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Preface to Liang’s Book

[ first met Liang when he came to study on a Masters degree in Publishing
in September 2006, I am a senior lecturer on the MA in Publishing at the
London College of Communication. This is one of the leading courses in the
UK and roughly 40 per cent of our students come from overseas. They
come to learn about how publishing operates here- commercial, internation-
al, free enterprise publishing. London has long been established as one of
the most important publishing centres in the world. Our students come,
literally, from all over the world, including North and South America, the
Indian sub-continent, Africa, Asia and Europe. The course we provide is
tough and demanding, but after all, we are preparing them for a career in a
rigorous and challenging industry.

From the start, I noticed that Liang was very attentive during lectures.
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He was not afraid to talk to me following a lecture and ask further ques-
tions. He occasionally asked for advice, which I have always been happy to
give him. For a lecturer, there is nothing more satisfying than a student
who seems happy to listen and concentrate and learn. Of course, Liang has
needed to concentrate during lectures because English is not his first lan-
guage. | often think how difficult it must be for, and how I admire,
students who are studying using a language that is not the one they grew up
with.

When 1 look at these students, I also wonder how they are coping with
living in a strange society. Everything is so different in the countries from
where they come. London is a very big city. It is diverse and complicated
and it takes a long time to become familiar with London and understand it.
Liang seems to take everything in his stride. He never complains. He ap-
pears to be trying to get as much as possible out of his life in London and
the UK, exploring, observing and getting involved. Sadly, but under-
standably, not all students behave like him. They suffer from what is
called culture shock fighting against the differences in weather, food, and
social life. None of this seems to have affected Liang very much, although 1
am sure there must be times when he has longed to be back home. He has
reminded us that he is Chinese by wearing a special Chinese jacket when he
makes presentations! Liang is also intrigued by how often our lecturers
(especially visiting lecturers from the publishing industry) mention China
during their lectures. T guess this reflects the growing realisation of how
important China has become in a direct way in recent years. We are watching,
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and becoming involved with, a massive country that is expanding its influ-
ence rapidly.

1 confess that Liang pleased me most when he came to tell me that he had
read the Chinese edition of my book (Book Commissioning and Acquisition)
which is published by Hebei, two years ago. For an author, it is always
exciting to meet a reader, but in this case, to meet someone who had read it
in Chinese, in a country many thousands of miles away from the UK, was
somehow emotional for me. By now, Liang knows what it is like to be an
author. It is very lonely, hard work. I would not recommended it lightly to
anyone. Then, a few years later, one meets a person from the other side of
the world who has read it, and liked it, and somehow it makes all that ef-
fort worthwhile.

It is therefore my great pleasure to have written the Preface to Liang’s
book and to hope that he has many readers! 1 hope also that the Chinese
readers will enjoy reading about the experiences of London and the UK that
Liang has been through. He has been a very good ambassador for China. We

look forward to seeing more Chinese publishing students join us in London!

Gill Davies
London, February 2007
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