like her 2004 remake
of the Austrian writer Stefan Zweig’s novel, A Letter From an Unknown
Woman, which earned her the best director award at the San Sebastian Film
Festival in Spain.

On her blog, Ms. Xu writes about her daily life, posts photos of meals,
lists her favorite flower (the tulip), colors (black and white), and movies,
and muses about philosophy, filmmaking and the economics of blogging.

“I may have some business sense, but very limited,” she conceded” in

a recent blog entry.
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“The only thing I'm concerned is to be a good writer. How to develop
an economic model for the blog? 1 will leave such a confusing question to
my colleagues and the LT. elite.”

(New York Times,March 6, 2006)
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China Openﬂmghﬂl:llbef Railway with First Train Setting Off fo Tibet

S i
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hina on Saturday opened the world’s most elevated' railway with
the first pair of passenger trains traveling across the “roof of the
world”.

Two trains set off at Golmud and Lhasa, the two start-up points of
the Qinghai-Tibet Railway that is dubbed® an “engineering marvel” that has
linked Tibet with the rest of China for the first time.

A passenger train coded® “Qing 1” pulled out from the Golmud station
at 11:05 am. carrying about 600 passengers including role models of
builders of the railway, representatives from the Chinese government, jour-
nalists from official media organizations including Xinhua News Agency and
CCTV, in addition to ordinary passengers who bought their own tickets.

The train is scheduled* to arrive in Lhasa at midnight.

Before the train left, Hu made a keynote speech’ at a launching ceremo-
ny of the railway, and cut the red ribbon for the opening of the railway.

The opening to traffic of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, Hu said, is an-
other magnificent accomplishment we have achieved in our modernization
drive. Construction of the Qinghai-Tibet railroad is a long-cherished® dream
of generations of the Chinese people.

“The project is not only a magnificent feat in China’s history of rail-
way construction, but is also a great miracle of the world’s railroad histo-
ry,” he told an audience of 2,600 on a square in front of the Golmud rail-
way station.

Some 1,142 kilometers away, Tibet’s regional capital Lhasa saw off a
train bound for’ Lanzhou, capital of northwest China’'s Gansu Province, at
11:12 am.. The train, coded “Tibet 2”, carries about 700 passengers in 16
compartments and is expected to arrive in Lanzhou in 30 hours.

Norbu, a 28-year—old Tibetan farmer from Gonggar, left home before
daybreak to join the celebrations at Lhasa railway station and to catch a
glimpse of® the train. “I’ll board a train myself sometime to visit the inland
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areas.”

Xie Yuke from Qinghai provincial railway administration, 35, a Han Chi-
nese, is piloting the train’s maiden trip on the plateau. Among the passen-
gers are Tibetan herdsmen® farmers, retired governmental officials, builders
of the railway and journalists.
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schedule v. WiiE,%&H § 9 herdsman n. MR

make a keynote speech & &xEEEF

Gk W=

2006 F AR FAHUE

@




Trains traveling across the roof of the world, with extra oxygen
pumped into the cabins to prevent passengers from suffering altitude sick-
ness, will traverse a mountain pass sitting 5,072 meters above sea level as
it rises up to the Tibetan plateau, and will drive through the Hoh Xil, Chi-
na’s largest area of uninhabited” land.

The cars were installed! with environment-friendly toilets, wastewater
deposit tank and garbage treatment facilities to protect environment along
the railroad.

All the Chinese characters that appear on the electronic screen in each
railway car have been translated into Tibetan and English.

The Qinghai-Tibet railway is 1,956 kilometers long, with 960 km of the
track located 4,000 meters above the sea level and the highest point at 5,072
meters. The project is dubbed an “engineering marvel” because people used
to think the perennial” ice and slush® along the route could never support
tracks and trains.

The railway is projected to help double tourism revenues by 2010 and

reduce transport costs for goods by 75 percent in Tibet, officials said.
(Chinaview, July 1, 2006)
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