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The magnificent Baimang Snow Mountain.
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Yunnan, a mysterious, wonderful land, has a
long history yet looks young.

For ages, Yunnan is like a fairyland isolated from
the world. In ancient times, this plateau was viewed
as colorful clouds emerging in the south.

Entering Yunnan, people will share a common
impression-marvelous attractions.

Entering Yunnan, you can enjoy the natural in-
digenous flavor and rich cultural atmosphere pen-
etrating this ancient land. Immediately, you will be
overwhelmed by an illusion of going beyond time
and space, gain a jq of appreciating and revering the
great nature, develop a feeling like a devout pilgrim,
and echoing in response with a love for life. The

6. BRI
A highland pasture.
7. HE4¥
Yunnan snub-nose monkey.
8. HRERE™ HHeEES

The mysterious Meili Snow Mountain, a world natural

heritage.

mixture of time with nature and history with moder-
nity will undoubtedly become a sail of thinking, brav-
ing the waves of the river of time, crossing the moun-
tains of space, and guiding the travelers on the path
in pursuit of the unique elements of every view.
With a history of more than 1.7 million years,
Yunnan is inhabited by 26 ethnic groups. The mean-
dering Hengduan Mountains and the torrent six river
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systems compose a complex geographical
environment. The ethnic groups vary in natural liv-
ing environment, historical process, and characters,
and this contributes to a variety of social and cul-
tural forms in Yunnan.

Entering Yunnan, you will soon get in touch with
the brave, diligent, and artistically talented people
of various ethnic groups and find yourself in a fan-
tastic world of ethnic cultures and customs.

Because of the co-existence of a variety of so-
cial forms, the place was considered a “living social
development history” by historians and
anthropologists. The people of various ethnic groups
have composed countless spiritual odes, created the
Bronze Culture, Dongba Culture, Cuan Culture, and
Nanzhao Culture, and left behind many splendid
gems of art.

The strangely designed totems and customs im-

bued with traditional culture present bewildering
landscapes.

The distinctive-styled residential structures, col-
orful costumes, amazing music and dancing, and
beautiful legends are permeated with astounding in-
telligence and a poetic touch of life, embodying all
the ethnic people’s efforts in carrying forward and
glorifying their cultures and traditions as well as their
hopes and delights in life and future.

Here, every forest contains hope; every moun-
tain demonstrates specific characteristics; and every
river has a distant source.

Here, it is easy to find the source and flow of
art, the birth of dream, the formation of beauty, and
the eternal, beautiful designs in the world of art.

In people’s eyes, Yunnan is a land that will never

disappoint visitors, because on this soil —

Literati will obtain streams of inspirations and
lovely stories;

Historians will discover traces of the remote
past;

Painters will find gorgeous colors and beautiful
lines;

Photographers will capture mysterious, resplen-
dent scenes;

Musicians will gain creative passion and en-
chanting rhythms;

Travelers will marvel at the uncanny workman-
ship of the great nature;

Gourmets will enjoy distinctive, delicious food;

Religion believers will find holy, solemn
shrines...

For centuries, the inhabitants of Yunnan have
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devoted their deep love to their homeland.

They are full of passion because of the
mountains, valleys, dams, forests, lakes, rivers, and
every inch of land that has nurtured them.

They are proud of the diverse ethnic cultures
developing on this land.

This is Yunnan, showing a charm of its own.

As a verse describes the landforms of Yunnan,
mountain ranges resemble the tides of the sea, and
edgy peaks tower to reach the sky.

