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onr J English Language

) Part I Intensive Reading |

Pro-reading Preparation:

\. Discuss the following gquestions with vour partners.

1. Do you think that all the English-speakers speak the same language?

2. Do you speak British or American English? Are they the same language?

8. Read the sentences caretullv and work out the meaning of the inderlined words
and expressions.

1. He picked up a little French when he was traveling in France.

2. She decided it was a good time to exhibit her skills as a negotiator (% FI1L 7).

3. He is a man of principle (J& ) and always sticks to what he thinks is right.

4. As the monitor of his class, he laid down the rules of self-study in class.

5. Club members are required to conform to the rules of the club.

6. His first attempt at English composition was poor and so he is really afraid of writing
in English now.

British or American English?

By lan Gordon

1 American English and British English exhibit differences, particularly
in colloquial speech. In print, the differences are not great. The central
vocabulary is the same in both. A Londoner who reads The Times will find no
special difficulty if he flies the Atlantic and picks up the New York Times. The
“slant” (or emphasis) of the news will naturally be different, but the language
he reads is basically the same.

2 For those whose first language is not English there are, however, some
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puzzling differences. The most obvious is spelling. In the days before print,
communication was handwriting and every man spelt as he chose. Printing
changed all that; by the 18th century the great English Dictionary (1755) of

Dr. Johnson laid down a standard set of spellings that has altered little to the
present day.

% This spelling is not easy. It is partly phonetic, but only partly, and it has
many maddening inconsistencies. Even native speakers find it hard and
children who speak their native English fluently take years to learn how to spell
their own language. Even well-educated people in Britain and America have to
consult the dictionary more often than they generally admit!

4 There have been many attempts to “reform” English spelling. The most
important spelling reformer was an American Noah Webster, who in 1828
produced a frankly nationalistic American Dictionary of the English Language.
Webster added some thousands of “American” words that were unknown to Dr.

Johnson and he mounted an all-out assault on the “traditional” English way of
spelling.

5 Why, he asked, should we spell “thumb” when we do *prono e'the
letter “b™? But even the Americans of his time |gnored him and i rémains *

to this day in modern editions of Webster.

6 However, Webster was triu
spelling” of English in “-our” words

replacing the English “favour”, w

spells words like “centre”, “theatre - ‘

7 One of the other ways in wk
is in the treatment of the letter |
clearly visible in American Exp
they bear the title “Traveller’s
Fortunately a trader will accept
spelling?
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passengers travel in railway “carriages”, Americans in railway “cars”. Dead
Britons get buried in a “coffin” by means of an “undertaker”, dead Americans in
a “casket” by means of a “mortician”; British children progress in school from
“form” to “form”, American children from “grade” to “grade”; the British walk on a
“pavement”’, Americans on a “sidewalk”. There are hundreds of such variants.

After Webster, the most influential advocate of the separateness of
American English was H.L. Mencken, whose book The American Language
was first published in 1919. But the even more influential magazine The New
Yorker, first published in 1925, insisted that contributors conform to the style
of the H. W. Fowler’s very British Modern English Usage.

10 The truth is that there are numerous small differences between British
and American usages. All major languages show the same kind of regional
variation. It is inevitable. The question is: Are they important? With the spread
of English as an international medium the answer seems to be “not very”. The
variations between American English and British English are slight when set
beside what the two have in common. Readers of English anywhere can move
from the Financial Times or The Economist (published in England) to Time or
the Reader’s Digest (published in America), well aware that they are reading
the same language.

11 Which then to choose? Use the variant used in your community. Then
stick to it. Do not mix the two. (699 words)

B T L O NI:\N WORDS + wewsma “ R

E colloqulal /ko'lovkwial/ adj. v &4y, maddenmg /'meedaniy/ adj. A ARIES

t mconsnstency /.nken'sistansi/ n. FA— 5,

: slant /sleent/ n. M5, M&H; 45 £l

: emphasis /'emfosis/ n. .5 , &A attempt /a'tempt/ n. €&, ¥/

“alter /'oilta(r) / ve. K, f# TH ve. &8, KB (#)

Vi KT, B mount /mavnt/ vt. X7 ; &L

i phonetic /fou'netik/ adj. 4 7 % & #, [all-out /'od'avt/ adj. R L6, DRy

[EE6, B assault /o'sot/ n. k. &k |

%wmadden /'meedan/ vt. 1 RIE vi. 4, ri

7R e FOTUBL TABBIET T SNSRI R T W R

[
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prames:e ; ey ey NEW WORDS »memmsrn sonions s omrmamn sy

r thumb /0am/ n. 484§ ; casket /'kaxskn/ n. [ £ }4EH

¢ triumphant /trar'amfont/ adj. B #{ ¢ ,  mortician /mo'tifon/n. [ £ | REAKHA
§ A8 (BRAT) kK KA, ¥4  pavement /'pervmont/ n. [ £ ] Afrik

/e %sidewalk /'saxdwok/ n. [ & ] Afrik
i calibre /'keelibe(r) /n. [ £ ] (. ¥ ivariant /'vesrient/ n. T4k (HEFAAY ?
E #y) 2f2; +-F; KA ' '&ﬁi%ﬁ*%)

