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Unit One

Speech Strategy
Delivering a Successful Speech

As doctoral candidates, you will enjoy many opportunities to have international
academic exchanges orally with your colleagues and counterparts on different
occasions. Maybe, you are quite qualified as a researcher, and have done a good job
in your field of study. You may compose your researches into a good paper, but it
does not ensure that you are a good speaker of your paper. It is true that a good paper
is the premise of a good speaker. However, to be a good speech maker, first, you
need to put your paper into an audience-friendly version. Then, you have to learn to
use some useful speech strategies, such as, how to begin your speech, how to
present the body of your paper, how to modify your language, how to end your
speech, how to invite questions, how to have good speech manners, and how to use
visual aids properly etc. These strategies will help you deliver your speech
successfully.

Preview Reading

The following material is related to the theme of the speech. It will be helpful
for you to have a good understanding of the video. Read it and answer the
questions.

Today, it is clear that the Asian century has begun. What remains unclear,
however, are the factors that caused this enormous change. There was, for example,
the exhaustion of the European colonial powers after two destructive World Wars, and
the consolidation of nationalist sentiments (15 #¢, 15/8%), forged in the anticolonial
struggles. There was the rise of the U.S. as the most benign (K #£#9) power in
human history, creating a new world order that allowed potential rivals to emerge.
There were the pressures of cold war competition, which forced the U. S. to
encourage the economic success of its allies, especially Japan and the four Asian
tigers. There was the cultural attraction of the U.S., which lured hundreds of
thousands of young Asians to study there, and when they returned home, these
Asians provided the yeast (BE ) for a new cultural confidence in their own
societies. Finally, there was globalization, which provided a tremendous boost to
Asian economies, especially to China’s and India’s.

Cultural confidence is a necessary but not sufficient condition for development.
The West got the first whiff of this cultural confidence at the end of the cold war.
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Basking in ideological ( B 1R 25 /9 ) triumph, the West prescribed that all societies
should immediately become replicas of Western liberal democracies. Many happily
followed this prescription. Few succeeded. Some came to grief. The Asian states,
especially China, resisted copying the West. This is how the famous “Asian values”
debale was sparked In refusmg Western prescriptions, Asians were percelved to be
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Unit One

4. Who are the “four Asian tigers”?

5. What makes the speaker believe that Asia’s rise is irresistible?

Guidance for Viewing

This text is a recording of an authentic unrehearsed speech delivered by the
ex-Singapore ambassador to the UN, Kishore Mahbubani in UAE, at the annual
opening celebrations of HCT. As a senior expert on Asian Problems, he predicted
that the 21st century will be Asia’s century and Asia’s rising is inevitable. In the
speech he also analyzed the waking up and finally succeeding of most successful
societies and civilizations in our history and came to the conclusion that Asia’ s
rising, in a sense, will be due to five decisive contributive factors. They are 1) the
arrival of a tidal wave of common sense in all parts of Asia, 2) the new sense of hope
in most Asian societies, 3) the new sense of what the speaker called “cultural
confidence”, 4) establishing a [ree market system, integrate yourself into the world
economy, 5) the sudden geopolitical paradoxes.

Background Notes

1. Kishore Mahbubani: the author of Can Asians Think? and a new book, Beyond
Age of Innocence: Rebuilding Trust between America and the World. Now the
Dean of the [ee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of
Singapore, he served for 33 years as a diplomat for Singapore and has written many
articles on world affairs.

2.HCT: abbr. Higher Colleges of Technology, UL H.EERI AT &M EZEHF
t4, BI5L T 1998 4.

3.UAE: abbr. United Arab Emirates (B/BL{HE A PG K H).

4_.CIA: abbr. the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States of America (&
el 4R R )

Wores and Expressions

Excellencyn . T destined adj . £1E--H)
permanent secretary 2y %5 5 B 1 predecease vt . H--- 53
scratch ot . &), sort of adv. B & JL

in a sense ady. TEF-FE X E decolonize vt . {FAEM L

rendition n. Feif clan n. HIK
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maneuver v . R 3% M % caste n. E AR R
tidal wave n. 1R ¥ underutilize vt . K753 FH
intractable adj. XEALEEE) ethos n. L& B #

rapprochement n . Flf

Mmfers in

Rising of Asia”

Check Your Understanding

Task 1. Viewing for Main Points

Answer the following questions with the information you got from the video.
1.0n what occasion does the speaker deliver the speech?

2. What makes the speaker believe that we are entering a new Asia-Pacific century?

3.What is the first factor suggested by the speaker?

4.What is the second factor suggested by the speaker?

5. According to the speaker, what is the great American belief?

True or False

1.The speaker once worked as a senior typist in Singapore in the ministry
of foreign affaires.

2. According to the study by the CIA, the great powers of the 21st century
will be the United States, China, India and Japan.

3.Recently, India has always been reproaching Pakistan for their eternal
conflict.

4. Americans believe that one’s destiny is not determined at birth.

5. According to the speaker, there are now 140, 000 Asian students
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studying in America.

Task 2. Viewing for Details

Complete the following statements with the information you learned from the
video.

