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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Fire protection cause involves public security of a country and is essential to se-
curity and social stability of a country. At present, academic circle fails to make a
systematic research on fire protection cause. With modern fire protection cause of
Jiangsu province as the subject and by making a case study, this dissertation narrates
development history of fire protection cause during the process of modernization and
urbanization, analyses reasonable need of economic and social development for fire
protection cause as well as important role played by fire protection cause, unfolds
role played by a country and society in developing fire protection cause and their in-
teraction relations, and explores fire protection cause from an academic angle for the
first time. This dissertation takes full advantage of the first — hand fire protection in-
formation in an attempt to summarize fire protection experience of Jiangsu province in
a scientific and accurate manner, and provide some reference and measures for future
development of fire protection cause of Jiangsu province.

This dissertation is divided into nine chapters. The first two chapters lay a foun-
dation for the whole dissertation. Chapter One expounds disaster — prevention ideas
in Chinese traditional society. In the early days of human society, damage caused by
fire hazard made people fear fire hazard, worship god of fire and attribute cause for
fire hazard to " heavens wamning" ; theory of heavens warning of disaster appeared;
people believe that heaven was furious about human crimes and warned human be-
ings with natural disasters. Therefore, emperors in almost every dynasty would lay
the blame on themselves by publishing imperial rescript on emperors own blame after
fire hazard took place. With the progress in science and technology, people are be-
coming aware that fire can be controlled and people can rush to save life and property
from fire. Some ideas and laws and regulations on fire control formed in ancient
times; professional fire management officials were available and fire — fighting tech-
nology developed in those days. Military troops were responsible for fire fighting in
ancient times, but profession fire brigade was also available. For example, profes-
sional urban fire brigade was founded on the basis of " military patrol team" in the
Song Dynasty; later on, fire control troop was founded. " Eight — Banners Fire bri-
gade" founded in the Qing Dynasty was an official fire brigade; in those days, civil-
ian — run fire brigades were also founded, such as water shop, cold shop, water a-

gency, fire - fighting agency, fire — fighting committee and fire - fighting bureau.
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Chapter Two introduces fire brigades during the period of Republic of China.
Government — run-and eivilian — run fire brigades coexisted during the period of Re-
public of China. Government — run fire brigade was called fire — fighting police and
affiliated to Police Department; in those days, fire — fighting management procedure
had been formulated. However, government — run fire brigade fell short of capital
and was poorly equipped, and therefore couldnt meet fire — fighting need. Civilian —
run fire brigades developed quickly in those days. Civilian — run fire brigades had
more adequate capital, more advanced equipment and contributed more to fire protec-
tion cause of Jiangsu province than government — run fire brigades did in those days.

Chapter three and the following chapters make a systematic research on modern
fire protection cause of Jiangsu province.

Chapter Three summarizes history of fire protection cause of Jiangsu province.
1950 to 1965 is the start — up stage for fire protection cause of Jiangsu province, dur-
ing which Jiangsu province has achieved a lot in founding fire protection depart-
ments, managing fire protection cause and planning urban fire protection cause.
However, during the Cultural Revolution, fire protection cause of Jiangsu province
had been greatly impacted and was put in a state of paralysis. During later period of
Cultural Revolution, fire protection cause of Jiangsu province was recovered. Since
the Third Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chi-
na, with economic development, fire protection cause of Jiangsu province has devel-
oped rapidly and gradually been on track to become standardized, modernized and
legalized. However, development of fire protection cause still lags behind economic
development.

Chapter Four to Chapter Nine review fire protection departments, fire protection
team, fire protection mechanism, fire protection supervision and management, fire
fighting apparatus and source of fire protection expenditure of Jiangsu province.

Fire brigades of Jiangsu province is composed of public security fire brigade,
professional fire brigade and voluntary fire brigade. Having experienced development
during founding period, occupational system period, military service system period
and active service period, a fire brigade with improved organization, strict manage-
ment, advanced equipment and stronger fighting strength has taken shape. However,
as far as social development of Jiangsu province is concerned, fighting strength is
still far from enough and public security fire brigade has been overloaded to react in
fire hazard emergency. Under this situation, civilian ~ run fire brigades including
voluntary fire brigade and professional fire brigade develops quickly, especially those
in such developed areas as southern Jiangsu province. With the support of local e-

conomy , professional fire brigades in towns have achieyed rapid development; these
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towns have taken the lead in founding civilian — run fire brigades; these civilian —
run fire brigades have become important supplement of public security fire brigades
of Jiangsu province.

