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An Account of My Artistic Career

1 grew up in the mountains and am keen on art since my childhood. Being from a poor family, [ had only three years of education, In 1958, at the age of 14, 1 came out of the mountains and
worked as a kiln hand mainly engaged in making black potteries, From 1958 to 1962, 1 read & lot of art books o broaden my horizons and tap the creative resources for black pottery making - arts
are interconnected and follow the same principle. From then on, Chinese painting impressed me deeply and become my favorite subject. AL the beginning of my study, | hed no teacher so Ihad 1o buy
albums of famous anists such as Wu Changshuo. Qi Baishi, Pan Tianshou, Xu Beihong 1o study their styles and technig i 1 was so enchanted with a picture that | worked on copying
from it until midmight.

Muore than 200 years later, a friend of mine introduced me to Cui Zifan, the greatest artist in China, whose "frechand” style paintings attracted me. Master Cui highly praised my paintings and
inscribed happily the words “ssFlower. Bird, Primitiveness and Natural Beauty ™+ for me to show his encouragement, Getting to known cach other further, Master Cui took me as bis Jast disciple.
Consequently, after copying the works of old masters and under the guidance of Master Cui, | turned w "freehand” style Chinese painting as my specialty.

Chver these years, | come o realize that ants come from life. Many of my works draw materials from the mountains where 1 come from. All grasses, trees. mountains and waters in my hometown
are s dear 1o me that they become subjects of my works of art. Painting has become an important part of my life. Obsession and perseverance are motivation of my artistic pursuit and hard work is
the way 10 success, Where there's a will there's a way, Atter long years of assiduous work and practice. | have gradually formed my own style.

1 would fike 1o present this album 1o my mentor Cui Zifan and to all friends that have given me help.
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My Impression of Wang Hanchang’

s Bird and Flower Paintings

Bv Liu Shizhong
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