1. Finally, more and more Asian societies, are beginning to
wake up and realize that , of any
government is to

2. And if you want to see the proof of » look
and see how the guns are finally silent
of the world.

3. Across most parts of Asia have

disappeared. And this is
4. There’ s a new chemistry down there because

have decided that economic development is the goal and

5.And that, I suggest, because this tidal
wave of common sense and carry all of

us up towards greater development .
Fill in the blanks in the paragraph with the words you heard from the video.

Now the question is, of course the world will change when this happens, but
it’s also useful for us to try and understand why this is happening now. What has

(1) this big change? And I know many people, when they look
at (2) and many see that 1 published a book called
(3) ? They’ re very puzzled. They say, “Why? How could

anybody ask such a question?” And my answer, quite simply, is this: Look at the
world a thousand years ago. A thousand years ago Asia (4)

Including, if I may say so the great Khalifa. Europe was down here and North
America hadn’t (5) . A thousand years later
North America is up here, Europe is there and Asia is down here. How did Asia
(6) 7 What happened? How did some of the most successful
societies and civilizations (7) ? Now that’s one big story. But

the more interesting story for us now is “Why are these (8) long
in centuries of backwardness finally waking up (9) ?” And 1
suggest that there are five factors that you may want to look at. The story of course is
much more complex, but (10) like this I’ 1l suggest five factors
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to, in a sense, begin the discussion.
Multiple Choice
1.In the year 2050 the four largest economies in the world will be China, the United
States, India and .
A. South Korea B. Japan C. Singapore D. Britain
2.In many Asian countries, people believe they will live a life
A. better than their children
B. better than their fathers
C. the same as their children
D. the same as their fathers
3.Which of the following is not mentioned as a contribution by America to Asia’s
rising?
A. Exporting new hopes
C. Decolonizing the world
B. Introducing the American dream
D. Enrolling Asian students
Speaking
Task 1. Talking to Each Other
Talk to your classmates about the following issues related to the video.
1. Retell the international situation in 2050 predicted by the speaker.

2. Tell your partner your understanding of the arrival of a tidal wave of common sense
in all parts of Asia.

3.Tell your partner about your understanding of the new sense of hope in most Asian
Societies .

4. Describe to your partner the emerging of America.

5. Talk about the contribution by America to Asia’s development.
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Task 2. Sharing Information
Work in small groups to discuss the topics below.
1.According to the speaker, the UAE government has made great achievements in

. . - . . b . .
women’ s education. Give your suggestions for developing girls’ education in rural

and mountainous areas in China.

2.As a lately discovered continent, compared with the other parts of the world,
America, especially North America, has been developing at an amazing speed.
Give your reasons to this phenomenon.

3.The four tigers in Asia have set excellent examples of economic development before
us. Give your rational analysis and suggestion to China’s development .

4.The cross border conflict in Asia, (India, Pakistan, Indonesia) is a historical
problem. What’s your solution to the conflicts?

Speech Sirategy Learning : Delivering a Successful Speech

A first-rate speech not only lets you share interesting and important information,
but also can help establish you as an expert in your field. Don’ t skimp on
preparation. As you walk to the lecten, you’1l be grateful for every bit of effort you’ve
invested. However, “Without effective delivery, a speech of the highest mental
capacity can be held in no esteem. With effective delivery, even one with moderate
abilities may surpass those of the highest talent.”

In this speech, the speaker sets a good example in how to deliver a speech. He
appeared relaxed and felt confident at the beginning, treated the audience like friends
by mentioning some personal experiences, and tried to approach the audience by
showing his appreciation to their achievements. Then, he delivered the main ideas of

his speech in logical order, with many convincing examples and data. These
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strategies really contribute to the success of the speech. The following are the best
suggestions which will help you to become an effective speaker.

Strategies for Being a Successful Speaker
Fourteen Tips for Delivering a Successful Speech
1. Dealing with Nervousness

Some things to consider:

@ Smile!

@ Treat your audience like friends.

@ Breathe deeply.

® Have your materials well-prepared.

@ Well organize your text. If your text is well organized, your task will be
easier.

@ Giving an oral presentation is a performance — you have to be like an actor.

@ Accomplished public speakers feel nervous before and even during a talk. Over
time, you will feel less nervous, and well able to control your nervousness.

2. Beginning Your Speech
The opening should immediately catch the audience’s attention and tell the
audience what you will be talking about.
@ Capture your listeners’ attention: Begin with a question, a funny story, a
startling comment, or anything that will make them think .
@ State your purpose; for example:
“I’m going to talk about...”
“This moming I want to explain. . .
@ Present an outline of your talk; for example:
“I will concentrate on the following points: First of all. . .Then. . .
This will lead to. .. And finally...”

3. Presenting the Body
@ Present your main points one by one in logical order ( chronological, spatial,
causal, comparative, topical, problem solution. . .).
@ Pause at the end of each point (give people time to take notes, or time to think

1

about what you are saying) .
@ Make it absolutely clear when you move to another point. For example
“The next point is that ...”
“OK, now I am going to talk about ...”
“Right. Now I'd like to explain ... ”



