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PREFACE

The development of China has attracted the attention of the world, as a result of
which a great upsurge for learning Chinese has been going on throughout the world.

The CCTV-4 program Happy China— Learning Chinese offers learners an
opportunity to learn the Chinese language and culture while enjoying the beautiful
scenic spots in China. Co-operating with the local administrations of the well-
known scenic spots, this program well combines the learning of language skills with
that of Chinese culture and history in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.

With a 98% coverage in the world, the program of CCTV was broadcast since
June, 2004. Quite a lot of the viewers expressed the hope to have the language
materials as a learning aid. In view of this, we have invited Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, a leading press in publications on Chinese learning
materials for foreigners, to produce and publish these language materials for our
viewers.

Apart from the language materials presented in the program, Words and
Expressions, Notes, Substitution Drills and Conversations are provided in each
book, among which Words and Expressions and Notes are accompanied with brief
English translations or explanations. Each book is composed of about 15 episodes
of the TV program with brief introductions and photos of corresponding scenic
spots and travel guides. As more episodes of Happy China—Learning Chinese are

coming up, more books will be published accordingly.

CCTV-4
Happy China— Learning Chinese Production Team
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XI"AN

Xi’an, situated in the heartland of the Central Shaanxi Plains in Northwest
China, is a modern metropolis with a long history. It has a mild climate with four
distinct seasons. All the seasons except cold winter are suitable for sightseeing.

Xi'an was called Chang’an in ancient times. It was the starting point of the
world-famous Silk Road. The city is also known as one of the world’s four greatest
ancient capitals along with Athens of Greece, Rome of Italy and Cairo of Egypt. Xi’
an has a history of more than 3, 100 years. Starting in the 11th century BC, a total of
13 Chinese dynasties, including the Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang Dynasties, established
their capital city in Xi’an, spanning a period of 1, 100 years. Xi’an had its heyday
in the Han and Tang Dynasties, when it became the country’s center of politics,
economy, culture and international communication, as well as a large metropolis in
the East.

As a cradle of Chinese civilization, Xi’an boasts a host of sites of historical and
cultural interest. Strolling along the city’s broad streets, visitors can see the time-
honored city wall, the stele forest, which is billed as the “Library of Stone Books”,
the Bell Tower, the Drum Tower, the Dayan Pagoda and other landmark historical
architectures. In addition, Xi’an is also the location of Emperor Qin Shihuang’s
terracotta warriors, which is acclaimed as the eighth wonder of the world, and the
Banpo Ruins, one of the birthplaces of Chinese civilization. It is no wonder that
many foreign heads of states would always put Xi’an on their must-see lists when
they visited China. : e )

Xi’an takes pride in its rich cultural heritage and its glorious past. However, this ;
dynamic modern city is more proud of its recent achievements and looks forward :
towards its prosperous future with conﬁdence Xl an has sound infrastructure
facilities and digitalized ‘mfurmatlon services. Xi’an International Airport connects
with over lw'klamemc aiid w‘orelgn destinations. Modern superhlghways and
vith Xi'an as cmr form a three-dimensional traffic network. Luxurious

o hote ith a vaneiy of mcreaﬁonal amenities, posh shopping malls and savory local

delicacies all attract tourists both from home and abroad all year round.
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Han Jia: Four cities in the world, due to their extremely
long history and splendid culture, are billed as the
four greatest ancient cities.

Daniel: Sure. They are Athens of Greece, Rome of Italy,
Cairo of Egypt and the city where we’re staying,
Xi’an of China.

Han Jia: Xi’an may be regarded as a giant history museum.

There are traces left by history everywhere here.

Look, this is a section of Xi’an’s ancient city wall.
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Daniel: The city wall is surely well preserved here.

Han Jia: Xi’an’s city wall is the best preserved of its kind in China. The wall was first
built in the Sui and Tang Dynasties and expanded in the Ming Dynasty.

Daniel: Oh, the Ming Dynasty.

Han Jia: Yeah.

Daniel: That would be over 600 years ago.

Han Jia: Hey, You're quite knowledgeable about history.

Daniel: Was Xi’an also first built in the Sui and Tang Dynasties?

Han Jia: No, you are wrong. Xi’an’s history can be traced back to the Ilth
century B.C. As early as 220 B.C., the emperor of the Han Dynasty
already began to build Chang’an as the capital city, which is Xi’an
today. Hey, Daniel, are you listening?

Daniel: Yes, I am. Well... 220 B.C., the 11th century B.C. and er... “shangsu
da guansi” (appeal to a higher court in a lawsuit)?

Han Jia: Oh, I didn’t say “shangsu da guansi”. What I said was “shangsu” ,
meaning “to trace back in time”.

Daniel: Oh, they are two homonyms. People are likely to get mixed up with
them. The “shangsu” which Han Jia just said means “to trace back™.
For example, Xi’an’s history can be traced back to the 11th century

B.C. “Shangsu” (to trace back or date back to).
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Daniel: This city is especially long. You can’t see its end.

Han Jia: Yes. Xi’an’s city wall, with its drawbridges, sluice gate towers,
ramparts and crenels, is adequately equipped. Due to the ingenious
design, the city wall is extremely strong and solid.

Daniel: But from where can we see its ingenious design?

Han Jia: Look at the promenade surface.

Daniel: Why is one side higher than the other? Will it collapse?

Han Jia: Rest assured. It won’t collapse. The road surface was designed
purposely like this.

Daniel: Why? Weren’t people afraid of slipping?

Han Jia: The stone-paved road on Xi’an’s city wall is also known as an apron.
The sloped road was designed to facilitate the discharge of water.
This way, the city wall won’t be soaked in water.

Daniel: Yes, quite reasonable. It was a nice design. Are there any other
ingenious designs?

Han Jia: Of course there are. Let’s go and find them.
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