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The project of the Yunnan-Vietnam Railway, which began in October 1903 and completed on

January 30, 1910, was considered “the Worldwide No. 3 Largest Project” by western press. With

unique history ]Jaclcgrmmd as well as wits of constructors, it is the only meter-gauge railway in use
today and as well a precious heritage, who witnessed integration of western and eastern cultures over
a recent hundred years 1n China.

The construction and le-’clupl'nunt of the Yunnan-Vietnam Rai]way gave birth to the first
hydropower station in China, accelerated commercial prosperity, and enabled Kunming a cultural
intersection and Tin Capita] of Gejiu with the second ]arguat tin output across the world that time.
The cities alnng, like \'Ii]iang', Kaiyuan, Mengzi, Hekou and Jejiu, turn out to be t]n‘iving.

From November 9 to November 18, 2005, a visiting group of over 30 Chinese and French
it.mrnalislf« set foot on the Yunnan-Vietnam Rai]wa}f and spent 9 Llaya, 465 kilometers a]_ung the
railway within Yunnan Province. This activity aimed at better 't*ea]izing the 100-years history of
Yunnan-Vietnam Rai]_wa}f, whose positive effects are promoting the development of tourism il](lllstl'}f
and multi-national cultures and advancing the opening of Yunnan Province to outside world.

This brochure is based on the history, current situation, and local conditions and customs a]nng‘
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Yunnan-Vietnam Ra]_]xafa}f at the visiting group s route.
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influenced the modern Listo._ry o{ C!_}j;in_a. — Xinhua
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The Yunnan-Vietnam Railway was made from blood and fﬂfes Ancl ltwa; t]'li;:":iilway that
oPene& tlie door of Yunnan to t}le outmcle worlcl o & e g e

This rallway was completed in 1910. Its rail gauge is one meter, 43.5 cenhmtam b e
than the current national standard in China. Altl'lough the rallwa‘y is less than five hundred

kilometers, it crosses over the Pearl River and Hong River, and span the three major three

climatic zones, say Temperate Zone, Subtropical Semimoist Zone, and Tropic Rainforest

Zone. The average altitude of the rai]way is nearly two thousand meters. One Railway Bridge

stands about every one thousand meters, and one tunnel every three thousand meters.

Furthermore, the railway travels through most regions in central and south Yunnan province

where 12 nationalities inhabit, and the }.')urgeoning towns exist ’cogetl'ler with ancient viuages.
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Both the Chinese and French journalists of our visiting group were occupied l)}f the majestic
natural cpe(_‘caa.le gI'EtIlC]. engineering wonders, and colorful ethnic cultures along the railwav

The rallwav opened up Yunnan Province and tl‘mm accelerated the economic advancement
and idealistic transformation of Yunnan people. The &ulhethutly introduced western cu]tures,
science and t]'lougl}ts dave rise to the Hekou [nsurgence led l)}r Sun Yat-sen and National
Protection (Huguo) Movement, which was suppﬂrtecl by the civilians. It was a]m‘lg‘ the railway
where the Chinese Communist Party initiated its activities in Yunnan Province.

So how shall we evaluate this railway is really a question. Yuan Jiagy, Shi Ping local, the
last Number One Scholar (title conferred on the one who came first in the llighest Chinese
imperial examination) of Qing Dynasty, wrote in one of his poems ‘as a newly completed
project, the clevelopmt.nt of the Yunnan-Vietnam is pamhl] and toug sh, but it w ill bring Yunnan

to a promising future. That was ex_aLtly the function the railw wayv lms p:_-‘r{'o.rmecl to Yunnan

- Province.

The Yunnan-Vietnam Railway has undergone great hardship over the past one hundred
vears. The only 100-years toon, witnessed all the tough situations that the railway has sustained
since 1910. |

For one hundred years, we endeavor to figure out the effects the railway brought, to perceive

all the residual 11arclsl1ip, and to discover the trails lingered on the rail screws.
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Starting trom Kunming on November 9, 2005, more than 30 Chinese and French

_:jugrna]iﬂts will travel w_i_f.'h a survey-and mterview along the Yunnan-Vietnam Railway.
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