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Reading Skill Focus

Reading Long Sentences

Long sentences are usually complicated and difficult to understand. They
often consist of one or several of the following sentence elements:

o subordinate clause;

o parenthesis;

o Dpresent/past participle as adverbial modifier or absolute construction;

o parallel structure, etc.

The key to deal with a long sentence is to seize the main body of the
sentence, the sentence trunk. So the first step is to identify the subject,
predicate, and object of the sentence. As long as the sentence trunk is clear,
the sentence structure will stand out. Then, it will be easy to understand the

whole sentence.

A. Guided Practice

il

Behaviorists suggest that the child who is raised in an environment where

there are many stimuli which develop his or her capacity for appropriate responses

will experience greater intellectual development.

The sentence trunk: .
B AL & 2 AR AT, 1 SR B A i R 4 (B 38 B AIEIE )

AT FARFR S, AR R A N, B S R — R AR T G B v B e

—R—R#T, R -RBRNEER, BB F—RERNNA.
KA T YA A cthat..., who.., where.., which.... 4]F % F % :Behaviorists

suggest that-clause .

. R




that 5| %18 MN4), ANAA 3T & the child...will experience greater intellectual
development;who is raised in an environment 2 & & M 4 , 44 557717 child; where
there are many stimuli 225 M F), 45171 environment; which develop his or
her capacity for appropriate responses & i85 M 4], &4 561717 stimuli,

FESCATHEH AN MBILEMRKABEE G ZRHEEE, XEEHE AT
HiE YRR e R R B4, JLE N TR RIS E K.

Sample 2 4

For a family of four, for example, it is more convenient as well as cheaper
to sit comfortably at home, with almost unlimited entertainment available, than
to go out in search of amusement elsewhere.

The sentence trunk: .

B T A 4 ATE R A, e s AR B RN BEE R, RS EEE AL,
AR W R AR A TE R UL, TR AR B0, S B AR N A
%o WERXEF  BAENHIA W BFRE . TS 80ES 5 AR,

AR E T 45444 +it is more convenient... to sit... than to go out..., &— It
S

wA it BIER EE, EEMEERE to sit comfortably at home, 5 to go out
in search of amusement elsewhere fE%:, f) K for a family of four YEARIE, F
A SriA%E for example 1 with almost unlimited entertainment available /&
AGE, S A A B VR L BEARIE, 1845 to sit comfortably at home.

BRI E, WF T O 2 ZOR UL, &7 67 IR M AE R B R, B BEE BUL T BOR
BRI H 3 H B S e 50 B0 3 0 2 8 18 SR B

Sample 3 4

Taking his cue from Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, in which the heroine, Nora,
leaves home because she resents her husband’s treating her like a child, the
writer Lu Xun warned that Nora would need money to support herself; she
must have economic rights to survive.

The sentence trunk: .

B2 L& SR SRV RIE BT FAE M) TR, R E R R IR
AERB I Y BORE . SR E S 2 15 A doing 5 done 3] S BERIE | JEE RE
ST EARSS A B B with 515 B EIESM  H L EE SR R4, IR
RAIEWIRE, EREENEREA CBIN RGN, L H 27 viBiE 34, T
T SRR REMOR B A9, BT R4 I8 45 M9 5 40 1A RIS BT AR SEH

ZAMEF X . Lu Xun warned that-clause,

S ;




that ©| 5218 M 4] ;Taking his cue from Ibsen’s A Doll’s House J&ILTE 517
B EIRIE , BLAE 43 F taking (138 % £iE £ Lu Xun;in which 5] 53 Bt 18 4,
&4 564717 A Doll’s House;mjH /35 G 2T — MBI AT

EX 5 MEMERGEZZ)FRH L EANMEER G E, B g stk
BT Rt it . ERE RN PFEEE R, IS AT 7 B 8k 706 B
O, WEATFRSTELT ERBF,

Sample 4

Prior to the twentieth century, women in novels were stereotypes of lacking

any features that made them unique individuals and were also subject to numerous
restrictions imposed by the male-dominated culture.
The sentence trunk: .
s R S Al g A Re) R o W  DeT n  l £:: =5 271 <0 S R TR b O
HAEET XE T [E— R0 AR BE R E 5 SRR RTINS . 35 4558
HAES R, 5 and E#,
ZA] T8 :women... were stereotypes and were... subject to... restrictions....
and #EE I35 8 R FE L5 H ;prior to the twentieth century & 8]k 1E ;that
made them unique individuals 2 15 M), &4 %1717 features;imposed by the
male-dominated culture it %4374 154E)5 B 15 , 151 restrictions,
I 20 A AR, DT AT E MR, ITRE SR s, BmL
ERAEEMERAN; ITEEENT B E20 30 g A i F R,

B. Challenge Yourself!

Match Column A with the phrasal verbs in Column B according to
the sentence.