Chinas economy had been growing fast since the reform and opening up. After
decades of economic construction, China% national power has been increasing, espe-
cially economic strength of Jiangsu province. Meantime, with the deepening of the
reform, great change in business mechanism of enterprises and functions of govern-
ments has taken place. It is an important task to study how to enhance construction
of legal system on fire protection and bring social fire protection conduct within the
orbit of legal system. According to its characteristics, Jiangsu province has formula-
ted Fire Control Regulation of Jiangsu Province in 1995, which makes fire protection
cause have regulation to go by during three years before Fire Control Law of the Peo-
ples Republic of China was promulgated, and has become a powerful supplement of
Fire Control Law of the Peoples Republic of China. After the Regulation was promul-
gated, local governments are attaching greater importance to fire protection cause and
peoples law — abiding awareness of fire control are being intensified. The Regulation
also specifies law execution conduct of fire brigade and increases penalty for conducts
that violate laws and regulations on fire control. Handling ability of fire hazard is
thus enhanced.

To ensure fire control security of a region, it is quite important to supervise and
manage fire control of the region. Supervision and management of fire control include
fire control inspection, fire control publicity and education, building auditing and in-
spection, and investigation and handling of fire hazard. There is a big difference be-
tween South China and North China, and between urban and rural area; there is a
different emphasis on supervision and management of fire control as urban and rural
area has different characteristics. For urban area, supervision and management em-
phasis of fire control should be placed on key places including high ~ rise buildings,
underground buildings, ancient buildings, public meeting places and old urban are-
as; for rural area, supervision and management emphasis of fire control should be
placed on township enterprises. As small towns of Southern Jiangsu province develop
quickly, so efforts should be made to enhance construction of fire fighting infrastruc-
ture in towns, and make use of local sirength to enhance self — fire — fighting ability
of rural areas.

Fire fighting apparatus is the key to modernization of fire control while sufficient
expenditure on fire control is the key to fire fighting apparatus. After decades of de-
velopment, fire fighting apparatus of Jiangsu province has improved. There are vari-

ous kinds of advanced fire fighting vehicles and fire protection equipment. Fire Bri-




gade of Jiangsu Province has been equipped with advanced communication equipment
and its fire fighting strength has increased greatly. However, as fire brigade still falls
short of expenditure on fire control, so fire fighting apparatus is far from meeting the
need for economic development.

Chapter Four to Chapter Nine mainly puts forwards four problems .

I. Great efforts should be made to found civilian — run fire brigades. At pres-
ent, fire — fighting security assurance system is mainly composed of public security
fire brigade, professional fire brigade and voluntary fire brigade, with public security
fire brigade as the main force, professional fire brigade as the backbone, and volun-
tary fire brigade as the basis. Close combination of these three fire brigades has
formed fire — fighting security assurance system with Chinese characteristics. With
the development of economic construction, fire — fighting task is becoming heavier
and heavier while it is impossible for our country to spend more money in staffing
more fire brigades, so public security fire brigade has been overloaded to react in fire
hazard emergency. Therefore, great efforts should be made to found civilian — run
fire brigades.

II. Construction of laws and regulations on fire protection needs enhancing. As
laws and regulations on fire protection were formulated quite late, there are problems
with fire protection including weak awareness of legal system and unregulated legal
procedure. Power corruption phenomenon exists in public security fire — fighting de-
partments as administrative departments. Therefore, great efforts should be made to
formulate perfect laws and regulations on fire protection so as to prevent corruption
from happening.

III. Peoples awareness of fire protection needs intensifying. Afier several dec-
ades of efforts, a set of standardized procedure for supervision and management of
fire protection has formed, but there is a difference between South China and North
China, and between urban and rural area; sometimes a gesture is made to give the
impression of publicizing fire protection; people have a weak awareness of fire pro-
tection; various kinds of hidden fire hazards are posing a danger to social security.

IV. Expenditure on fire protection needs increasing and fire — fighting apparatus
need improving. With rapid economic development of Jiangsu province, peoples gov-
ernment of Jiangsu province is attaching greater importance to fire protection, and in-
creasing expenditure on fire protection and improving fire fighting apparatus. On the
whole, we still fall short of expenditure on fire protection; fire fighting apparatus can
t meet the need for fire fighting; number of fire fighters is severely insufficient; great

efforts should be made to solve these problems.

Key words: Jiangsu province, modern, fire protection
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