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Preface

Mudanjiang — The Colorful City

Mudanjiang is the only city named after the river in China.

Mudanjiang, which means “Crooked River” in Manchurian language, originates from
the northern foot of the Changbai Mountain Ranges, then converges dozens of creeks from
LLaoye Mountains into the beautiful Jingpo Lake, wanders through Zhangguangcai Mountains,
and finally flows to the Songhua River.

Mudanjiang is beautiful thanks to the mountains, clegant thanks to the rivers, exotic thanks to
the snow, and moist thanks to the forests, with charming and splendid sceneries in four seasons.

Mudanjiang is the political, economic, and cultural centers in southeast Heilongjiang
Province, serving as one of the components of Mudanjiang Economic Zone together with Jixi
City and Qitaihe City. Jixiang Township. Dangbi Township. Suifenhe City, Dongning
County. and Huichun City, the five frontier cities, scatter like a fan with the center at
Mudanjiang. In addition, Mudanjiang is the hub of communications where Harbin-Suifenhe
Railway and Tumen-Jiamusi Railway, and 201 and 301 National highways meet. Mudanjiang
International Airport opened five international air routes and nine domestic air routes, ranking
the 6th largest airport in northeast China.

Mudanjiang is abundant in resources including forests, minerals, wildlives, wind power
and waterpower.

As one of China's top tourist cities and the second largest tourist city of Heilongjiang
Province, there are three phrases to describe the tourism of Mudanjiang — colorful sceneries,
various cultures and diversified tourist products.

Colorful Sceneries: Mudanjiang is rich in tourist resources, which could be divided into
cight categories, including River-Lake Resources, which feature Jingpo Lake, the Lotus
Lake, Ziling Lake, and Hailang Lake; Ice-Snow Resources, which feature snowy land, snow
castles, snow carvings, skiing resorts, rime trees, ice rivers, and ice lakes; Forests Tourist
Resources, which feature the nine national forest parks such as Crater Forest Park; Frontier
Tourist Resources, which feature the Russian folklore; Folklore and Cultural Tourist
Resources, which feature the ruins of Bohai Dukedom, Liuren Culture, Sea of Forests and
Snowy Land, Manchurian and Korean ethnic groups; Wildlife Resources, which feature the
Northeast Tiger-raising Center, Heibao Black Bear Breeding Base, Qiusha Ducks at Xiaobei
Lake: Industry-Agriculture Tourist Resources, which feature the high-techs, traditional
industries and agriculture; Urban Tourist Resources, which feature sceneries and large-scale
business facilities of the modern Mudanjiang and the border city Suifenhe.

Various Cultures: Mudanjiang has a long history and splendid cultures where many ethnic
groups live in compact communities. As early as the Old Stone Age of 10,000 years ago, Sushen
Man, the earliest residents of Northern China, lived at the Mudanjiang River Valley. Over 1,000
years ago, Mohe Man, the ancestor of Manchurian, founded the Bohai Dukedom, known as the
“Prosperous Dukedom in the East of the Bohai Sea.”leaving splendid Bohai Culture, making
Mudanjiang one of the birthplaces of Manchurian ethnic group. At the end of the Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911). a large number of businessmen and farmers immigrated here from inland China
thanks to the encouraging policies of the government. forming the first wave of immigration;

the construction of the Middle East Railway by the end of the 19th century and the “October

Revolution” (1917) in Russia led to another wave of immigration from foreign countries in the
early 20th century; after the founding of the New China in 1949, Mudanjiang experienced
another two waves of immigration with over 100,000 army men and high-school graduates in
the 50s and 60s respectively. So various cultures integrate here including Xinkailiu Culture,
Bohai Culture, Liuren Culture, Middle East Railway Culture, and the Black Earth Culture.

Diversified Products: Mudanjiang people developed five series of tourist products: First,
Lakeshore Holiday Products, which highlight Jingpo Lake, the Lotus Lake, Xiaobei Lake and
Ziling Lake. Second, Ice and Snow Tourist Products, which highlight five items: snow castle
at the Middle River Islet — the largest in the world, snow townships in deep mountains, snow
sculptures along major streets and squares, seven skiing resorts, and winter scene at Jingpo
Lake. In addition, Mudanjiang is also known as the “City of Snow,” because there are
amusement belts on the ice of the Mudanjiang River, Lotus Lake-Sandaotong Rime Tree
Valley. Third, Forests Tourist Products, which highlight the nine national forest parks, with
items like camping, floating, exploring, mountain climbing, and hunting. Besides, there are
Northeast Tiger Forest Park and Black Bear Amusement Park. Fourth, Folk Historical and
Cultural Tourist Products include scenic spots such as the ruins of the Bohai Dukedom of the
Tang Dynasty (618-907), Yang Zirong Memorial Hall, Weihu Mountain City, Dongning Fort
and Korean Folk Village at Jingpo Gorge. Fifth, Transnational Tourist Products, which attract
over 600,000 tourists coming from Russia to China, and over 140,000 Chinese tourists to
Russia each year, taking up 60 percent of Heilongjiang Province.

According to the Overall Planning of Mudanjiang Tourism Development, five circles are
drawn for the tourism of Mudanjiang — “East, West, South, North, and Middle.” The East
is named “Business Center at the National Border, Sino-Russian Frontier Trade,” which
highlights the border ports; the West is named “Sea of Forests and Snowy Land, Snow Town
Like Fairyland,” which highlights ice and snow; the South is named “Jingpo Lake on the
Crater, Prosperous Bohai Dukedom,” which is centralized at the Jingpo Lake; the North is

named “Lotus Lake and Jiuzhaigou Valley, 50-km Rime Trees,” which highlights rivers
and mountains; the Middle is named“Dreamlike Snow Castle, Colorful River City,”which
highlights the urban areas. This photo album will depict the beauty of Mudanjiang from the ‘

five aspects above. ‘
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1. Spring falls on the Jingpo Lake by Ji Guihe
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3. Summer scene by Wang Li
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2. Shuangfeng, a snowy town at Mudanjiang by Lv Dagian
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Business Center at the National Border, Sino-Russian Frontier Trade

The straight Sino-Russian Borderline is located in China's east most, lengthening 207
kilometers, on which Suifenhe City and Dongning County are like two small pearls,
witnessing the business and culture exchanges between the two countries.

Suifenhe City, a trade port with a history of 100 years, has taken shape between 1860 and
1902. Along with the Middle East Railway was put into use in 1903, the business and trade
of Suifenhe became prosperous. In the 1920s, there were about 250 motels in Suifenhe, with
foreign businessmen from 18 countries and peddlers from inland China traveling in and out
from Suifenhe and Haisenwai.

Many countries set up their representative offices here with their national flags flying in
the air, hence the name “Town of Flags.” In 1992, Suifenhe became one of the first few
frontier cities that opened to the outside world, serving as the real “Business Center at the
National Border” with the folklore of Russian.

Dongning County, though not as famous as Suifenhe, known as “Northern County with
Southern Scenery,” is a place of strategic importance of Sino-Russian frontier trade.
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5. Suifenhe Port by Zhang Qilin

6. Suifenhe Qingyun Market by Wang Li

7. Dongning Port, the key town for Sino-Russian frontier trade by Wang Li
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