, bonnet /'bontt/ n. [ % 1 AF1¥ ¥, Rig ad] HEAH, ERH
boot /but/n. [ %] 41$@’Fh‘$iﬂ varlatlon /avearl eifan/n. T, THE
bumper /"bampa(®)/ n. [ £ ] ( /’i**% inﬂuentlal /infls'enfal/ adj. # % % #) |
CAWEH) Rk, 445 753%“7’]6’1
F hood /hud/n. [ £ 1A% % % 'advocate /'sedvokert/ n. 15, HokA
' trunk /tragk/ n. [ £ 1 AR AREER v AP RS Bk
t fender / rfenda(r)/ BEIRGES ¥ 31 t contributor /ksn'tribjute () / n. £ 44 %

; }é #) Kikde, 4B regional /'ridzansl/ adj. IR M6, %
carriage /'keerids/n. [ %] XKEEEER AHEH
cofﬁn/ kofin/ n. [ %] 4 H ' 'inevitable /m'evitabl/ adj. AT & %45 ,
! undertaker /'andsterka(r)/ n. [ % ] & LR
AR e medium /'mixdjom/ n. Wk, A Tk
(s cassmes - PHRASES & EXPRESSIONS smenmm ave ¢ o v
lay down #L% by means of ¥4 FHBEF X
" to the present day & £|30.24 conformto H4& ,¥8%8
g tothisday 4, A#AA 1 set beside 5:---- A\t
5 win the day (&% i’»s‘&.%‘iﬁ“?’) iy ' have...in common HARE &Yoo
‘BJ:))"'L stick to B4, 2% BT
plck up lﬁff‘&ﬁ] ( wn?l'ﬂ) 7 . ?

e -PROPER NAMES

' - Dr. JOhIlSOll/ d3pnsan/ ¥ tf+ (2.4 % Samuel Johnson)

: ' Noah Webster /'nave'websta(r) / £ L « H 1G4+ )
. H. W. Fowler /'favlo(r) / ¥ #| « % 4 - & |
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o PROPER NAMES
H. L. Mencken /'menkon/ ¥ #| « % %37 « 1%

Atlantic /at'leentik/ X % #¥ (the Atlantic Ocean)

Time (& X F])

The Times (% B&E1R)

New York Times (%2 % 3R) ‘

English Dictionary (3% #) (4.4 % A Dictionary of the English Language)
The New Yorker (%1.%)7%) |

Financial Times (4 &% 1R)

The Economist (% % % A)

Reader’s Digest (% X 4%)

Modern English Usage { X % % R ik 3 #£ ) ( & % # A Dictionary of Modern
English Usage)

Cultural Background and Related Information

1. lan Gordon

PR - X8 EEFR FREBAGBNESEOUBA, FHOENELE—
FrEESRABIEA.

2. A Londoner who reads The Times will find no special difficulty if he flies the Atlantic
and picks up the.New York Times. (Para. 1) & L
1) The Times: (ML), GIFITF 1785 £, Ry (SEFREIR), t
BHREEEN(HLRIR), E'JJ}:AE%%"}%E?#, 1788 FIER E & H(RBELIR).
BERRREREYMOREL— HEUR I BRELNREZ—. CHBEA
WEEREEZHZNDMRE.
2) New York Times: (AARR), BYWHEFE (AASENIR) (The New
York Daily Times)., 1851 %, = « J, EREANTE  BHE—DRERAN
BEL, SEEMEE T MBRARG (AARIRY SIFIS. M, (A4NR) B
ERALEXRITERANBRZ—, FRALERANBEEER> —, SKAKX
02X, £ (ME) #FH BRESFENZERLAT HFHEL - (&
RFRD &5 AR & f,
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3. Printing changed all that; by the 18th century the great English Dictionary (1755)

of Dr. Johnson laid down a standard set of spellings that has altered little to the

present day. (Para. 2) .

1) English Dictionary. €%} A Dictionary of the English Language. AZEZR
AP RE. ;
2) Dr. Johnson: EZ /R - AWIE L (1709—1784), EE 18 HLEHABEMNX
Az—. HEF (FLHERRBRRLE 7). CFARED). () MR RS
ERBREANGSR, HARR T URBREANS (FEEFA). 1999 Fi£2, RERY
T ESR-AHBR, SIHERIERBERN. BEGERSNIENREBE.
RBTHRAE. FHe. Boa. B¥ KE. RoF $ERZR,

4. The most important spelling reformer was an American Noah Webster, who '
in 1828 produced a frankly nationalistic American Dictionary of the English
Language. (Para. 4)

1) Noah Webster: ¥ « £, XEFAARAFZRRPREDN AL, fb—
HREABMXFEERIE, M 1789 £ (1IBRIE) ) 1828 £/ (XEKIFFMR)
(SEFR (FRKRFL)), ENERRESR - ABBNER—HRHEEE.

2) nationalistic: E %R ¥ X

ZEARREEREIX, EHAEFRERINEY. RARET - FEHFHEY
HERRRBEXRRGTEERE, FRS T (RERERR) (SHHK (SRX
L)) WEEREH#TNE, ANREEXEEREXEF.

5. American Express (Para. 7)
XEREZEAT, HATHR 1850 ElIMN—FRIBX M EYHRELS). 1892 F, AT
SEFALTERNER BRTBADAEECHXIRERNS. HHERGE.
SEBIE/ATRE AT RTLE (Traveler's Check).

6. H.L.Mencken (Para. 9)

SF BESHT« 185 (1880—1956)  EEWFRL R FEICHE K% (E/RAEABR)
I ZHBESER (EEED) RENE. TRAXE (RAK) %,

7. But the even more influential magazine The New Yorker, first published in 1925, 3
insisted that contributors ‘conform to the style of the H. W. Fowler s very British
Modern English Usage. (Para. 9)



