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We are extremely grateful to the authors and publishing houses for all the articles

chosen as texts in this textbook. We hope that the pleading for the permission to use the
related articles for teaching purposes will receive kind and generous consideration.
‘ Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders before publication.
However, in some cases this has been impossible. If contacted, the publisher will ensure

that full credit is given at the earliest opportunity.



Abbreviations

abbr. abbreviation

adj. (a.) adjective

adv. (ad.) adverb

AmE American English
BrE British English
e.g. for example

esp. especially

etc. et cetera (and so on)
fml formal

infml informal

int. interjection

n. noun

para. paragraph

pl. plural

prep. preposition

pron. pronoun

sb. somebody

sth. something

V. verb.

vi. intransitive verb

vt. transitive verb
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[/ cat /p/ pig
/o/ hot /b/ back
/e/ bed /t/ tea
/e1/ name /d/ day
/it/ see /k/ car
/1/ sit /g/ get
Ju/ good /£/ face
/v/ book /v/ very
/au/ go /s/ say
/o/ tall /z/ 200
four /0/ think
[ai/ after /8/ then
/n/ cup // shoe
/3/ bird /3/ pleasure
/a1/ fine /tf/ cheap
/au/ now /dz/ just
/a/ boy /1/ like
/15/ near /r/ rice
/ea/ hair /m/ mine
/uva/ tour /n/ nice
/v/ sing
/h/ hat
/i/ year
/w/ water
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How to Get Straight A’s

Warm-up questions:

1. What are your study
habits?

2. Do you want to get
straight A’s? Why
or why not?

10

re-class Task 1

Read the text once for the
main idea(s). Do not
refer to the notes, the 5
glossary, or dictionaries.

Getting straight A’s isn’t as impossible as you may
think. You don’t have to look strange and you don’t have
to give up your social life. Some of your classes aren’t so
easy and your time — filled with sports, clubs, friends,
chores and maybe even a part-time job — doesn’t exactly

these five easy steps to success and we think you’ll be
surprised at the results on your next report card.
Pay attention

The single most important practice to use, when
hoping to achieve wonderful grades, is listening. It may

your friends or pass notes. Paying attention to only what
the teacher is saying and writing on the blackboard allows

it’s not just hearing, it’s learning and remembering. Think

20 of when your best friend is telling you something

important. Are you humming a tune, or do you sit and

really listen to what they have to say?
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Teat A

Take notes

Taking notes in class is important, but if not done
people who sit and write down every single thing the teacher
says usually don’t get the highest grades in class? It’s more
important to listen.

Write down a few key points in the discussion. Make a few
notes to yourself or perhaps ask the teacher about them after
class.

Keep up

Studying for a test is important enough. Don’t make it more
so by leaving behind required reading for the night before the
test. Do your best to keep up with reading assignments so that
when the time comes to study, you just have to take a look and
lay stress on the most important parts to refresh your memory.
You should never be first learning something the night before a
test. If you should miss school because of illness, make sure a

keep up out of special reasons, talk to the teacher right away.
Don’t wait until it’s too late!
Get organized

In every class there’s one who has a lot of loose papers and

5 can never find anything or remember when an assignment’s due.

Typically, the student gets C’s at best. Keep your papers for
each class organized in separate folders or binders. Keep track
of all your assignments’ due dates in one date book. Always plan
ahead. Every time you write an assignment into your little
book, try to imagine how long it will take you to complete.
Keep in mind what other things you have coming up before it’s
due, like other assignments and personal engagement.
Sometimes it may be necessary to complete an assignment a
week before it’s due just so you don’t feel nervous when you
realize you have a test the same day and a birthday party the
night before.
Talk about it

The next time you have a big test, after you've done

studying, leave time to talk it over with a classmate or two. It’s

How to Get Straight A's



