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Spot Dictation 1
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Clay is found almost everywhere in the world. It is formed by the action of
wind and water on rocks over thousands of years. The rocks change in both
chemical and (1)  ways. _

Clay is important because it is used around the world to make containers
of all kinds. Potters add water to soften the clay. This makes it easier to form
into shapes by hand or by machine. Then it is fired in an (2)  hot stove.
The result is a container with a hard (3)  that will last for many years.

In many countries, clay is formed from volcanoes. This kind of clay
(4)  contains many minerals. So the fires to make containers from vol-
canic clay must be hotter than those used for non-volcanic clay. The fires may
be as hot as one thousand four hundred (5)  Celsius.

It is also important to dry the clay containers slowly. This means that the
highest (6)  should not be reached too fast.

You can add materials to clay to gain (7) results. For example,
you can add sand to (8) tiny breaks or lines from forming in the finished
product. But you should not use sand from the coasts of oceans. Instead,

(9)

know?
honey; no work, no money. X # B¥REA R JIEA FHHEA B J
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The clay will be found about one meter below the ground. (10)

You can recognize clay because it is very shiny when it is wet. Take some
of the material and add enough water to it to make it seem like you are making
bread. Then press it in your hand until it is about the size of an egg. (11)

Spot Dictation 2

P

In recent years, home building and buying have increased, helping
(1) the American economy. But this year, the housing market has
cooled. New home building dropped by more than twenty-five percent since
last November.

Many experts blame the housing market for the slow (2)  growth of
two percent in the three-month period ending in October. In (3) , the
Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged. Banks followed the Federal
Reserve’s decisions on interest rates.

While housing (4) , giving money to good causes increased. Busi-
nessman Warren Buffett (5)  a gift of about thirty-seven billion dollars to
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Mister Buffett, an investor, is chief of
Berkshire Hathaway. He is the world’s second richest man.

Bill Gates is the richest. Mister Gates helped start and remains the top
shareholder of Microsoft, the world’s biggest computer (6)  maker. He
started his foundation with his wife in two thousand. It gives money to health
and educational causes around the world.

Did you know? |
No great loss without some small gain. EH % 5 , & 4adE4@, /AP K LA PTi%, I




John Kenneth Galbraith died in April at age ninety-seven. He not only
(7) __ economists, but was a political force. He advised President John
F. Kennedy in the nineteen sixties. And he opposed President Lyndon John-
son on the United States’ (8)  in the Vietnam War.

(9)

. He thought government must intervene in the economy to
guarantee fairness in society.

Milton Friedman did not trust government to solve problems of joblessness
or high prices. (10)
. Mister Friedman advised President Richard Nixon and Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in the nineteen seventies and eighties. (11)

For his work, he received the Nobel Prize in Economics in nineteen sev-
enty-six. He died in November at age ninety-four.

Spot Dictation 3

Warm-up |
health insurance ﬁ@}i{%ﬁﬁ A

Universnty of Michigan éﬁ&jﬁj{""‘
in emergency Za

Medical care can be very (1)  if a person has an accident or gets
sick. Health insurance might pay for most or all of it. Students might already
be (2)  under their parents’ health plan. If not, many schools offer plans
of their own.

Most American colleges and universities have student health centers.
Some have hospitals where students can go for more (3)  problems.

Our example this week is the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. It has
more than four thousand six hundred international students this year.

Did you know? |
No joy without annoy. Z A R FE T REMMEe, /AL PAMM, /EFAK, ]
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All University of Michigan students pay a health service fee. This fee is in-

cluded in the cost of (4)  at the school. It pays for some kinds of medi-
cal care and (5)  through the University Health Service. It also pays for
health education, (6) therapy, X-rays and most (7)  tests.
But the health service fee does not pay for everything. For example, it
does not pay for medicines or eyeglasses or (8) eye exams. It also
does not pay for hospital care.
(9)

The University of Michigan offers its students a choice of plans. One is es-
pecially for international students. This plan is designed to pay for medical care
in emergencies.

It does not pay for things like dental care. (10)

Students can also (11)

Spot Dictation 4

The winter gift-giving season is responsible for twenty percent of all retail
spending at American businesses.
But how and when people buy holiday gifts is changing.

(1) numbers of Americans are turning to the Internet. More than
one hundred million people are (2) to buy something online this holiday
season.

No living man all things can. #R% L& & FHEe9 A, /# LR 44, ]




(3) _____, the biggest shopping day of the yearwas inlate (4)  on
the day after Thanksgiving. People still call it “Black Friday”. The idea was
that it could push businesses “into the black” — the color for recording
(5)__ . Redis for debts.

But now the busiest days are right before Christmas. Many people wait for
last-minute price (6)

With the rise of the Internet, the National Retail (7)  came up with a
new term. “Cyber Monday” is the Monday after Thanksgiving.

The idea is that many people look in stores over the weekend. Then, to
save time, they order online using the Internet at their jobs when they return to
work.

Cyber Monday is a big day online. But market (8) at comScore
Networks reported Wednesday that the biggest day of the holiday season so
far was December thirteenth. (9)

. That did not include travel sites.

Physical stores remain by far the most popular places to shop. But elec-
tronic commerce continues to grow, and not just at Christmastime. [n the
three-month period ending in September, (10)

But wherever selling takes place, the holiday season means intense com-
petition. For example, demand for flat-panel televisions has jumped recently.
Competition has pushed down prices for these popular thin TVs. (11)

like Wal-Mart and Circuit City.

Did you know? |
No longer pipe, no longer dance. 15 RiERM , T RIFE,
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Spot Dictation 5

T

(1) this: An official in a position of trust helps you choose a com-
pany for a service important to your future. You (2)  that the advice will
be in your best interest.

