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ON THE OVERLORDS DEPARTMENTS AND OVERLORD
DEPARTMENT POLITICS OF THE WEI, JIN , SOUTHERN &
NORTHREN DYNASTIES ABSTRACT

Overlord department was the influential minister private depart-
ment which controlled emperor and court of the Wei, Jin, Southern and
Northern dynasties . Overlord department was the department as ac-
tual power center for topmost political and military affairs of state.
Overlord department was not only especial and important private de-
partment but also especial rule mode, which affected the politics and
system of the Wei, Jin ,Southern and Northern dynasties .

The paper include six parts.

Part one, the beginning of Overlord department politics -Cao Cao,
Cao Pi's Overlords departments and the substitution of Wei royalty for
Han royalty.

Cao Cao's overlord department started the overlord department
politics of the Wei,Jin , Northern, and Southern dynasties, which fully
affected the building of overlords department later. Cao Cao's overlord
department featured a unique model. Cao Cao welcomed Han Xian
Emperor to Xu in 196, controlled rights of Eastern Han dynasty, estab-
lished overlord department government. After that, Cao Cao took the
advantage of Si-Kong governmental department, prime minister



department, Wei duke and Wei king department as actual power center.
Numberless aides assembled in Cao Cao's overlord department. Cao
Cao's overlord department demonstrated the role of actual power center.
The court and court ministers became ornaments of Eastern Han
dynasty. Cao Cao's overlord department acted as a tool of Wei Dy-
nasty replacing Han dynasty. Cao Pi achieved dynasty subrogation
smoothly after brief overlord department rule after Cao Cao's overlord
department had already built up solid foundation.

Part two, the overlords departments and overlord department
politics of the last stage of Wei Dynasty, Western Jin Dynasty, and
Eastern Jin Dynasty.

The model of Cao Cao's overlord department politics was imitative
of Si Ma surname. Si Ma surname transferred Cao Wei Dynasty power
and realized dynasty subrogation by means of overlord department .
The Western Jin emperor carried out the policy of ancestor kings' pro-
tecting the state outside, the power of the ancestor kings expanded,
the eight ancestor kings launched insurgence, overlords departments
appeared in this period of time. Under Eastern Jin Dynasty , imperial
power became feeble, Huan Xuan resorted to forces and Jin state re-
gion forces, controlled court ,established overlord department. Huan
Xuan upset Eastern Jin Dynasty by means of overlord.

Part three, the overlords department of the Southern Dynasties,
Northern Dynasties.

The dynasties subrogation models were basically alike. The
influential ministers first became superior generals, established over-
lords departments afterward, controlled court and finally became
emperors. The times of influential ministers' overlords departments
were transient . Overlord department also played an important role in
imperial power subrogation during the same dynasty. Er Zhurong
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started the overlord department politics in the Northern Dynasties.
After the Xiao Zhuang emperor killed Er Zhurong ,the Northern Wei
Dynasty ran into chaos. The Northern Wei Dynasty turned out into
Eastern Wei Dynasty and Western Wei Dynasty. The Eastern Wei
Dynasty was controlled by Gao Huan ,Gao Cheng,Gao Yang, who es-
tablished overlords departments in Jin Yang, controlled the power of
Eastern Wei Dnasty. Yu Wentai established overlord department in
Tong Zhou ,who controlled the power of the Western Wei Dynasty .
In 557, the Northern Zhou Dynasty replaced the Western Wei Dynasty.
But the emperor of the Northern Zhou Dynasty could not acquire the
power, Yu Wenhu made it , whose private governmental departments
constituted overlord department. Yu Wenhu was killed , the Northern
Zhou Dynasty came into the times of imperial power politics . During
the later stage of the Northern Zhou Dynasty , Yang Jian established
overlord department, achieved the subrogation of Sui Dynasty and
the Northern Zhou Dynasty.

Part four, the overlords departments and the politics departments,
systems of the Wei Dynasty ,Jin Dynasty, Southern Dynasties, North-
ern Dynasties.

Overlord department as special and important institution affected
greatly politics and systems of the Wei Dynasty, Jin Dynasty, South-
ern Dynasties, Northern Dynasties. Overlord department had close
relationship with imperial power and army power. Overlord department
affected greatly country structure ,dynasty subrogation ,systems.

Part five , the charters of the overlord department and overlord
department politics .

The overlord department politics was a special rule model in
ancient China , which possessed self particularity . The comparison
among overlord department politics and other political phenomenon of



ancient China revealed the particularity of overlord department politics.

Part six, the reasons of the frequent appearance overlords depart-
ments of Wei Dynasty ,Jin Dynasty, Southern Dynasties, Northern
Dynasties.

Imperial power decline was an important reason for the frequent
appearance of overlords departments under Wei Dynasty ,Jin Dynasty,
Southern Dynasties, Northern Dynasties. The expanding of offices of
commanding generals and duke governments offices made prepara-
tions for overlord department in systems . The political pattern of in-
side-army-not-important but outside-army-important afforded chances
for influential ministers' controlling country powers, which was benefi-
cial to establishing overlord department government.

Through studying overlord department and overlord department
politics , we can understand better the overlord department as special
rule model and the change of politics ,systems in the times of Wei, Jin,
Southern ,Northern Dynasties .

KEY WORDS: overlord department; power center; politics; system;
dynasty subrogation
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