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1. JE3L: “What the devil’s got into Tom?”’Legree said to Sambo.“A while ago he
was all down in the mouth, and now he’s peart as a cricket.”(from Uncle

A

Tom’s cabin)
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Gechuan)
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Text A
English Language

English language has more than 250,000,000 native speakers and is far more
widespread than Chinese. It is spoken throughout the continent of North America, in
the British Isles, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and is also the most
important language of colonization in Asia, Africa and Oceania. In addition it is the
language of commerce and the second language of countries which formerly had
French or German in that position.

Most of the languages of Europe, and many of those of Asia, are descended from a
language spoken about 5,000 years ago by a Neolithic people'. The earliest written
records of all English date from the closing years of the 7™ century and consist in the
main of charters written in Latin but containing personal and place names in English,
In the development of Old English ,the greatest number of words loaned come from
Latin.

Middle English? began with the years after the Norman Conquest’ in the 10®
century. Numerous French words were borrowed, though these had begun to appear
before the Conquest. French-loan words became numerous by the 14" century. But
there is not the slightest evidence to show that the Conquest had any effect on the
accidence or the phonology. The languages of the Low Countries*—Flemish, Dutch
and Low German®—formed another important source of loanwords during the Middle
English period, due to the constant and close relations between these countries and
England.

By the second half of the 15™ century London English had been accepted as a
standard library language in most parts of the country. One of the most important
influences in establishing London English as the standard library language was the
introduction of printing in 1476. From the beginning London was the center of book
publishing in England. Modern English has been developed and there is now a single
accepted pronunciation for the vast majority of words in ordinary polite use, deviation
from which is regarded either as a provincialism® or as a vulgarism’.
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