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Preface

Seal cutting, a unique and creative art with a long history, deep aesthetical connotations and
peculiar Chinese cultural characteristics in the world, has its origin in ancient practical seals,
which appeared in the Yin and Shang dynasties, reached a splendid state in the Qin and Han
dynasties, became linked with painting and calligraphy after the Six Dynasties, evolved into
an independent art in the Yuan Dynasty and reached its peak in the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Poetry, calligraphy, painting and seal cutting add radiance and beauty to each other.

Modern seal cutters are carrying on the past and opening a way for future. It is hopeful that
after reaching a zenith in the Qin and Han dynasties and reaching another peak in the Ming and
Qing dynasties, the splendid seal cutting will reach an even higher place. Seal shops in various
localities are in large numbers, specialized seal cutting newspapers and periodicals are thriving,
seal cutting education is flourishing, and theme exhibitions are numerous. Modern seal cutters
broaden their views and read extensively, exploring the art courageously and independently. As
a result, celebrities and masters appear one after another. Under such a favorable situation, the
National Art Museum of China planned and sponsored “the National Art Museum of China Seal
Cutting Invitational Exhibition” a timely manner. 62 Chinese seal cutters have been invited to
cut rocks with knives and a total of 249 seal cutting works are on display. We have been greatly
encouraged by Mr. Li Langing, the former vice premier, who cut two square seals to celebrate this
great occasion, and expect that seal cutting masters will discuss and exchange views with each
other at this exhibition, therefore the general public can feel the infinite charm contained in small
Chinese seal cutting works. At the same time of the exhibition was held a symposium on the topic
of “The Art of Seal Cutting Today: Passing on the Legacy and Exploring New Forms ” At our
invitation, nearly 30 theorists and/or practitioners attended it and had a heated, in-depth discussion
on inheriting and passing on the legacy of the art of seal cutting and the evolution of its forms of
expression. The 31 essays that they presented have been collected in a book, which, we hope, may

prove to be a valuable part of the literature of seal cutting theory.

Fan Di’an Director of the National Art Museum of China
November 2006
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