Facing the topographic map of Yunnan, which
features a shape of rooster embracing crisscrossed

9. BEKIMKFRNHNER

A young man of the Yi ethnic group at a fire-sacrifice ceremony.
10. BRIERBIS

Dai-styled Buddhist pagoda.
1. HRERE™ RILAIRES

Nujiang Great Gorge, a world natural heritage.
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mountains and valleys, winding rivers, and inlaid
basins, you will find that Yunnan is virtually a “sea of
mountain.” In this special “sea,” the mountains rise
six meters every kilometer, and formed between the
river mouth in southern Yunnan, only 76 metes above
sea level, and Kagebo Peak on Meili Snow Mountain
in the northwest, which towers 6,740 meters above

sea level, is a green “heavenly ladder.” Today, Kagebo
still remains an untouched virgin peak.
Along this “heavenly ladder” are three great

mountain ranges-Gaoli-Gonghsn, Nushan, and
Yunling. Other mountains are longitudinally arrayed
from north to south-Mt. Gongshan, Biluo Snowy
Mountain, Taizi (Prince) Snow Mountain, Baima

(White Horse) Snow Mountain, Haba Snow
Mountain, Yulong (Jade Dragon) Snow Mountain,
Mt. Dianchang, Mt. Wuliang, Mt. Ailao, Mt.
Liangwang, and Mt. Wumeng-extending from the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau to Southeast Asian.

Yunnan is a world of mountain. The winding
mountain ranges compose the backbone of Yunnan.
Mountains are the cradle of people, while the Yunnan
inhabitants are descendants of the mountains. Viewed
from a high position, range upon range of the moun-
tains stretch as far as the eye can see and seem to be
connected by ties of blood. With their outlines inlaid
between land and sky, the mountains are like bridges
linking earth to heaven.

The mountains in Yunnan stand out not only in
number but also in diversity.

Here, the snow mountain complex is the near-
est one to the equator in Northern Hemisphere. In
the brilliant sunshine and set off by the sky as beau-
tiful as blue satin, the Meili, Sedan, Jade Dragon,
Diancang, Baimang, Haba, and Yongde Snow Moun-
tains present a magnificent view.

Here, the Tengchong Volcano Group is larger
than any other dormant volcano group in China.
Standing at the crater, you will marvel at the volca-
noes in the shapes of cone, bell, mortar, and shield.
You can also enjoy the various delights brought by

13
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the terrestrial heat.

Here, landscapes deriving from the mountains
also include stone forests, clay forests, and colored
sand forests. While the stone forests feature oddly
shaped rocks, clay forests embrace multiple clay
images. And the sand forests present varying views
in different colors according to such elements as
season, climate, angle, and time.

Here is also a dense complex of limestone caves
hidden in secluded mountain valleys and featuring
rugged stalactites. The Alu Ancient Cave, Jianshui
Swallow Cave, Jiuxiang Cave, White Dragon Cave,
Cool Wind Cave, and Pearl Cave are not just tourist
attractions but also destinations for scientific
research.

Where there are mountains, there are valleys.
On the soil of Yunnan, valleys and ravines crisscross,
and rivers and streams rushing down the mountains
are masterpieces created by nature to test the brave-
ness and willpower of the local people.

Mountains are the warm embrace of Yunnan.
Here, there are endless mountains to see, endless
mountain paths to travel, endless mountain songs to
sing, and endless stories and mysteries about the
mountains to share.

Therefore, some people say that mountains are
virtually the soul of Yunnan.

Where there are mountains, there must be
waters.

As they connect earth to heaven, the mountains
communicate their emotions with sky and clouds and
have nurtured ice, snow, forests, springs, streams,
and rivers.

The Himalayan orogeny hundreds of millions of
years ago gave birth to the vital sources of six river

systems on the red-soil plateau. Historically known
as “Six Waters,” the six river systems passing Yunnan
Province are the Jinsha-Changjiang (Yangtze), the
Nujiang-Salween, the Lancang-Mekong, the

Yuanjiang-Honghe, the Nanpan-Zhujiang (Pearl), andj
the Dulong-Daying-Ruili-Irrawaddy. As the cradle of
the six river systems, Yunnan is dubbed as the “Water
Tower of Asia.” In unceasing steps, it beckons and
guides the more than 600 rivers crisscrossing its
territory, which generate considerable hydraulic power
day after night with torrential sound, great strength,
and turbulent currents.

