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PREPARATION OF 2008
OLYMPIAD

Keep Your Eye on the Ball,
Rogge Tells Beijing

By Nick Mulvenney, October 24., 2006, Reuters

Beijing—Beijing organizers must avoid complacency if they are to
deliver a successful Olympic Games in 2008, International Olympic
Committee (IOC) president Jacques Rogge said on Tuesday.

Rogge, speaking at the start of the IOC coordination commission visit
to discuss the progress of preparations with the Beijing Organizing
Committee (BOCOG), also said attention needed to be paid to the “less
tangible” side of hosting the Games.

“Despite the great progress that BOCOG has so far been able to achieve ,
my experience throughout my Olympic career has been that it is extremely
important not to ‘take your eye off the ball’, because it is often in the
moments when you lose your focus that mistakes can creep in,” Rogge said.

While Beijing is on schedule with the construction of the venues, there
are still concerns about pollution and traffic congestion in the city as well as
media freedom and human rights in China.

“We should all remember that the Games are not judged solely by the
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technical proficiency of the project, but also through the perception that the
world has of the Games,” Rogge added.

“We must therefore ensure that while all the technical elements are in
place, we do not forget to look after the less tangible elements that will
ultimately shape the world’s image of China and the Beijing Games. "

VERY POSITIVE

Rogge said reports he had heard about the preparations for the Games
were very positive.

“When I speak to my IOC colleagues ... they all tell me how
impressed they are with the progress that our Chinese friends are making in
developing the project,” he said.

“These comments are a positive signal that the dream of the Olympic
Games being held in Beijing and China from all those years ago, when you,
our friends, first started out with the idea of hosting top quality Olympic
Games, is becoming a reality. ”

The Belgian later went on a tour of the venues and was particularly
impressed by the “Bird’s Nest” national stadium, which will host the opening
and closing ceremonies, the athletics and the soccer final in August 2008.

“It is blending technique, sport and culture, I think it’s wonderful ,”
he said.

The coordination commission, led by the IOC’s Hein Verbruggen, will

be in Beijing until Thursday.

1. the “Bird’s Nest” national stadium = the Beijing National Stadium it
HEFR&BIH located in Olympic Green, the centerpiece of the 2008
Summer Olympics which began on December 24, 2003. Government
officials engaged architects worldwide in a design competition. A Swiss
firm, Herzog & de Meuron Architekten AG, collaborated with China
Architecture Design & Research Group to win the competition. The
National Stadium will feature lattice-like concrete skeleton forming the
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stadium bowl which will seat 80, 000 people. The Beijing National
Stadium will be the site of the Opening Ceremony and Closing Ceremony
as well as track and field events and soccer finals.

2. 10C Coordination Commission E R B iZHHZERL The Olympic
Games Coordination Commission is formed shortly after the election of a
host city to oversee and assist the Organizing Committee (OCOG) in the
planning, construction, and implementation of the Olympic Games. The
Coordination Commission acts as a liaison between the IOC, the 0COG,
the International Federations (IFs) and the National Olympic Committees
(NOCs). The commission includes representatives of the IOC, the IFs,
the NOCs and an athlete representative as well as experts in the fields of
media, environment, and TV technology. The composition of the
Coordination Commission for Beijing 2008 is as follows:

Chairperson ; Mr. Hein Verbruggen
Vice-president ; Mr. Richard Kevan Gosper a. o.
Director in charge : Mr. Gilbert Felli

Member(s) ;

Mr. Sergey Bubka, Sir Philip Craven, MBE,

Mr. Timothy Tsun Ting FOK, Mr. Alex Gilady,

Mr. Issa Hayatou, Mr Nat Indrapana, Mr. Kipjoge Keino,

Mr. Julio César Maglione, Mr. Ser Miang NG,

Mr Carlos Arthur Nuzman, Sir Craig Reedie, CBE,

Mr. Andrew Ryan, Mr. Austin L. Sealy, Mr. Adham Sharara,
Mr. Marton Simitsek, Mr. Ching-Kuo Wu

to take one’s eye off the ball fail to keep one’s attention focused on the

matter in hand X} Fr i 3 A & E £

TEN

to be on schedule with sth. to do sth. as planned or at the planned time
LRI gapillie a2

traffic congestion crowded with vehicles or traffic 323@ #i#%

media freedom * freedom in reporting events #{& [ B
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the technical proficiency | TREEARKE

of the project
the perception of the Games  the understanding of the Games X BL#kJT 3

) FE A
to be in place . to be ready to work #EZFLLE
national stadium FIEEFIE
to start out to begin to do sth. FHFfHHE

to go on a tour of the venues to visit the venues WM& 18

..................................................................