At the food center, next to the air base, our reporters watched as hundreds
of refugee men and women pushed to get the rice, flour, oil and milk that were
given only to the poorest of the 465,000 refugees living in camps like this all
along the coast.

A B
The rice, flour, oil and milk pushed to get the rice.
The poorest refugees watched.
The refugee men and women were all along the coast.
The food center were given to the poorest refugees.
The camps were living in camps like this.

Our reporters was next to the air base.




Find the trunk of the following sentences.

The American economic system is, organized around a basically private
enterprise, market-oriented economy in which consumers largely determine
what shall be produced by spending their money in the marketplace for
those goods and services that they want most.

The sentence trunk:

In the American economy, the concept of private property embraces not only
the ownership of productive resources but also certain rights, including the
right to determine the price of a product or to make a free contract with
another private individual.

The sentence trunk:

Analyze the structure of the following sentences and put them into

Chinese.

1.

New ways of organizing the workplace—re-engineering and downsizing—are
only one contribution to the overall productivity of an economy which is
driven by many other factors such as joint investment in equipment and
machinery, new technology, and investment in education and training.

Numerous other commercial enterprises, from theaters to magazine publishers,
from gas and electric utilities to milk processors, bring better and more
efficient services to consumers through the use of computers.

Advertisement serves directly to assist a rapid distribution of goods at
reasonable price, thereby establishing a firm home market and so making
it possible to provide for export at competitive prices.




Word Formation

Root

Roots Meaning Examples

dom |house #,% dome n. [&/ =T KE
domestic a. FER;EANN
domesticate v. IJ|FE
dominate v. XL, %R
dominance n. X, 44

: predominant a. FERY, 37 HEHLAT 9

ceed, |to go 173, cede v. #ik,FE

ced antecedent  a. JB1T9; LLRTHY
exceed v. HBik
precede V. fE--- 2R, % T
precedent n. e ;8
proceed V. GREEIEAT Bk

sist |to stand uf:7 assist v. B Z0m
consistent a. —EW
consistently ad. — &
exist v. I B
insist V. R¥FEE
persist v. IBEF|E
resist v. &AL, X

flu to flow #izh fluid n. JAR, AR a. Wshi
flush V. FEUL; PR (B ) AR 4L
flux n. ;AT
fluency n. A, e
affluent a. B

part |part, to divide #4},4> | partial a. R4 ;A LAY

IF particle n. R, kA

particular a. FrHIM; &K
apartment n NeE
counterpart  n. FHXH4Y;EIA
participate v. 2,25




Reading Mosaic

RLIEEERZIIIWY |5 Your English Too English?

1  English may be the language of international business but as
Alison Thomas reports, it’s not only non-native speakers who
need to learn how to use it effectively.

2 Ask a Swedish Ericsson' executive “Talar du Svenska?” and
he may well reply “Yes. But only at home. At work I speak
English.”  Ericsson is one of a growing number of European
companies that use English as their official corporate language.
These companies recognize and at the same time increase the
dominance of English as the language of international
communication. Soon the number of speakers of English as a
second language will exceed that of native English speakers.

3 Although a company might use English as its official
language its employees are unlikely to be bilingual. Language
trainer Jacquie Reid thinks we consistently over-estimate the
fluency of non-native speakers. “We always assume that their
language skills are as good as ours that they will understand
everything we say.”

4  So how should we adapt our use of language and what are
common problems? “Simplify it” is Reid’s advice. “Don’t over-
complicate the message. Reduce what you're saying to
manageable chunks.” Reid always tells people to limit themselves
to one idea per sentence. “It’s also important to slow down and
not to raise your voice.”

5  Dr. Jasmine Patel, a language consultant at Europhone, says
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