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Preface

China, a country with a large population, is facing adouble pressure of
a surplus labor force and a shortage of qualified technical workers. The
reason for this problem is that China’s education system, especially in the
area of vocational and technical education, is not in line with the needs of
the economic and social development. This is also the source of the tech-
nological weakness in many Chinese industries and products.

Vocational and technical education is a combination of vocational educa-
tion and technical education. It takes the general education as the founda-
tion and centers on the cultivation of technical skills. It refers to the social
activities in which the labors are eqabled to obtain successfully professional
and lifelong studying abilities after specialized education of the professional
knowledge, skills and attitudes provided by professional schools and pro-
fession training institutions. It is equally important with general educa-
tion, and they have the same standings in the International Standard
Classification of Education and play the same role in economical and social
development.

After a development of more than a century, China’s vocational and
technical education is now beginning to take shape. But with social
change and the reformation of the system, some latent conflicts and short-
comings emerge gradually. Compared with developed countries, it has
been lagged far behind and has affected the promotion of our comprehen-
sive national power.

China’ s new vocational and technical education takes the standard of
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“reasonable structure, scientific mode and advanced function”. The new
system forms an overpass, which vertically connects different educational
levels and horizontally joins different types of educational modes, to
achieve a ‘multi — phase, multi — channel’ structure. It constructs a new
education mode of “taking the training of students’ skills as the core and
running schools openly and diversely”, to achieve a mode of “skills first
and system flexible”. It puts up a platform of “creating various opportuni-
ties of education for the students, cooperative opportunities of mutual
benefit for schools and enterprises, and opportunities of full employment
and lifelong studying for the labors”. Therefore, the new system is ‘op-
portunity — intensive , employment — oriented’ .

To build and develop vocational and technical educational new system,
we should implement reform to solve the systematic problems; adjust the
strategies to solve the structural issues; supervise the system to solve the
managerial problems, and finally, strengthen standardized guidance to

create a harmonious environment for development.
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