The Tao that can be expressed m words is not the true and eternal e im)”  ALpedm)” T IR e ©
Tao; The name that can be uttered in words is not the true and etemal name. B MUK RN T RN
The word Nothingness may be used to designate the beginning of
Heaven and Earth; The word Existence (Being) may be used to
designate the mother of all things.
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Preface to the Second Edition of
Book of Tao and Teh

—A Brief Introduction to Guodian
Slip-text of Lao Zi

Gu Zhengkun

The year 1993 has witnessed an astonishing discovery of the earliest texts
of Lao Zi in China, probably also the earliest book ever found so far in the
world! In the village of Guodian, near the town of Jishan, the Shayang
County, Hubei Province, lots of bamboo slips were unearthed in Tomb
No.l1 of the Guodian tombs. The archeological scholars confirmed that the
place where the tombs were excavated was the ancient Chu capital from
about 476 BC until 278 BC, before the State of Chu was overrun by the
Qin Dynasty, and that the Tomb No. 1 was dated at least to the latter half of
the Warring States period (mid 4" to early 3% century BC). Those slips
now are known as Guodian Chu Slips  (¥8J5 # ). The bamboo slips
number in total about 804, including 702 strips and 27 broken strips with
12072 words The Guodian Chu slip texts, being restored, ' were divided

1ghtf;en SCC(IOHQ(, ‘and have been transcribed into standard Chinese and
publlslﬁd‘ unécr »th&;ﬁe Chu Bamboo gglzps Jfrom Guodian by Cultural Relics
Publishing House Publishing House, Beijing, May 1998. Needless to $ay, these
manuscripts,  once revealed, have g1v3n rise: twt émltemept ‘i‘fi’&the
intellectual community both in China and in the\ st, and they have brought




about a prodigious amount of scholarly controversies and output.

What is special about the slips is the fact that the texts written on strips of
bamboo that have miraculously survived intact since 300 B.C. include both
Taoist and Confucian classics. The text of Lao Zi is by far the earliest version
of Dao De Jing ever unearthed. Some of the Taoist texts previously unknown or
different from the received Taoist Texts, such as the texts edited by Wang Bi
(E35#), He Shanggong (¥ k/A), Yan Zun (/%) and the Silk Texts of Lao
Zi (12 F) found at Mawangdui (5 EHE)+in 1973. The Taoist texts are
divided into three parts, or three bundles, respectively called Lao Zi (A), Lao
Zi (B) and Lao Zi (C). The extreme exiting part of the discovery of the Taoist
texts is the text so far never known and now entitled “ X —*7K” (The Great
One Begot Water) (just named after the first line of the text). The text is believed
by many scholars to be the oldest existing writing on Chinese cosmology. If
this part is added to the present version of Lao Zi, the book length considerably
increases, containing more than 81 chapters. For my own part, although
some scholars still have doubts about the authorship, I firmly believe this text
is the expression of Lao Zi’s Taoism, that is why I have entered this text into
the present book.

Some variants in Guodian Lao Zi offer startling ideas that are believed to
be of great academic significance. For example,  the following phrases are
supposed to be. the most important changes in the text of Lao Zi where 4% %
# and #i{"37 X are respectively replaced by 4% 79 and 4thF €. Some
scholars thus vehemently eonc{ude that this‘is the: firm p’

f that Lao Zi was not
really against Benevmlenqg (RenL) and that the ideas of- dlst:ardmg benevolence
and rectitude (%Fﬁﬁs and- discarding sages and wisdom (%%ﬁ%‘) must
have been just the ideas of Zhuang Zi and his msc{ples who_later on imposed-
the ideas on the Taoist texts. Smee Lao Zl’s texts were G&ead and mctedi
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together with Confucian texts and since Lao Zi is believed not to be against Ren,
some Chinese scholars feel ready to suggest that Taoism and Confucianism were
not hostile to each other, at least they did not go into conflict in their time. I
wrote an article to voice my different opinion of the argument to be
published recently in a journal.

Many scholars tend to think that one thing is certain, that is, with the
discovery of the Guodian Chu slips transcribed before 300  BC- (the latest
possible date of their burial), the transcription must have been earlier than the
burial itself, - and Lao Zi’s texts therefore must have been made at least before
or in the early period of Warring States. Thus the assumption once held by
some scholars for scores of years that Lao Zi’s texts are later than works
bearing the names of Zhuang Zi, Mencius, and Xun Zi is obviously wrong.

My translation of Book of Tao and Teh was first published by New
Century Publisher in 1993, and then, after some revision, published by Peking
University Press in 1995, and up to now reprinted 5 times. My English version
takes advantage of manifold acce[;ted Chinese editions, above all, Mawangdui
Silk Texts of Lao Zi, usually with profuse annotations. However, Guodian Lao
Zi, as an extreme important archeological achievement, was not made available
because it was not until May 1998 that Chu Bamboo Slips from Guodian was
published by Wenwu Publishing House, = Beijing. Fortunately, I could now
avail myself of the opportunity to attempt a revision proposed by China
Translation & Publishing Corporation. Emendations are carefully made wherever

>0 0o®

I{Q}ﬂ’lﬁ them obviogsly mecessary compared with the Guodian Lao Zi texts.
ﬁdst emmﬁéﬁbns api;tﬁr as notes for thev4sake of convenience of the reader to
distinguish the suipplgments from the old i'émjon Besides, I haye translated the
full text of A~ *:/K(The Great One Begot wa‘terg , +a Taoist documént,
though scholars so far do not reach the final cqh‘ﬂu‘gi‘on as‘to whether it is the
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text by Lao Zi; it is safe to say that the dominant spirit of the text echoes that
of Taoist system of thought. In order to differentiate the text The Great One
Begot Water from the current version of Dao De Jing, 1 have attached it to the
end of the book.

I'd like to express my gratitude to many readers who have kindly shown
their favor for the Book of Tao and Teh and offered many of their valuable
suggestions ever since it was published. Thanks go to Professor David Bevington,
president of the Shakespeare Association of America, who once wrote to me
kindly saying my version is “the most readerable” of the editions of Lao Zi
he has ever read. My thanks also go to certain instructors of a couple of
universities (including the Yale University) or colleges that once designated the
book as the reference textbook for their students, which surely has encouraged
the translator to further this third revision of the book.

Last but not least, my gratitude goes to Miss Li Yuchao, director of the
Copyright & Planning Department of China Translation & Publishing
Corporation, for her generous proposal of bringing to fruition the revision of
the present edition of the book.

August 2006, Peking University
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