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U. S. Filmmaker and Producer

n mid-2003 for its annual ranking of “The 100

Most Powerful People in Movies” Premiere maga-
zine placed filmmaker Steven Spielberg at the top of its
list. In making this rating, the magazine described Spiel-
berg as a “culture-shaping, blockbuster-making, Oscar-
winning , studio-owning icon of cinema.” To date, Spielberg’s
feature films have grossed over $3.1 billion at the domestic
box office, making him the most commercially successful

moviemaker in the history of American cinema.

Knowing the Audience
Spielberg, who has won two Best Director Academy

Awards to date, is a talented craftsman whose artistic vision
has shaped and been shaped by the sensibilities of the aver-
age filmgoer. Spielberg has a great ability to play upon
people’s hopes, fears, and shared experiences in a com-
pelling way. Over the decades he has worked in many movie
genres, including thriller (Jaws, 1975), science fiction (Close
Encounters of the Third Kind ,1977), farce ( 1941, 1979 ) ,
adventure (Raiders of the Lost Ark, 1981), horror ( Poltergeist,
1982 ), drama ( Schindler’s List, 1993 ), war ( Saving Pri-
vate Ryan, 1998 ), and action ( Minority Report, 2002 ).
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U. 8. Filmmaker and Producer

No matter what type of motion picture he undertakes, he
instinctively looks for those underlying elements that can be

best appreciated by most of the audience.

Searching to Improve Himself

Like most serious artists, Spielberg is always searching
to improve his creative output. He admits that he is never fully
satisfied with his past pictures, despite the fact they have
pleased millions of viewers. According to Steven: “I can
watch my own movies up to a point,and then I become too
critical about choices and missed opportunities and better
shots, that a year later seem more vivid in my mind than what
I'd remembered a year before.”

Spielberg has been consistently successful from early in
his career. However, he has come to accept that his many
achievements in the entertainment industry at a relatively
young age may have distracted him from greater artistic goals
over the years. In accepting the honorary Irving G. Thalberg
Academy Award in March 1987 for “creative producing,” he
observed, “Most of my life has been spent in the dark watch-
ing movies. Movies have been the literature of my life.”

While in his forties, he realized the following about himself
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U. S. Filmmaker and Producer

and his generation: “In our romance with technology and our
excitement at exploring all the possibilities of film and
video, I think we’ve partially lost something that we now
have to reclaim. I think it’s time to renew our romance with
the word. I'm as culpable as anyone of exalting the image at
the expense of the word.” In other words, Steven wanted to
make the emotions—the artistic center—in his films just as
compelling as the visual elements for which he became
famous. Receiving the prestigious Oscar tribute, he said, “It
reminds me of how much growth I have ahead of me in order
to be worthy of standing in the company of those who have
received this before me.” He realized that, as a primary
maker of mass entertainment, he has a responsibility to stim-
ulate moviegoers’ intellect as well as amusing them. This
strong moral obligation has since become a key factor in
all of Spielberg’s endeavors:as filmmaker, studio owner,

business entrepreneur, charity giver, and family man.
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U. S. Filmmaker and Producer

teven Allan Spielberg was born December

s 18,1946, in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was the first-

born child of Arnold and Leah (Posner) Spielberg, followed
by three sisters: Anne(1949), Sue(1953), and Nancy(1956).
Steven’s first three years were spent in Avondale, a suburb of

Cincinnati with a large Jewish community.

Family Influences
From his earliest years, Steven’s family life formed
enduring memories, wishes, and frustrations, many of which
would find their way eventually into the screen works of this
" future filmmaker. Steven’s father, an electrical engineer, and
his mother, a former concert pianist, were emotional oppo-
sites. Their contrasting approaches to life had a great effect
on their son. Steven’s dad was a workaholic, constantly
concerned with providing for his family. Arold Spielberg
was usually too preoccupied with his career in technology
to focus much attention on his gifted boy who, from an early
age,was always asking questions,wanting to know about

everything.
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