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rpiece, the rare rocks on the Three Gorges through
hd sge, which are beyond the reach of human force.

this is the first time that the photographer gave
be:it is the last opportunity for us to appreciate them.
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BB BHE NS S, HAFLFITRE.” u Yuan says: “T'll
go on seeking truth all the way, though

it is hard to go.”







ALY EHENSSE, =W, Guo Moruo says:
“Referring to unique beautiful sceneries

>

the Three Gorges is the best one.”
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I declined to write one preface but promised to write
another one in the same day. Compared with this preface,
1 could make much more by writing another one. How-
ever I refused without any hesitation just because of my
personal likes. At that time. I agreed to do it absolutely
because of friendship. After reading this book, I can’t wait
to write the preface.

Qiao Debing is my friend and he is also the writer
of the Rare Rocks on the Three Gorges. We don’t com-
municate with each other often. In the late spring of 1990,
I went to Wanxian County to attend a regional meeting
which was organized by Sichuan Literary Federation,
where I met him for the first time. He was a man of me-
dium height and he was not talkative. In my eyes, he was
just like an ordinary person who served the meeting. It
seemed that he had nothing to do with the arts. One of
my friends who work in Sichuan Literary Federation told
me that I made a great mistake just because I judged him
by his appearance. In fact he is a man of high reputation
called “the first photographer in Xiajiang area™ whose
photographic pictures are of a great deal in quantity and
of a high quality. At the end of 1997, the photographic
exhibition of “Love the Three Gorges, Construct the Three
Gorges™ held by Chongqing Municipal Government and
the Three Gorges Construction Committee directed by
the State Council had its opening ceremony in China
Revolutionary Museum which lies on the left of the
Tian’anmen Square. At that time [ was responsible for
the exhibition affairs. I accompanied many honoured
guests to enjoy the pictures. Some of them showed great
interest in one of the pictures called The Red Leaves taken
by Qiao Debing, which has left a great impression on me
till now. On the first representative assembly of
Chongging Photography Artists Association which was
held on the first year when Chongging became a
municipality, he was elected vice chairman. However he
is still the man whao he used to be and he is ¢till devoting
himself to his favourite career. There was an incident
happened before his retirement. He was ready to apply
for a senior technical title, but for some unknown reasons,
he was eliminated. The literary and art circles in Wanzhou
County made complaint about it. I intended to help him
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struggle for another chance. He gave me a phone call and
said he was all right. Even if he hasn’t got a title, he could
live as happily and richly as before. You know at the mo-
ment I showed my greater admiration for him whose
moral character is seldom seen in Chinese literary and
art circles nowadays. So I would like to write the preface
for him.

The first time I got Qiao Debing’s photographic
album, I have realised that it is an extraordinary work
which is a true-to-life depiction of the Three Gorges. Just
as what he said: All the pictures in his book are carefully
chosen from his thousands of pictures about the rare rocks
on the Three Gorges, which were taken for several times
a few years ago. He named his book The Rare Rocks on the
Three Gorges, which has listed its own character. Of the
particularly strange-looking rocks on the either side of
the Three Gorges, there are some photographers who have
taken pictures of some of them. But there is no one like
Qiao Debing who has specialized in photographing the
rare rocks. So there is no doubt that Qiao Debing is the
first photographer who has specialized in taking pictures
of them on the Three Gorges. And his book The Rare Rocks
on the Three Gorges is also the first photographic album
which specially records the rare rocks on the Three
Gorges. Only based on the points, its value is trival mat-
ter and its aesthetic and visual arts have reached a quite
high level. It can also afford some reference for the geo-
graphical research and history origin.

