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The English Language in China

> Read the passage below carefully and note the
mistakes in bold letters. Explain each mistake.

Whatever may be their view of the West, there are few
who question abeut!) the usefulness of knowing a foreign lan-
guage; and the study of English particularly, a compulsory
secondary subject, has become all the rage.

The craze for leaming English is part of a zeal for self-
improvement. A recent public opinion poll, which questioned the
wishes of several thousands'® married young people of Chang-
sha, Chaiman Mads old home, showed that far more of'® peo-
ple would rather to devote!*) their spare time to acquiring knowl-
edge than to dating or making money. Evening schools have
rapidly become more numerous in the cities, attracting particular-
ly people in their thirties, whose schooling had been interrupted
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by the Cultural Revolution, and who feel that they badly need to
catch up with®™®.

The purpose of the students flocking to these schools is, in
most cases, based on practical consideration, to acquire
from®’ the paper qualifications necessary to broaden their career
horizons. This is why there has been such a mania for diplomas.
Ore day, these people hope, all of this(”’ spare-time study will
pay off, in promotion, in the® higher pay, or in better career
opportunities.  The economic reforms have sharpened the lines of
competitiveness in Chinese society, and shifted the criteria by
which people are identified as talented.

» Error analysis (S #rgiat)

1. “Who question”, not “who question about”.
X ... there are few who question about the usefulness. . .
V... there are few who question the usefulness. . .
HEXES, “question” R|HEMZE, BahiHE, F
“about” HEFE “question” JFMH, “question” BELHIR
|hEiE.

2. Unnecessary plural number.
X ... the wishes of several thousands married young peo-
pe. ..
V... the wishes of several thousand married young peo-
ple. ..
“Several thousand” RIEZF1A, EHL “thousand” AT LA
BB

3. “Far more people”, not “far more of people”.
X ... that far more of people would rather . . .

5



V' ... that far more people would rather. ..

“More” RIEHH, BH “people”, BATEMN L
“of’, Wi “far” RENA, BMW “more”,

. “Would rather devote”, not “would rather to devote”.
X ... people would rather to devote their spare time. . .
V' ... people would rather devote their spare time. . .
“Would rather” JSEAAUR “infinitive without ‘t0’ "o

. “To catch up”, not “to catch up with”.

X ... that they badly need to catch up with .

V... that they badly need to catch up.

“Catch up” RELHEE, & “catch up” FEM L
“with”, HEWIR—-MERRA LR,

. “To acquire”, not “to acquire from”.

X ... to acquire from the paper qualifications neces-
V' ... to acquire the paper qualifications necessary. . .
“To acquire” JFABEEATLA “from”,

. “All this”, not “all of this”.

X ... all of this spare-time study will pay off. ..

V' ... all this spare-time study will pay off. ..

“All" 5RTI & IEERNBEY, RS “of” #
Ao

. Wrong use of the comparative form.
X ... in promotion, in the higher pay, or in better
career opportunities .

V' ... in promotion, in higher pay, or in better career

6
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Playing with Death

» Read the passage below carefully and note the
mistakes in boid letters. Explain each mistake.

American thrill-seekers need not to" try sky-diving or other
dangerous games to get excitement. A kind of food called Fugu,
has come to the United States. Fugu is a Japanese seafood dish
which has killed hundreds of people.

The Fugu or puffer fish, is said to be so delicious that magy.
Japanese eat it with relish, well aware of(® that they may be
killed by eating one of the most poisonous fish in the world.  This
kind of fish is rare outside Japan. The dish is now appearing in the
menu of »even high-classes®) restaurants in New York City. But
the man who brought the dish to New York said it was safe to eat
“(4) .

Mr. Nobuyoshi Kuracka, owner of Restaurant Nippon in
New York said, “Fugu has been a favourite food in Japan for
more than two thousand years. There are 15 different kinds of
Fugu, all prepared from puffer fish. It will be safe to eat it if it is
prepared for by'® a licersed chef.”

Fugu can be deadly if it is not properly cleaned up‘®. Great
skill and care, therefore, is required in preparing Fugu for the
table. 1t is now imported to the United States up to three times a
year between September and March when the fish is in season. It



