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Professor Zhu Liangfeng, beford his retirement, had worked in South China
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences for 40 years on the research
and exploitation fields of phytochemistry and plant resources. In the last 10
yesrs, he engaged in Aloe research work and development project, and got good
achievement. During this time, he went on a tour of investigation to some
countries and districts in the southern Africa where are the primitive areas
of Aloe, and collected a vast amount of information on appearance, habitat,
reproduction, and processing methods of different aloe species, as well as many
photos too. After retirement, the author has compiled several books and picture
album published by the Shanghai Popular Science Publishing House.

Recently, he put those aloe species into watercoloured pictured and sent to the
press. Each picture can reappear different aloe species with individual pattern
and habitat. We can obtain both in artistic enjoyment and popular science

knowledge from them.

Professor Zhu Liangfeng has engaged in natural science research for long time,
and now, he showed readers those aloe species with drawing art. We can find
so many gorgeous aloe species in the world. If is praiseworthy that Prof. Zhu
offered his knowledge and drew these aloe watercoloured pictures by himself

after retirement years. This book is useful for enjoyment, reference and read.
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Aloe is a general designation of the Aloe (genus)
plants of the Liliaceae (family). As popular economic
plants, they are mostly distributed in Afria, especially
in the south part of Africa and Madagascar islands.
Among them, 3-5 species have been introduced
and cultivated all over the world, being used as raw
material in daily articles chemical industry, medicine
and healthy foods. Most of them have fantastic
appearance, gorgeous colors and strong adaptability
that made them easy to be cultivated as ornamental

plant in house, cartilage and park.

It’s been a long time since people picked Aloes for
medical use. It was first mentioned in the Egyptian
“Ebers” papyrus at about 1552 BC, as called as
“mysterious plant” and legend has it that the beautiful
Egyptian queen, Cleopatra, attributed her beauty
to the use of Aloe. The New Testament of Bible
mentions, “Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and
Aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. Then they
took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen
with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury.”

Nowadays, Aloe’s various functions in fields of
medicine, food and cosmetology have been further
explored by medical researchers. A survey conducted
by World Food and Agriculture Organization shows
that Aloe has most nutrient value among all wild
fruit and vegetables, which makes it “the best health
food in 21st century”. However, among the 548 kinds
of Aloe, only about ten of them are applicable to
medicine, and even fewer are safe enough to eat. For
people who love Aloe, it is very important to know

how to distinguish them and use them properly.

Since 1987, Professor Zhu Liangfeng has done a
lot of opening-up work in introducing international
Aloe resources into China, as well as developing
and analyzing it. After retirement, besides devoting
himself to natural science, he still sticks to his love for
Aloe and plants studying. After re-organizing Aloe
materials of 20 years, he has been painting the most
favorite plant Aloe in 3 years, producing a hundred
and more colorful aquarelle of Aloe series, making it

easier fot readers to appreciate and distinguish them.

For the publish of this book, my special thanks go
to Mrs. Wu Xiaolan, who offered great support and
help; Miss Xudan and fotoe.com, who make great

contributions to this book.
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“ THE AUTHOR

Zhu Liangfeng, researcher (professor), the Han nationality, was born at Guangzhou in
January, 1937, and graduated from Chemistry Department of Zhongshan (Sunyatsen)
University in 1960. He worked in South China Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy
of Sciences from 1964, engaged mostly in phytochemistry and plant resources, as well as
their exploitation and application research.

Before the retirement in 1998, he was the director of Plant Resources Department of the
South China Institute of Botany, the coordinator of the Asia Pacific Information Network
on Medicinal and Arometic Plants (APINMAP) operating within the framework of the
UNESCO-suppored Regional Network, the Principal of the Chinese National Node for
APLNMAP, the member of the Phytochemistry and Plant Resources Speciality Committee

of the Botanical Society of China, the expert of the Consultation Committee of the Aloe
Industry Committee of CAPNES.

The author got the special government allowance of the State Council form 1992, got the
achievement medal from the International Federation of Essential Oils and Aroma Trades

(IFEAT) in 1999.
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A tall tree up to 20m. high, with
many branches in florescense
multi branched, cylindrical,
hidden among the leaves, flowers
orange. Distributed in a broad
coastal zone of eastern and
south-eastern South Africa,
as well as Mozambique and
Swaziland. Found in dense

brushwoods.
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Aloe barberae
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Stout trunk with creased
bark, two-forked branches,
inflorescence erect, much-
branched, flowers yellow.
Distributed in the sandy soil
areas of central and western parts

of South Africa.

The hollow branches are used for
quiver making by local people

and so named “Quiver tree”.
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Aloe dichotoma
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Aloe dichotoma
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A tall tree, inflorescence
multibranched, flowers yellow.
Distributed in western South
Africa and Namibia. A famous
featured plant of South Africa.




Aloe pissansii
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The trunk very short or absence,
branched from the base, flowers
yellow, the orange stamens spread
out of the corolla. Distributed
in a small area of western South
Africa and southern Namibia,
found in rocky and sandy soil
areas.




