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Preface

Recently, Yi Qunli, the Director of the Bureau of Dengfeng Land and Re-
sources Bureau, gave me a colored compilatory manuscript of Songshan Picture
Album, and asked me to write a preface for it. I have been to Dengfeng many
times where I climbed Songshan Mountain and visited Shaolin Monastery. So I
have special affection for Songshan and agreed with pleasure to write it when I
received the Album.

The global geopark application materials of Songshan have more than 200
pages. The pictures and words are a magnificent piece of writing in which the
forming process and typical geological structures of Songshan are stated
exhaustively. While I accompanied Dr. Eder, the geological specialist of UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), to investi-
gate Songshan, at that time we were sure for the application and did our best to
recommend Songshan into the candidate list of the first batch of global geopark.
Especially Dengfeng municipal goverment has paid more attention to this work,
and we were deeply moved by the enthusiasm of the cadres and staff of the
Dengfeng Land and Resources Bureau. Just like Yi Qunli said in the postscript,
the geology of Songshan is matchless and worthy of a global geopark. But I felt
that the Dengfeng people are indomitable and thoroughly tempered. They dare to
challenge, and love profoundly their glorious cause, so their spirits should also be
noted down in the annals of history.

Looking over the Picture Album, my eyes were immediately bright. Al-
though I climbed Songshan several times in former days, due to busy work, I
didn’t take careful notice of beautiful Songshan. Every photograph in the Picture
Album, although is not as good as the cloud sea of Huangshan mountain and

amorous feelings of Jiuzhai Valley, or as moving as the sunrise of Mount Taishan

as well as mountains and rivers of Guilin, Songshan had experienced global tec-
tonic movement during past 3.6 billion years, the wind and rain denudation and
blue sea cleanse cast such a wonderful mountain, which is tall and straight of
delicate beauty, and has jagged rocks of grotesque shapes with strange hills and
peaks, where the flowing springs and waterfalls and narrow path in precipice as
well as dangerous road on deep and serene steep cliff are real magnificent and
marvelous. So many beautiful things that one simply can’t take them all in. Espe-
cially the typical geological structures exposed in the scenery regions of Mounts
Taishi and Shaoshi and Luya waterfall, adding a word or two to clinch the point in
the Picture Album, make readers feel that the Picture Album is worth viewing and
admiring, and also a valuble book. Songshan is not only world-famous for Shaolin
Gongfu (martial art), but the firm geological structure exactly reflects that the
Gongfu comes from Shaolin and Shaolin hides the wide and elegant mystery of
Songshan. The legends of Shaolin Gongfu are exactly the evidences of vigorous
Songshan.

Closing the picture scroll and thinking deeply, I considered that the ancient
geological culture brought by the ancient geological movement to the human may
reappear its luster. From now on, Songshan, the well-known place far and near,
has dual prospect of both historical culture and geological culture. All these should

attribute to the intelligence and wisdom of Dengfeng people.

Director of Geological Environmental De-

Jiang Jianjun

partment of Ministry of Land and Resources.
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Several billi years fly over the
whole earth; mountains and ers have

been replaced from each other; constant

dropping wears the stone; the paradise of

the creatures and plants are deserted. Un-
til now Mt.Songshan begins to approach

the human beings. Songshan Geopark is

open, so the whole area is full of the boil-

ing celebration, and surprised of the world!
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Let’s remember those wonderful moments in the past years. On March 16,
2001, firstly Songshan geopark was affirmed as the national geopark, and after
almost two years’ plan and construction; on July first,2003, the sign stele of the
park was shown up, and the park was open as a national geopark; a month later,
on August 21,it s picked as the first candidate park under the patronage of
UNESCO. At p.m.23:25,0n February 13,2004, formally Songshan Geopark was
listed as the geopark under the patronage of UNESCO by the strict judgement,
finally at the same year on June 30, as a world geopark it began to meet the

visitors from the domestic and overseas.
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The lofty mountain , called as Zhong Yue , one of five famous mountains in
China, is entrenched in China Plain, situated at the centre of the main land. It
wanders about several hundreds of kilometres long, just like a huge dragon ly-
ing on the ground. On the basis of various geological features here , we can trace
the geological evolution of mountain area to present this3.5 billions of years’
history. It is here that three vehemently tectonic movement have taken place
since 2.5,1.85 and 0.54 Ga ago, respectively. Mt.Songshan rises up or sinks into
the sea once and again. Its subsidence brings the sedimentary, and its upheaving
leads to weathering and erosion, in addition, folds and faults frequently change
the shapes of the earth, so the unique geological features and landforms are
shaped here by all kinds of forces from the earth. Geologists named this famous

place as a geology cyclopedia.
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