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9% Preview Quegtiong

Work in pairs or groups and discuss the following questions.

1. How do you learn English? In what ways are approaches to English learning
at high school different from those at college?

2. What do you think is the most effective way to learn English?

3. In your opinion, how can one be a successful language learner?

B Text

The Successful Language Learner

Some people seem to have the ability to learn languages. They can pick
up new vocabulary, master rules of grammar, and learn to write in the new
language more quickly than others. They do not seem to be more intelligent
than others, so what makes language learning so much easier for them?
Perhaps if we take a close look at these successful language learners we may
discover a few of the techniques which make language learning easier for
them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They
do not depend on the book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn
the language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain, they try to find the
patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for

clues and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess



again. They try to learn from their mistakes.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful
learners do not wait for a chance to use the language; they look for such a
chance. They find people who speak the language and they ask these people to
correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to
communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange
things; they are willing to make mistakes and try again. When communication
is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is
more important for them to learn in the language than to know the meaning of
every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They
want to learn the language because they are interested in the language and the
people who speak it. It is necessary for them to learn the language in order to
communicate with these people and to learn from them. They find it easy to
practice using the language regularly because they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language
learner, you have probably been learning independently, actively, and
purposefully. On the other hand, if your language learning has been less than

successful, you might do well to try some of the techniques outlined above.

# New Wordg

vocabulary /vou'kabjulori/ n. words known, learnt, used, etc. 3L
(&),

intelligent /in'telidzont/ a. having or showing powers of learning,

reasoning, or understanding A % 2

o9, BE 9




technique /tek'nitk/ n.

independent /,mndi'pendant/ a.

pattern /'peton/ n.

clue /klu:/ n.

conclusion /kan'klu:zon/ n.

active /'&ktiv/ a.
therefore /'deafo:(r) / ad.

communicate /ka'mjurnikert/ vi.

inexact /,mig'zakt/ a.
purpose /'p3:pas/ n.
purposefully /'pa:pasfuli/ ad.

practice /'praktis/ v.

actively /'ektivli/ ad.

outline /'auvtlain/ n.

Vi,

method of doing sth. that needs skill
®75,F %

not depending on the help, advice, or
opinions of others 7R 4% #i A A # 8h
# , Jk 569

the way in which sth. happens or dev-
elops & X, B X, X

sth. that helps to find an answer to a
question, difficulty or mystery £ %,
RT

a judgment or decision reached after
consideration #i&, 3 #

EF o, R

as a result; so &b, BT A

to share or exchange opinions, feel-
ings, information, etc. X % & W ( &
H,HEF);AE

not exact REHAE, RAFH

an intention or plan H #5, & @
AR B A

to do (an action) regularly or repe-
atedly in order to gain skill %4 3 ; 5
3, E &

BRI, 3%

the main ideas or facts of sth. , without
details 4% 2 #E, & .5

to give the main points; summarize #%



¥, 34,k
probably /'probabli/ ad. almost certainly =] 4& 3

£ Phrages & €xpreggions

take/have a look at look at A — &

first of all as the first or most important thing &
#x, % —

be willing to ' REMEF

be interested in show interest in %f------ B %A%

communicate with B 2R

on the other hand 5 —7 &\

1. rules of grammar; i&¥EHLM]

2. take a close look at; Here “close” means “thorough and careful”.

3. a few of the techniques: some of the techniques for language learning — %t
(BFEIW) BT

4. do not wait for a chance to use the language: 318 A & = to use the
language YEEE, &1 chance,

5. try anything to communicate ; try their best to communicate with others
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EL exerciges

Reading Aloud

I. Read the following paragraph aloud until you can say it from
memory.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful
learners do not wait for a chance to use the language; they look for such a
chance. They find people who speak the language and they ask these people to
correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to
communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange
things; they are willing to make mistakes and try again. When communication
is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is
more important for them to learn in the language than to know the meaning of

every word.
Comprehension of the Text

II. Choose the best answers according to the text.
1. Why do some people seem to have the ability to learn languages?
A. Because they are more intelligent than others.
B. Because they always wait for a chance to use the language.
C. Because they master some useful techniques which make language
learning easier for them.
D. Because they spend more time in learning than others do.
2. According to the author, successful language learners are

learners.