What you do not know is that the person’s office has a financial
(3) _ with that company. The official may have received gifts likes trips
or stock options, or money for (4)  advice.

This is what some American states are (5)  in connection with the
student loan industry. They are examining possible conflicts of interest when
schools direct students to lists of so-called (6)  lenders.

Sallie Mae, the nation’s biggest education lender, agreed to pay two mil-
lion dollars. And Education Finance Partners agreed to pay two and one-half
million. Neither of them (7)  any wrongdoing. The money will go to edu-
cate students about loans.

Andrew Cuomo wants financial aid offices and lenders to follow a set of
rules, a College Loan Code of Conduct. These would end financial ties be-
tween lenders and schools, including gifts and trips.

At the same time, (8) are seeking changes in the student loan
system. Mister Cuomo was at a hearing Wednesday in the House of Repre-
sentatives. (9)

A day earlier, Education Secretary Margaret Spellings announced a com-
mittee to study federal student loan programs. And last week, her department

No love is foul , nor prison fair. % A WMk 8 &M , 4,35 A % m & oAk |




temporarily restricted the use of a national system of financial records on mil-
lions of students. She said (10)

In another development, Sallie Mae, officially the SIM Corporation, has
agreed to a buyout offer. Two banks and two private equity companies are of-
fering shareholders twenty-five billion dollars. The deal is unusual. (11)

Fine words dress ill deeds. 75 % R BAT, /3F#5 %, HWBEHE /H—E 5, 1
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Spot Dictation 1
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Students who want to attend an American college or university must ex-
plain how they will pay for their education. They have to show that they will be
able to pay for each year of study.

Students have to consider not only the (1) , the cost of classes,
but also meals and a place to live, known as room-and-board. They also need
money for books and (2) . And they need money to spend for social
(3) ___ and other things.

Educational (4)  say foreign students should keep enough money in
a local bank to pay for at least two months of spending.

So how much will a year at an American school cost? (5) speak-
ing, the answer is: a lot.

A (6)_  state university inthe (7)  Northwest will serve as our
example. The University of Washington says foreign students are paying more
than thirty-six thousand dollars this year.

This major research university (8) has two thousand six hundred
foreign students from more than one hundred countries. There are many
schools that cost less, but also others that cost more.

Did you know? |
No money, no honey. X A 24% , X H &, I




(9)

. This is generally true of American

schools, especially at the undergraduate level.
The international application for the university includes a Statement of Fi-
nancial Responsibility that must be signed. (10)

And they have to name anyone who will help with payments. These peo-
ple must send proof from a bank to show that they have the money.

Your government or employer may be able to help you pay all or some col-
lege costs. (11)

Spot Dictation 2

Bees not only produce honey and wax, they also provide an important
service to farmers. Many crops (1)  bees to pollinate them.

Bees gather sweet (2)  called nectar from flowers. As they do this,
the reproductive (3) of the flowers, pollen, sticks to the bee. Pollen
travels from plant to plant this way.

Many different fruits, vegetables, nuts and seed crops depend on bees for
reproduction. Also, many flowers grown for their beauty need bees to pollinate
them. In the United States, the (4) ~____ of agriculture appoints industry lead-
ers to the National Honey Board. This group provides production (5)

"None but the brave deserve the fair. FERZAFREEA,
10




about the honey and beekeeping business. One of the reports said bees polli-
nated more than fourteen and one-half thousand (6) dollars worth of
crops in two thousand.

Selling the services of bees as pollinators is also an important (7) .
Bees pollinate almost all almond and apple trees. Vegetables like broccoli,
carrots, celery and onions require bee pollination.

(8) say even crops that do not require bee pollination can be in-
creased with the help of bees. Also, the quality of many crops depends on the
amount of pollination they receive. Crops like apples can grow unevenly if bees
do not provide enough pollen for good reproduction.

(9) . As
much as one-third of all food products are directly or indirectly linked to bee-
pollinated crops. Bee pollination is a central activity in the food supply chain.

(10)

being used to pollinate crops. Between two
and four colonies are needed to pollinate one hectare of most crops.

Today, many beekeepers see pollination as a more important activity than
producing honey. (11)

Spot Dictation 3

About one in twenty adults in the United States cannot read English. A
new (1) study shows that adults made little (2) in their reading

None so blind as thate 1ho ot sa AR LAOAZLALET, /ZREEZeARRRL, I
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skills between nineteen ninety-two and two thousand three.

The National Assessment of Adult Literacy is the most important test of
how well adult Americans can read. (3)  tested nineteen thousand peo-
ple over the age of sixteen. The study (4) an adult population of two
hundred twenty-two million.

The study found that eleven million adults, or five percent, cannot read
English. They could not answer even the easiest (5) questions. Four
million of them most likely cannot speak English either.

The study shows that more than forty percent of adults can perform only

simple reading (6) . For many, even that can be difficult.
Fifty-six percent of adults can perform moderate or (7) activities.
Moderate can mean finding (8) in a book. Of that number, thirteen per-

cent can perform complex tasks like comparing two different newspaper com-
mentaries.
Researchers say (9)

. Also, there are greater numbers of non-

English speaking immigrants.
Reading skills can directly affect the ability to earn a living. (10)

By race and ethnic group, blacks and Asians had the biggest increases in
English reading skills. But levels decreased among Hispanics. Experts say,
however, that while many Hispanics are unable to read in English, they may
read well in Spanish.

(11)

. Even so, the test found that the average adult cannot do
much more than perform simple, everyday math.

£Y

No possession, but use, is the only riches. J E&3M G R 2 b A, fa R A% A o j
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