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great tourist appeal.

When the sun already disappears in most cities
in North China, a southern city is still bathed in the
golden rays of the setting sun. She is Kunming, the
capital of Yunnan Province.

When the moon-
light pours down as
water to the silent
peaks on the Western
Hills and the placid
Dianchi Lake, the en-
tire city, ifoverlooked
from the summit of
the Western Hills, be-
comes a sea of stars,
where the glittering
light spots are convey-
ing the city’s flourish-
ing information.

Kunming is
dubbed as a City of
Eternal Spring. Here,
antiquity and fashion

share the living

pm

Za

and today, both tradition and modernity will meet

space. Both yesterday

your eyes. After all, this is a cultural city with lin-
gering connections to history and a modern provin-
cial capital that finds hard to refuse the world’s chang-
ing trend.

In fact, as early as the 13th Century, Italian trav-
eler Marco Polo paid a visit here and praised

Kunming as a beautiful city, which has now gained

Kunming is especially famous for its mild
climate, which keeps the city in spring all the year

round. In addition to its weather, Kunming also boasts

many other reasons that have attracted travelers from

all directions to the plateau in southwest China.
Since the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-
1911) dynasties, the city has been permeated with a
leisurely, carefree atmosphere, just like its citizens.
Day after day, in the memory and passage of time,
people highly enjoy and treasure their lifestyles. Lei-
sure makes people gentle in action, while thought-
fulness makes people Profound in mind. The

Kunming citizens easiness and peace are actually a
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result of the harmony between man and the Heaven.

Kunming is like a heavy-color painting. The sun,
blue skies, and white clouds compose the paper; flow-
ers are the subject; and historical and cultural sites
are the decorations of the
painting.

Strolling in Kunming and
tasting the historical changes and
living delights here, one will gain
many unexpected harvest and
truly feel the character and charm
of the city.

Therefore, some people say
that only such cities as Kunming,
which integrates favorable
climate, geographical
convenience, and good human
relations, can help visitors find
the spirit of growing among the
folk people, the spirit of grow-
ing in nature, and the spirit of
growing in history and culture.

History, culture, customs,
scenery, leisure, and delights
compose key notes of this city.

Ethnic flowers.
2. Bl
A colorful clouds.
Cheerful ethnic people.
4. CRRWEVL T it

The beautiful laterite soil.
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Stone Forest enshrouded in rosy clouds.
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Yunnan is a thick historical book.

A long time ago, when the earliest writer of this
book—people of various ethnic groups living on this
laterite plateau—began working on this book with
their labor, intelligence, and lives, Kunming appeared

on the first page of this book.
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’7 The name of the city, Kunming,derives from the
transliteration of a tribe of the ancient Yi group,
Kunmi.

More than 2,800 years ago, a slavery town ap-
peared by the Dianchi Lake. People hunted, farmed,
wore long hair braids, and followed the livestock
in season migration. During the late Warring States
Period, Chu State General Zhuang Qiao led his
troops to here and established Dian Kingdom, which
nurtured the splendid Ancient-Dian Bronze Culture,

7 w 3 S -

Today, the city has extended to cover an area of
more than 2,000 square kilometers, divided into five
districts: Wuhua, Panlong, Guandu, Xishan, and
Dongchuan. The Desheng Bridge over the Panlong

River in the city proper is considered the junction of

different administrative districts.
Wuhua District, in northwestern region, is so
named because of Mt. Wuhua in its territory. Occu-

pying an area of 397.86 square kilometers, it is

viewed as a District of Cultural Charm and an Ideal
District for Dwelling.

Panlong District, in northeastern region, is

which was quite different from the bronze culture
in Central China. During the Western Han (206
BC—24 AD), Chang Qiang, king of Dian, ac-
knowledged allegiance to Han. Han Emperor Wudi
conferred a rank of nobility upon him and pre-
sented him a gold Seal of Dian King. Kunming thus
became one of the prefectures in the territory of
ancient China, known as Tuodong City, the east-
ern capital of the Nanzhao Kingdom. In the fol-

lowing dynasties, it served as an important fron-

passed through by the Panlong River from north to
south. It covers 339.79 square kilometers and pos-
sesses a long history and splendid culture. In 765,
the first year of Tang Emperor Yongtai’s reign, king
of Nanzhao Kingdom ordered his eldest son to es-
tablish a new town called Tuodong, meaning exploit-
ing the eastern frontier. The town straddled today’s
Panlong and Jinzhi Rivers, namely the major terri-
tory of today’s Panlong District. The establishment
of Tuodong marked the beginning of the urban de-
velopment of Kunming. Since then, the political,

economic, and cultural center of the Dianchi Lake

tier city under the direct jurisdiction of the central
regime. ‘

In 1275 during the Yuan Dynasty, Yunnan Prov-

ince was established, and Kunming has ever since |
acted as the provincial capital of Yunnan. The Qing
Dynasty followed the administrative system of the
Yuan and Ming dynasties, and the city scale of

Kunming was not expanded. When the city wel-

comed its peaceful liberation in 1949, it only cov-

ered 7.8 square kilometers.

area and even the entire Yunnan Province gradually

shifted to this place. Panlong is The landscapes in

Kunming are witnesses to the changes of the city,
and viewing the historical sites, one is easy to spread ‘
his or her wings of imagination. Kunming’s core dis-

trict and example for constructing Green Homes.

6. HRSE \
Tuodong Ancient Pillar.
7—=10. I8 H¥EERREZ] {

Beautiful carvings on the Tuodong Ancient Pillar. ‘




Xishan District, in south-

western region, is named af-
ter the Western Hills (Xishan)
in its territory. Covering 791.
14 square kilometers, it is one
of the most beautiful districts
in Kunming, enjoying a repu-
tation as West Lake on
Plateau.

Guandu District, in
southeastern region, is named
after an ancient ferry called
Guandu. Covering an area of
552.21 square kilometers, it is
the transportation hub that
links east with west, north
with south. It is also an impor-
tant base for industry,
education, and scientific
research, enjoying a reputa-
tion as Pudong of Kunming.

Time has staged many
remarkable historical dramas
in Kunming and left behind
countless valuable memories.
The historical sites still
retains the footprints of
heroes, awakening brilliant
yesterday and promising
today.

At the end of 1997, the
Kunming citizens were eX-
cited to see old photos of the
appearances of Yunnan taken
by a French diplomat who
lived in Kunming a hundred

years ago. In May 2004, an
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American professor, Greg Millett, held a photo
exhibition, China.1944 .Colorful Kunming, present-
ing the image of Kunming 60 years ago. These his-

toric photos enabled the Kunming citizens to gain

an insight into the images of their ancestors and home
city. Viewing the photos, the citizens seemed to know
better of their home—a city of historical and cul-

tural magnificence.
The landscapes in Kunming are witnesses to the
changes of the city, and viewing the historical sites,

one is easy to spread his or her wings of imagination.

1. TEBIH=
Exquisitely carved lions.

12. EBIEHEYMIBIERY “BE” ‘
Terra-cotta Kneeling Warrior, a cultural relic collected by
the Kunming Municipal Museum.

13. BESTHEYIBIERY) “BER"

Bronze Drum, a cultural relic collected by the ‘
Kunming Municipal Museum.

14. BIEHEYIEERINY VWAL
Double Musicians, a cultural relic collected by the Kunming
Municipal Museum.

15. B TEHEIF |
Exquisitely carved lions.




5. B THERN
A delicately carved stone lions.
7. B L EBNOR
A delicately carved stone elephants.




