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Prologue

{Dictionary of Chinese synonyms) is a handbook for primary
and intermediary Chinese learners.

There are more and more people interested in learing Chinese and
many of them can speak gook Chinese. Now there is need, on the basis of
the ability to roughly communicate, to express one’s ideas more accurate-
ly. Problems occur more often since the vocabulary is daily increasing and
since there are many differences between Chinese and English and many
differences among near-synonyms when being used in collocation. The
purpose of this handbook is to help learners avoid and reduce errors in the
application of synonyms.

Included in this handbook are groups and words, all in alpha-
betical order.

This handbook is different from other similar dictionaries in
that we think in terms of English, not in terms of Chinese. We
make full use of many years of our teaching experiences. We pay
special attention to those English near-synonyms which need to have
different ways of expression in Chinese. For instance, “to go” in
Chinese can mean “zdu”or“qt”. But in modern Chinese, “zdu” is
not followed by an object, while “qi” is followed by an object.
These words are very often usd and more likely used incorrectly. It
is our intention to pur these words in our handbook. For practical
purposes, we have about 10 word groups for a word for your conve-
nience and references. These examples are followed by a comparison
of correct and incorrect sentences and bilingual differentiation of
their meanings. To meet the needs of all levels of learners we have
Chinese phonetic alphabet for words, word groups and sentences.

We hope that this handbook will be really handy for Chinese learn-
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