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Foreword of

Temple of Ancient Monarchs

Fuchengmen Inner Avenue in Xicheng District in Beijing is a historical cultural
preserving area, which boasts a great variety and volume of valuable cultural relic.
There are as many as 4 relic-preservation units which are of national standard
just along the north side of Fuchengmen Inner Avenue, and they are the Former
Residence of Lu Xun (a renowned writer of China), White Tower Temple, Temple
of Ancient Monarchs, and Guangji (Saving Universally) Temple respectively. Among
which Temple of Ancient Monarchs is the only existed temples built for the
emperors from the past dynasties nationwide, it is a royal temple built during the
Ming (1368-1644 A.D)and Qing (1616-1911 A.D.) Dynasty, where memdrial rituals
were ﬁade for Three Emperors and Five Sovereigns in ancient China, former
Emperors, meritorious Ministers and Famous Generals.

Temple of Emperor is a combination of unique cultural character, excellent
architectural art and marvelous royalty, and it best represents the Chinese classical
culture. In order to well preserve this outstanding cultural heritage, the Beijing
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Municipal Government and the Xicheng District Government have hence
allocated great sum of funds to do a scientific programming and engineering and
organizational work. Relocating the No. 159 Middle School which once was on
the site of the cultural heritage, a thorough rebuilding was carried out. In order
to reincarnate the original magnificence of the Jingde Chongsheng Hall (Hall of
respecting virtue and admiring saints), several themed exhibitions have been held
and the temple was reopened to the public.

Since the re-opening, Temple of Ancient Monarchs has already become another
attractive humanistic scenery spot in Xicheng District and also Beijing. It has
drawn wide acclaims and welcome from all walks of life home and abroad. Now
we present you with this picture album, and we hope that by enjoying this you can
indeed get to know the real Temple of Ancient Monarchs and leave you a feeling
that will never be forgotten.
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O Year of Construction & Characteristics

Temple of Ancient Monarchs has a history of more than 470 years, being first built in 1530 of Jiajing Period of Ming Dynasty, and was preserved also by the following Qing
Dynasty. It is a royal temple built during the Ming and Qing Dynasty, where sacrificial rituals were made for Three Emperors and Five Sovereigns in ancient China, former
Emperors, meritorious Ministers and Famous Generals. Now Temple of Ancient Monarchs have been rated the National Key Relic Preservation Unit.

As early as the Qin Dynasty(221-206 B.C.) The Book of Rites: Memorial Rituals has recorded that the following people should be memorized: “he who that makes the Law”, “he
who devotes all his life to work”, “he who contributes to the stabilization of a country”, “he who fights a natural disaster”, and “he who fights a infectious disease”. Namely,
Fuxi, Yan Emperor, Yellow Emperor, Emperor Yao and so on.

After the Qin and Han Dynasty (140 A.D. —220 B.C.), the memorial rituals for the Three Emperors and Five Sovereigns and other emperors have undergone constant changes:
from Tomb memorial rituals to Temple memorial rituals, from one to a series of important deceased figures, from only the founding king of a Dynasty to also the ones who
have maintained the sovereignty, from kings of single-nationality to multi-nationality, from the king to the royal family. Temple of Ancient Monarchs built during the Ming and

Qing Dynasties is the most representative temple and exact embodiment of this whole developing process.
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FREEFRBAFTEIRLEESD,
Early in the Republic of China(igr2 -
1949) period, the memorial ritual services
have stopped. Yet memorial services were
made in the Jingde Chongsheng Hall after

Sun Yat-sen’s passing away in 1925.

1 1A 2

151 4
1931 F M 4740 (B 1), A
®(BE2), kEFEN(A3) A4 A
XER AT HELAY RN TIF
R, 194 FRLATLE =K
FPE, 9RFXLLALTTS
—&2A¥FE (B 4)
In 1931 Mr. Tao Xingzhi ( Pic. 1), Mr.
Xiong Xiling ( Pic. 2), and Mr. Zhang
Xuemen (Pic. 3) set up the Xiangshan
Girl’s Normal School for Kindergartens,
it was renamed No. 3 Girl’s Middle

School in 1941, and renamed again to No.
159 Middle School in 1972 ( Pic. 4).

