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One morning a man was crossing a narrow bridge when he saw a fisherman on the
shady bank of the deep, smooth river under him, so he stopped to watch him quietly.

After a few minutes, the fisherman pulled his line in. There was a big, fat fish at the
end of it.

The fisherman took it off the hook and threw it back into the water. Then he put his

hook and line in again. After a few more minutes he caught another big fish. Again he

threw it back into the river. Then, the third time, he caught a small fish. He put it into his

basket and started to get ready to go. The man on the bridge was very surprised, so he
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spoke to the fisherman. He said, “Why did you throw those beautiful, big fish back into
the water and keep only that small one?”

The fisherman looked up and answered, “Small frying-pan. ™
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An artist went to a beautiful part of the country for a holiday, and stayed with a
farmer. Every day he went out with his paints and his brushes and painted from morning
to evening, and then when it got dark, he went back to the farm and had a good dinner
before he went to bed.

At the end of his holiday he wanted to pay the farmer, but the farmer said, “No, |
do not want money — but give me one of your pictures. What is money? In a week it will

all be finished, but your painting will still be here. ”
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The artist was very pleased and thanked the farmer for saying such kind things
about his paintings.

The farmer smiled and answered, “It is not that. | have a son in London. He wants
to become an artist. When he comes here next month, | will show him your picture, and

then he will not want to be an artist any more, | think. *
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3. Too Clever

A farmer who lived in a small village suffered from a severe pain in the chest. This
never seemed to get any better. The farmer eventually decided that he would consult a
doctor in the nearest town. But as he was a miserly person he thought he would find out
what he would have to pay this doctor. He was told that a patient had to pay three
pounds for the first visit and one pound for the second visit. The farmer thought about
this for a long time, and then he decided to go and consult the doctor in the town.

As he came into the doctor’ s consulting room, he said causally, “Good morning,

doctor. Here | am again.” The doctor — \\ 7 / , - LI
was a little surprised. He asked him a - %

few questions, examined his chest and §7 Zf

then took the pound which the farmer /

insisted on giving him. Then the doctor / —

said with a smile, “Well, sir. There’s P /k
nothing new. Please continue to take the - ;s { - M

same medicine | gave you the first time

you came to see me. "
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As she walked round the huge department store, Edith reflected how difficult it was
to choose a suitable Christmas present for her father. She wished that he was as easy to
please as her mother, who was always delighted with perfume.

Besides, shopping at this time of the year was a most disagreeable experience.
people trod on your toes, poked you with their elbows and almost knocked you over in
their haste to get to a bargain ahead of you.

Partly to have a rest, Edith paused in
front of a counter where some attractive ties
were on display. “ They are real silk,” the
assistant assured her, trying to tempt her.
“Worth double the price. ” But Edith knew

from past experience that her choice of ties

hardly ever pleased her father.

She moved on reluctantly and then, quite by chance, stopped where a small crowd
of men had gathered round a counter. She found some good quality pipes on sale —
and the prices were very reasonable. Edith did not hesitate for long. although her father

only smoked a pipe occasionally, she knew that this was a present which was bound to

please him.
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When she got home, with her small but well-chosen present concealed in her
handbag, her parents were already at table having supper. Her mother was in an

especially cheerful mood. “Your father has at last decided to stop smoking,” she
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5. Ann Lived in the Hotel

Ann started work last summer, so she didn’t have a holiday. She saved as much as
she could and, in January, she booked a package trip to Rosas, in Spain. She left
London airport early on the morning of the first Saturday in Augusf. She was.véry
excited, as this was her fifst trip abroad. During the flight they had a snack, and when
they arrived at Barcelona airport, a special bus was ready to take them to their hotel in
Rosas.

At the hotel, she checked in, and then went to her room to change before dinner.
She was just ready to go downstairs, when she found that her Spanish money wasn’t in
her handbag. She carefully looked in all her luggage, but she couldn’t find it. All she
had was a small purse with ten English pound notes in it!

Ann found a place to change her English money. She had very few pesetas, and
she would be here for two weeks. On her way back to the hotel, Ann bought some
cheese, some bread and some oranges. When she got back, she told the manager that
her doctor had told her not to eat Spanish food; she’ d just have breakfast each day.
This was all right, as she knew the price of hotels included breakfast.

For the rest of her holiday, Ann swam in the hqtel swimming-pool, or lay on the
beach and got a suntan. She also went for long walks with one of the other tourists, a

Scottish girl called Jane. However, when the others went to interesting places, she
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always said she wasn’t well. In fact, her holiday wasn’t bad, except that she was
always hungry. After all, a piece of fruit for lunch, and bread and cheese for supper isn’
t very much. .. especially not for two weeks |

Late in the afternoon of their last day, Ann and Jane were on the beach. Jane asked
her why she never ate with them in the hotel restaurant. The food was excellent. Ann told
her all about her money problems. Jane looked at her for a minute, and then said, “But

didn’ t you know? The price of this holiday includes absolutely everything!”
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6. A Nun in the Bar

John is sitting outside his local pub one day, enjoying a quiet pint and generally
feeling good about himself, when a nun suddenly appears at his table and starts
decrying the evils of drink.

“You should be ashamed of yourself young man! Drinking is a Sin! Alcohol is the
blood of the devil ! ” ,

Now John gets pretty annoyed about this, and goes on the offensive.

“How do you know this, Sister?”

“My Mother Superior told me so. " _

“But have you ever had a drink yourself? How can you be sure that what you are
saying is right?” ,

“Don’ t be ridiculous—of course | have never taken alcohol myself. ”

“Then let me buy you a drink—if you still believe afterwards that it is evil | will give up
drink for life. ”

“How could |, a nun, sit outside this public house drinking?!”

“1” 1l get the barman to put it in a teacup for you, then no one will ever know. "

The nun reluctantly agrees, so John goes inside to the bar.

“ Another pint for me, and a triple vodka on the rocks,” then he lowers his voice and

says to the barman, “and could you put the vodka in a teacup?”