. Beijing organizers must avoid complacency if they are to deliver a
successful Olympic Games in 2008. {15 b 50 48 S £ A 22 Hb i) Th 26 5
2008 AFf) BIE 2 , AT BE L A5 e B A0/ SR A BE E 948 7, (deliver

-to do what you have promised to do; be to do sth. = be going to
do sth. )

. speaking at the start of the IOC coordination commission visit to

discuss the progress of preparations with. .. /£ EHFr RiZVhEFZ RS K
AR B Z T e R AT i U 8] 2 W) U 75 B ( speaking at. . .
= when he is speaking at . .. ; to discuss ... = in order to discuss .. .)

. Because it is often in the moments when you lose your focus that
mistakes can creep in. FNIERTEIRE 0/ B SRR ST
¥k, (itis... that }5&RVEAE)RS, When you lose your focus Ffl F1&1H

moments )

. We must therefore ensure that while all the technical elements are in

place, we do not forget to look after the less tangible elements that

will ultimately shape the world’s image of China and the Beijing

Games. [N I FRATABORUE BT A BB A (0188 (5844 ) ERff e T M Rl A,
BATBA S RERA T H, XEREATE BT EML R RiE&HFEEER
MK (55— that 517 ensure () TE1H N6 ; 56 — A~ that HBLTERE
EWNEIR EA T, 5 R E BB elements, )

. These comments are a positive signal that the dream of the Olympic

Games being held in Beijing and China from all those years ago,
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when you, our friends, first started out with the idea of hosting top
quality Olympic Games, is becoming a reality. X$6i¥ iR —Fp K
EHENES, WIRNZAERTEA /Y 3 70 5 B R ) BRI 57812 3 2 1)
BRIEFEA ML, (that 51 FRINLE N BH signal, Wa)H ) FEE
2541k the dream: of the Olympic Games is becoming a reality, .
when B| B0t [EPIRE M\ A] PR 5E from all those years ago.)

6. “It is blending technique, sport and culture, I think it’s wonderful,”
he said. “TEIA THA BEBHML, REBEERKET,” ik,

(it = the “Bird’s Nest” national stadium)

. What did Rogge come to China for?
. What does “the ball” represent in this article?

. What is the less tangible side of hosting the Games?

1

2

3. Why did Rogge advise China to keep its eye on the ball?

4

5. What should Beijing avoid for the successful Games in 2008 according to

Rogge?

6. According to Rogge, what is the most important thing to shape the image
of China?

7. What are the things people are most concerned about China’s hosting the
Olympic Games?

8. How was the preparation for the Games evaluated by the IOC?

9. What will be held in the “Bird’s Nest”in August 20087

10. How did Rogge think of the “Bird’s Nest” ?

Education the Heart of Olympics Says Rogge

By Nick Mulvenney,Oct. 22, 2006, Reuters

Beijing—International Olympic Committee (I0C) president Jacques
Rogge said on Sunday education remained at the heart of the Olympic
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movement with millions of Chinese youngsters now being introduced to its
values.

Rogge, who was opening the World Forum on Sport, Education and
Culture in the host city of the 2008 Games, said the IOC had a duty to
educate the world’s youth on matters such as doping and even some not
directly related to sport such as HIV prevention.

“The goal of the Olympic movement is to contribute to building a
peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport practiced in the
spirit of Olympism,” he told delegates to the three-day forum in the Chinese
capital.

“T am particularly pleased that this effort is being continued right now
in China and that millions of young Chinese . .. are being introduced to the
strength and power of the Olympic values such as friendship, excellence and
respect. ”

China returned to the Summer Games in 1984 after 32 years outside the
Olympic fold and Beijing organizers have invested heavily in education
programs to spread the spirit of the movement to the youth of the world’s
most populous country.

Beijing Organizing Committee ( BOCOG ) chief Liu Qi said the
exposure of China to the rest of the world in 2008 would be an education in
itself.

“Through the staging of the Olympic Games, we are willing to further
reinforce the exchange with international friends and accelerate the develop-
ment of China and Beijing to leave a precious legacy to China and world
sports, ” he said.

YOUNG PEOPLE

Rogge said sport and the Olympics faced a battle for the attention of
young people.

“We have to concentrate on this group who are today attracted by many
other leisure activities such as music, video games, the Internet and movies,”
he said.

