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"I could not fell asleep casily and was often woken up
nightmare in the past months. an aftermath of my recent

interviews with several comfort women, who were forced to

become army sex slaves by Japanese troops during the World

War9l. When darkness falls and the dawn does not come. my
heart always aching as the comfort women's weatherbeaten

faces and miserable experience emerge in my mind.'
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Portrait right of photographs in this book has been authorized
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Huang Yiming. photographer of China Daily. Huang participated in the
spot coverage of a series of major events and published about ten thousand

prctures in the past twenty years. Some of these works were exhibited and

achieved prize in professional match
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Memory and Testimony

Han Shaogong

Ordinary photographs are not photography, because real photography is an art, a kind of visual

language revealing pulse and heat, where photographers' cameras exude feelings, emotions, thoughts
and value judgments.

I've seen many works of Mr. Huang Yiming, and have been impressed greatly by his black-and-white
documentary shots. This time, once again, he took the trouble to visit remote, underdeveloped and thickly
forested mountains and villages, used black-and-white language to dig out history, recorded the tragic lot
of 21 comfort women when Japanese army invaded China, and brought a silent charge against violence
and power. Though it's silent, we can also hear from many shots the photographer's sighs, his
accelerating heartbeats and his shouts running through the blood of his body. Among them is a shot of an
old woman, a child and a dog, which is touching in particular: even a dog deserves sympathy, let alone
human! Such a kind of looking at each other between the past and the future and interweaving warmth
with cruelty are captured and expressed incisively by the photographer, pause hence in our memory, and
enter the mournful history of human thereafter.

Some right-wing politicians in Japan are always shirking the responsibility of the government
concerning comfort women, evoking protests on the part of righteous people all over the world. And
accordingly this photo album of Mr. Huang Yiming is also a timely testimony, which, on the occasion of the
35" anniversary of the signing of Sino-Japan Treaty of Friendship, along with many other testimonies, is
submitted to the court of human conscience and helps people in both China and Japan remember the
history, face the future, and work together to build up the responsibility, justice and benevolence of all the
people in East Asia thereafter. A few years ago, | met a Japanese who translated Mao Zedong's works in
Japan. As a retired Japanese navy veteran, he has been to Hainan, and cares much about the island, but
he is very confused about what Japanese troops did in Hainan. According to him, Japanese Army did
most of the evil deeds, but Japanese Navy in Hainan did much less because of their rigid military
discipline. What a pity that | didn't have this album of Mr. Huang at that time, otherwise | could get into
further communication with this old man, broaden his vision and help him feel more clearly the deep pains
and grief of a remote island.

| believe that he must be touched and get silent in front of all these photographs.

April, 2007
Haikou, Hainan Province

Mr. Han is a famous writer as well as the
president of Hainan Federation of Literary & Art Circles.
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Appeal for Justice

Jamason Chen

It seems that the history of war is actually a history of duels among men, where men resort to

organized offensives to settle disputes that are otherwise unsolvable at conference table. However, it is
women that are victims of war more often than not suffered mothers, suffered daughters, suffered wives,
or suffered sisters. There was a movie Farewell, women, saying the troops were to march to the front,
and out of humanism, the leader decided that all the visiting female families leave troops for home.
Women seem supposed to be exciuded from war.

The Second World War is the most miserable and fiercest war in human history, killing tens of millions
of lives. Yet for many years, there have been many victims surviving from the war but living in the shadow
of the past for either political or social reasons. After suffering enough from the war, they continue to
endure the pain of being ignored and silenced. They are called the living dead, including countless
comfort women.

Comfort women were forced to provide sexual services for Japanese army during WW 11. According
to the statistics, during WW 11, Japanese government commandeered about 200,000 women as sexual
slaves of the troops, including women of European descent in Southeast Asia besides East Asian women.
However, so far, it is yet unable to count the exact number of the comfort women commandeered by
Japanese army. Survivors of comfort women have so thin a voice that it's gradually fading away.

Those who are responsible for the war always want to escape their responsibility for the crime and
offence, in the hope that the victims' voice would fade out so that later generations would forget the
warfare responsibility these persecutors are supposed to shoulder. And what survivors of comfort women
are facing is not only the past hard to be understood and accepted by the society and their families, but
also a Japanese government that is sparing no effort to shirk its responsibility for persecution, the
combination of which makes their road to seeking justice more difficult.

Jan Ruff O'Herne, a surviving comfort woman of Dutch descent, once said, | don't think the world
would care about the voice of a few comfort women, but if other survivors, including surviving comfort
women of European descent, unite to appeal, the world wouldn't just sit by and watch. And it is a
resounding shout that countless thin voices are integrated into, and the shout, with the help of our media
and public art, is revealing to the whole world the facts those politicians want to cover.

What Mr. Huang Yiming's special photography Hainan Comfort women is doing is to combine images
and characters to reveal the ignored pains of those victims of war. When | heard of his special
photography, | kept asking him to shoot as many survivors as possible and to record their private
prosecution. So more often than not, when | came across Yiming on the Internet, and just began to chat,
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