I show the same interest as Qiao Debing in the rare
rocks on the Three Gorges too. In the summer of 1992, |
completed a reportage called Shennii, the Goddess Tells me
in which I wrote two sentences by myself: Mother Na-
ture carved the Three Gorges on the Yangtze, she also
shaped the sky on the Yangtze. At the end of 2002, I com-
pleted another book related to the regional culture called
The Scenic Spots in Chongging. 1 have consulted a lot of
reference about geology and history. Thus the process that
the Three Gorges came in exist has come into my eyes
clearly. The Three Gorges area still preserves the cross
section of ancient rock system of the earth’s crust and
fossils of this planet’s oldest lives some 2.3 billion years
ago, revealing the secret and traces of changes in the struc-



ture of the earth. This area, together with what is today’s
Sichuan Basin, used to be a vase expanse of ocean some
200 million years ago. During the earth’s Indo-China
Movement, the Qinling Mountains emerged from the
ancient sea, gradually forming the topographic features
of China: higher in the west and lower in the east. Dur-
ing the Yanshan Movement of about 70 million years ago
the land plates pressed against each other, resulting many
rises and falls on the surface of this part of the earth.
During the third Himalaya Movement some 40 million
years ago, hilly lands and mountains rose west of what is
today’s Three Gorges and plains and lakes appeared east
of this area. But until 200 thousand years ago, there was
no channel between what is today's Sichuan and
Chonggqing area and today’s Hubei Province. It still re-
mains a mystery as to how the rain wore the rocks, how
rocks dissolved in water and the river cut through the
mountains and found its outlet in the east, forming the
Three Gorges and the Yangtze River of today. Nature has
carved the high dliffs and strange-looking rocks on the
banks of the Yangtze along the Three Gorges and has also
formed karst limestone caves in this area. They are natu-
ral wonders rarely seen in other parts of the world. In the
book The Rare Rocks on the Three Gorges, there are so many
imposing pictures which have witnessed this vivid pic-
ture scroll.

There are many literary men who have spoken
highly of the rare rocks on the Three Gorges throughout
the ages. Since the Qin Dynasty (221-206B.C), the Three
Gorges area has attracted and inspired many poets,
writers, and painters, and consequently, numerous
poems, stories and paintings about this area have been
created. In the poems and essays by Song Yu of State Chu,
Du Fu of Tang Dynasty and Zhang Wentao of Qing Dy-
nasty there were detailed narration of beautiful fairy tales
and vivid description of the landscapes and people of the
Three Gorges area. In one of his books Shuijingzhu
(Geographical Notes), Li Daoyuan of the six dynasties
period, gave the first detailed description in history of
the unique scenery of the Three Gorges: “On both banks
of the Three Gorges are continuous mountains without
break; the towering cliffs with mountains upon moun-

tains screen the sky and clouds and hide the sun and the
moon; and the sun and the moon cannot be seen unless
at midday or midnight.” Compared with the imagery of
the literary works, the photographic works are more per-
ceptive and easier to reach its common understanding
between the writer and the readers. Based on this point,
the book The Rare Rocks on the Three Gorges itself seems
more precious. More and more people could enjoy the
beauty of the rocks and the Three Gorges directly instead
of only depending on their imagination.

The rare rocks on the Three Gorges, extraordinary
wonders donated by the nature, could not be remade by
man-made craft. You know they can’t be duplicated. It is
known to all that with the construction of the key water
control project of the Three Gorges on the Yangtze River,
especially the second and the third phase of the project,
maybe half a year or two and three years later, many natu-
ral scenic spots will be sunk into the river, and even some
of them existing will not be as magnificent as they used
to be. That is an inexorable trend which people can’t avoid
during the process of human's development. Qiao
Debing, a photographer, resolutely decided to do what
he could by means of his camera in order for leave the
descendants these precious pictures about the rare rocks,
even if he shouldered great misfortune that he was elimi-
nated in applying for a senior technical title. I show my
great admiration for his spirit of persistence and his
values. From now on if people want to appreciate the
overall beauty of the rare rocks, it is the most probably
that his photographic album is their best choice. Even if
some other photographers would take pictures of the rare
rocks before the second phase project, they are not ex-
pected to have a complete album like Qiao Debing’s. The
book The Rare Rocks on the Three Gorges is the only photo-
graphic album which has recorded the overall pictures
of the rare rocks on the banks of the Yangtze River. I think
it will be permanently existed. It is by means of photog-
raphy that it could be handed down from generation to
generation. People could feel gratified to do such a mag-
nificent event in their lives.

March 24th.2006
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