“We have to maintain serious efforts to maintain their interest in sport
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and physical activities. ”

He said warning athletes about the danger to their health caused by
doping was a key element to the Olympic movement’s education task.

“Scientists and doctors who contribute to unethical behavior through the
misuse of drugs must be stigmatized,” he added, “That can be considered
another form of education. ”

The Belgian, who made his comments at the start of a week in which
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) coordination commission will
inspect Beijing’s preparations for 2008, said he had high hopes for the next
Summer Games. “In conjunction with BOCOG, the IOC intend to make the
Beijing Olympics a festival of harmony and peace, education and culture
and above all of sporting perfection. ”

..................................................................

the World Forum on Sport Education and Culture t 574k & #{ & 53X/
15 The 5th World Forum on Sport, Education and Culture held in
Beijing from Oct. 22-24, 2006. The forum emphasized how the Olympic
Games will function as a bridge linking sports and culture. Officially called
“Sport and a World of Harmony: the role of Olympic Education and
Culture,” the forum is the first of its kind to be held in China.

VY -+« v e
at the heart of (be) the most important part of J&-----
- BB
the host city of the 2008 Games 2008 4E B35 & EIpk
to educate sb. on sth. to teach sb. about sth. or how to do
sth. HF;H#E
the spirit of Olympism L NURER R

to be contributed to +n. /doing B O TFEF/MHES
the exposure of China to the rest showing China to the rest of the world

of the world o E SHE R A B R
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the Olympic fold - the Olympic group/world B 4Kk JG 7 B
&/ R y

to leave a precious legacy to China to leave a precious property to China 3
HEE T —-EEHREE>™

to face a battle for the attention to struggle for the attention of young

of young people people WREFERANERTE N
to warn sb. about the danger to to tell sb. that sth. is dangerous to their
their health health %453 A X H BHAR fE B

to contribute to unethical behaviors to help/make possible those morally
unaccepted behaviors fifl 15 A iH 17

BLA P B
to have high hopes for . . . Xifeveeee ABRHE
a festival of harmony and peace,
education and culture — A FHES T HE 53U H
sporting perfection BEEBEFHNTR

1. Education remained at the heart of Olympic movement with millions
of Chinese youngsters now being introduced to its values. BEE R T
7 e AR TR 0 B A SPK T SORE A , SR BN — H R I L
EFBG . (now being introduced to its values BLTESH AR S 2
1B Chinese youngsters ¥ U & %451, FRFEREHORE; its B8R
Olympic movement ) '

2. The IOC had a duty to educate the world’s youth on matters such as
doping and even some not directly related to sport such as HIV
prevention. [EFREELH T AER -RBETHLXNEAN, 2~
B ST R B XM R I R T S B E. (on FEAMN

ANEEE  matters ... Hl some ... ;some = some matters, not directly
related to sport such as HIV prevention }jit % 43 7) HIEMGEE, B
some.,)

3. The goal of the Olympic movement is to contribute to building a
peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport practiced
in the spirit of Olympism. HAKIC 5z 3h 2 HERR B S Tl idi2
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AR BRI TR HEERA, AR R —FEH E XK
HHE, (“to be to do” used to show what must/should be done N i%,—
5E W5 by RN IR K F B, through KRB HE MR 4R ; practiced in
the spirit of Olympism = which is practiced in the spirit of Olympism 332
Sy iAMBUE IR sport., )

. He said warning athletes about the danger to their health caused by

doping was a key element to the Olympic movement’s education task.
i %z R RA XS E A ERBARICES N EEH
B %EZ—. (warning athletes about the danger to their health caused
by doping 5 % 158 & M EE & WAl b i 18, K caused by doping
it 24 R EEE 1B B the danger,)

. That can be considered another form of education. X 7] IS —

MEBXR., (that 818t —74] Scientists and doctors who contribute to
unethical behavior through the misuse of drugs must be stigmatized.,)

The IOC intend to make the Beijing Olympics a festival of harmony
and peace, education and culture and above all of sporting
perfection. [EFFRZLBIIETRZXDR—FESHE HF
SXmEs, R HRE-MEFEIHES. (and above all of

sporting perfection = and above all a festival of sporting perfection)

.................................................................

prision

What is the heart of the Olympics?

What other duties did the IOC have with the world youth through sports?
What is the goal of the Olympic movement?

How was the education of the heart of the Olympics going in China’s
preparation for the Games?

What does Beijing hope to reach from the Olympics?

. Is it certain that young people in the world will pay much attention to the

Olympic Games? Why?
What should the sports and the Olympics do about the young people in
the world?

What did Rogge say about scientists and doctors?