While mountains are the skeleton of the land,
rivers are like flowing blood vessels, brining resplen-
dent appearance and fresh vitality to the land.

Historically known as Heishui, Shengshui, or
Lishui, the Jinsha (Gold Sand) River, so named be-
cause of its abundant production of gold sand, origi-
nates from Tanglula Mountain, flows through many
mountains and valleys, and presents countless attrac-
tive views. Along the river, the Hutiao (Tiger Jump)
Gorge is well-known for its dangerous precipices,
and the First Bend of the Yangtze River features a
broad expanse and an abrupt turn.

The Nujiang River, known as Zhoushui during
the Han Dynasty (206B.C.-A.D.220), features swift
currents, a deep river course, and many dangerous
shoals. With mountains stand facing each other across
the river, a world-class great gorge came into being.

The Lancang-Mekong River, dubbed as “River
Danube of the Orient,” is Asia’s only international
river crossing six countries. It spans 25 latitudes,
which cover almost all the climatic zones of the
globe, from the glacier area on plateaus in frigid zone
to temperate zone, subtropical zone, tropical zone,
and finally to the equator. Though it has comparably
gentle, elegant flows, the river contains tremendous
energy, accounting for 14 percent of China’s hydrau-
lic resources. With potential light and heat reserve,
it is compared to a “Lesser Sun.” Traveling along
the Lancang River, one will experience all the spring,
summer, autumn, and winter seasons and enjoy

beautiful landscapes and unique cultures on both its

14




banks. The charm of the heaven, earth, man, and
nature meets the eye and historical traces can be
found everywhere.

Under the conditions of humid tropical climate,
basaltic rocks on the plateau gradually disintegrates
into laterite, and because of the lure of the nearby
water, the red soil throws itself into the river.
Therefore, the Honghe (Red) River, originating from
Yongjian Township in Weishan County, Yunnan
Province, is closely tied with red color. In Yuxi area,

YUNNAN, A LAND OF MULTIPLE COLORS a

the river is called Yuanjiang, while in Honghe Pre-
fecture and Vietnam, it is called Honghe, until it en-
ters the vase blue sea.

More than 400 years ago, Xu Xiake, a famous
traveler of the Ming Dynasty, visited Yunnan twice
to search for the source of the Nanpan-Pearl River.
The source was finally discovered in the quiet cave
at the eastern foot of Maxiong Mountain in Zhanyi
County. After being born from the cave, the river is
still infatuated with her motherland, so it made a turn

12. BHEBFEXRRA

Xishuangbanna, a beautiful land.
a3 WORIRBIEER A

Mosuo people resting on Lugu Lake.

in the south and then flows eastward after bidding |
farewell to her mother. Therefore, the river’s section
in the territory of Yunnan is called Nanpan (Southern
Winding). Leaving Yunnan, the river continues its
journey eastward and passes Guizhou Province, the




‘ picturesque Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region,

Guangdong Province, Hong Kong, and Macao, and

‘ finally enters the Pa
Originating from Chayu County in Tibet, the
Dulong (Sole Dragon) River makes its way at a rapid
speed among the mountain ranges, like a dragon fly-

rney isolated from

the world, the river tempers itself into one that is
arrogant, gorgeous, ancient, and mysterious. After
entering Dehong, an elegant place surrounded by
dense rain forests and beautiful bamboo groves, it
turns into the charming, gentle Daying and Ruili
Rivers, and as it enters the territory of Myanmar, the

river has a new name-Irrawaddy.

Travelers to these rivers will not only be im-
pressed by their danger and magnificence but will
also be attracted by their tranquil and elegant flavor.

If the turbulent rivers compose the lines of a
chessboard, the more than 30 fault subsidence fresh-
water lakes scattered around Yunnan are the delicate

pieces on the chessboard. They also resemble jade-like

-




