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This book is dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Department of
Interior Design at the Central Academy of Arts and Design.
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Abstract

Analyses in a historical perspective indicate that the formation of any style of
design directly reflects the politics, economy, culture and socio-psychology of the
society of its time. This book strives to thoroughly track the development of interior
design in modern and contemporary China through analyses and discussions based
on research findings.

In the course of the development of interior design in modern and contemporary
China, the continuation and development of traditional Chinese style has been
accompanied by the spread and influence of Western ideas. Their interaction and
interfusion is the mainstream of the development. Chapter One of this book focuses
on the history of the development of traditional interior design of China prior to
1840, when foreign influences entered China. This discussion covers the
philosophy, formal characteristics and decorative methods of traditional interior
design and its relationship to the traditional system of construction management and
interior design.

Chinese entered modern history with the eruption of the Opium War in 1840.
Thereafter, the impact of Western architecture, culture and thoughts pushed forward
the style of Chinese traditional architecture and interior design to a new course of
development. Chapter Two discusses in detail the historical background of the
introduction of Western ideas of design into China and the way they spread as well
as their impact and influence upon Chinese traditional interior design. Chapter
Three discusses the exemplary designs of the modern period by Chinese and foreign
designers. By categorization, this chapter attempts to clarify the changes and
developments in the styles of design.



Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949, interior design has
gradually developed into a special field. Chapter Four of this book analyzes the
dramatic changes that took place between 1949 and the end of the Cultural
Revolution in 1976 and the impact of ideology upon interior design. With a focus on
China’s reforms and opening to the outside world, as well as a new surge of Western
ideas and culture, Chapter Five explores the teaching of interior design, the
construction of the theoretical framework and the rapid development of interior
design as an academic field. Furthermore, this chapter also discusses in detail the
diverse trend in the styles of Chinese interior design in the context of globalization.

The final part of this book is a brief review and summary of the development of
modern contemporary Chinese interior design, concluding that in this era of
“knowledge-based economy” centered around information technology, ecological
and organic design, guided by the concept of sustainable development, will, during
this era of information and technological innovation, allow Chinese interior
designers to both inherit the Chinese style, as well as continue to become the
direction of the explorations and pursuits of Chinese interior designers in the 21st
century.
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