O Development

Temple of Ancient Monarchs in Nanjing — first built by Zhu Yuanzhang, Founder of Ming

It was on the year 1373 of Hongwu Period of Ming Dynasty(1368- 1644 A.D) that Zhu Yuanzhang (1328 — 1398 A.D.), Founder of Ming
Dynasty carried out the contruction of the first Temple of Ancient Monarchs in Chinese history in the capital Jingling (Nanjing now),
and the temple is for memorial rituals services for Three Emperor and Five Sovereigns (Three Emperors are: Emperor Taihao Fuxi,
Emperor of Yan Shennong, and Yellow Emperor Xuanyuan; Five Sovereigns are: Emperor Shaohao Jintian, Emperor Zhuanxu Gaoyang,
Emperor Diku Gaoxin, Emperor Diyao Taotang, and Emperor Shun Youyu), also listed inside the Temple of Ancient Monarchs are Xia
Yuwang, Shang Tangwan, Han Gaozu, Hang Guangwu, Tang Taizong, Song Taizu, and Yuan Shizu. Besides listed emperors, some 36
ministers and generals from past dynasties like Zhou Gongdan, Zhuge Liang, and Mu Huali. These historical figures were distributed
in different temples or tombs located all over the country, they are now in this single one temple whicg has broken the kiaships,
nationality and dynasties. This gesture shows great cultural folerance in memorial rituals.

Inside the Nanjing Temple of Ancient Monarchs, the main figures for memorial rituals services all have their own statues, and the
positioning of their ranking is: Three Emperors in the middle, and Five Sovereigns and Emperors from past dynasties arranged
according to “Muzhao” (a kind of patriarchal clan system in ancient China). This arrangement is a representation of the ultimate status
of Three Emperors as our ancestors. Among the Emperors from past dynasties there is also Kublai Khan Yuan Shizu, also listed in the
Chinese royal kingdoms is Yuan Dynasty founded by the Mongolians, basically setting up a united multi-nationality imperial memorial
ritual system.

The Ming Dynasty moved its capital to Beijing, so the memorial ritual services for the emperors from the past dynasties
were carried out in Nanjing, or Temple in the outskirts of Beijing or in the Wenhua Hall in Forbidden City.

Emperor Jianjing began building the Temple of Ancient Monarchs in the year 1530 (9th Jiajing year), and the memorial rituals followed
the Nanjing old system, yet it made some changes, setting up memorial tablets instead of statues. In middle term of Ming Dynasty
the national conflicts between Han people and Mongolians worsened, in 1545 (24th Jiajing year), Temple of Ancient Monarchs delisted
Kubliai Kan Yuan Shizu and Mu Hu Li and three other ministers and generals from Yuan Dynasty, the united multi-nationality memorial
ritual system had been badly affected, yet the memorial ritual services for them were still allowed to be carried out at their tombs.

Emperor Shunzhi of Qing Dynasty enlisted some emperors from the northern minority groups into the Temple of
Ancient Monarchs

In 1644 (First Year of Shunzhi Period in Qing Dynasty), Founder of Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang’s memorial tablet was moved from
the Tai Miao to the Temple of Ancient Monarchs. And a grand memorial ritual service was made in the Temple of Ancient Monarchs
the next year, along which was the memorial services for the Yuan Shizu Kublai Khan. The addition also includes Liao Taizu Ye Lu Ah
Bao Ji (1038-1227 A.D.). Jin Taizu Wanyan Aguda( 1068 — 1123 A.D.). and Yuan Taizu Genghis Khan(1162-1227 A.D)), and some other 5
minority ministers and generals from the Tang, Liao, Jing, Yuan, and Ming Dynasties. This gesture restores the united multi-nationality
Emperor Memorial Ritual System.

Proposal of Great Emperors’ Memorial Ritual Services - Emperor Kangxi of Qing Dynasty
Before his death Emperor Kangxi of Qing Dynasty delivered a royal command: he who once was an Emperor will be enlisted in the
Temple of Ancient Monarchs unless who was slaughtered for immorality”

Great Increase in the enlisting of the Emperors who maintained the kingdom — Emperor Yongzheng of Qing Dynasty

In the carrying out of the last wish of the Emperor Kangxi, Emperor Yongzheng was the one who have enlisted the emperors from past
dynasties the most. In his opinion emperors from the past dynasties should not be defined only in the realm of founding Emperors,
but also that who have been praised as “Righteous Emperor”, “Emperor who was born in the call of an era”, or “Emperor who was born
with a divine task”. Altogether there were 164 past Emperors who have been added into the memorial list, and 79 ministers and generals
as well.

Completion of the Imperial Memorial System of “all nationality in China will be remembered and respected” -
Emperor Qianlong in Qing Dynasty

In Emperor Qianlong’s opinion the listing should follow the belief of “all nationality in China will be remembered and respected
systematically”, blanks or omissions are not to be allowed; and the attitude toward the memorial rituals, we should be justified and
open, and bias to nationality or region should be avoided. As whether who should be in the memorial list, it’s history that has the final
say. Finally the total number of the emperors had reached 188, and ministers and generals 8o.




