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Unit 1

Text A A Toast to Torino”, with a Last Bicerin®

By Christopher Clarey

The New York Times® Though it was not the ideal Winter Olympic host®,
Turin does happen to have an ideal cure for the inevitable morning-after letdown®.

On Monday, as some stores in the city center were already dismantling® their
“Turin 2006” displays, a small caf in the Piazza della Consolata was drawing a
crowd as regulars? and Olympic stragglers® alike wedged into® its cozy, wood-
paneled confines for a glass of bicerin, the frothy® local brew of espresso®, cream
and hot chocolate that gives one a gentle shake, instead of a slap, after sunup.

With the eyes now closer to wide open, it’s easier to take one last look at the
winners and losers in Turin.

Best performance on snow: Honorable mention goes to the Italian mountain

Torino  FEE B, MAF FAL IR, EIERR (Turin) .

bicerin 7. a kind of traditional hot drink in Turin, Ttaly. BEAFI#RR #9—Fh tWRmmE kTS 70 M2
R 4 i AR A e GE AR

The New York Times 4 #0fR2— 43 7E % EA L4 AR AGIRE , TE 2t R RAT, A MW S, ©
A BB BRRIR N K84+ (The Gray Lady) 8% K 9 “BHR” (The Times) o

Winter Olympic host AZFRiz&FI

morning-after letdown 3 BE 47 Ay 3 i) 5 B8 5% 3H 1%

dismantle v. to get rid of #FE&, 5

regular n. the usual customer #%,EB%

straggler n. drifter WFHH

wedge into  HfA

frothy adj. foamy Z¥EKH)

espresso n. thick coffee  HEMIME
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crews who pulled all-nighter® after all-nighter to clear fresh snow off the Alpine
race courses. As for those who got the real medals, the German biathlete Michael
Greis has a strong case to make after winning three gold medals and forcing the
once-unbeatable Ole Einar Bjoerndalen to settle for second place in two individual
events.

Michaela Dorfmeister, an Austrian, also deserves support after winning her
first two Olympic golds in her final Games. But the races she won—the downhill
and super-giant slalom®—were strangely lacking in suspense and sparkle on a slope
that sometimes looked better suited to the recreational set. Her fellow Austrian
Benjamin Raich provided better entertainment. After wilting® in the final slalom
run of the combined, he handled the pressure beautifully in the giant slalom and
slalom, on brutally® difficult courses that many of his rivals failed even to finish.

Best performance on ice: It’s hard to ignore five medals in five events, which
is what the Canadian Cindy Klassen won in the speed skating. It is hard to ignore
three gold medals each for the South Korean short-track skaters Hyun Soo Ahn and
Jin Sun Yu. But there’s a certain amount of injustice in the fact that athletes who
just happen to compete in sports that pile on the events get more glory (Do we real-
ly need a 1, 000-meter race and a 1, 500-meter race?) I'm going for quality over
quantity, and for silver over gold. The Chinese pairs skater Zhang Dan took the
sort of fall that usually ends seasons in the opening moments of her free program.
But she managed to grit her teeth® and skate well enough to earn a place on the
podium, which she reached with help from her partner, Zhang Hao, who carried
her across the ice.

Worst performance on snow: You're thinking Bode Miller. Just about
everyone'’s thinking Bode Miiler, yet at least Miller was true to his stubborn, stub-
ble-faced® self. He made it clear that he was into his alternative version of the
Olympic experience more than he was into the medals and proved it by hitting
plenty of bars and no podiums as he gave his sponsors and coaches the wrong kind

all-nighter FFERBHIESD

slalom n. a kind of sport game on snow FEE I E
wilt v. fail to maintain X HRE

brutally adv. severely @i

grit her teeth BRI K, B F

stubble-faced WM EA T LAY

2
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of chills by going 0-for-5. But the Norwegians, the traditional Nordic kings, were

fully committed to winning, and for the first time in 18 years, they ended without

a single victory in cross-country skiing® or its gun- toting® offspring,, ! biathlon®.
They struggled with their wax choices. They struggled with their health. They
struggled with their aim, with one woman biathlete, Gunn Margit Andreassen,
shooting at the wrong targets.

Worst performance on ice: You can play the blame game with Japan’s medal-
free speed skaters or the Canadian men’s hockey team, the defending champion
that slumped® to seventh after failing to score in 11 of its last 12 periods of play.
But it’s hardest to shake the image of Sasha Cohen, the seemingly sublime® Ameri-
can figure skater®, facing the music? in the free program and botching® her first
two jumps. Seldom has a silver looked more like a booby prize®.

Best performance in thin air: Historians might opt for® Han Xiaopeng, the
aerialist extraordinaire® who became the first Chinese man to win a freestyle skiing
gold medal. Sentimentalists® and scientists might opt for Alisa Camplin, the tele-
genic® Australian aerialist who took the bronze in the women’s competition on a
knee that had been reconstructed with a ligament® taken from a cadaver®. The X
Games set would surely opt for Shaun White, the American snowboarder with the
flame-colored® hair who set the halfpipe alight with a series of tricks that could

pass for a foreign language: frontside lien air, McTwist, back-to-back 1080,

cross-country skiing BIFFEE

gun-toting RHEH

biathlon 7. a kind of sport game on snow % &

slump v. drop, decrease T Bk, K&KK%E

sublime adj. outstanding HARH, H &K

figure skater EREHIKEF R

face the music EEHCHTHNER

botch v. to make up in an awkward way 45 HiFR ¥}

booby prize (A B EMRIBERMN)KER

opt for B

aerialist extraordinaire A fEIE LIRS HEWMA

sentimentalist 7. those who are often overcome by sentimental mood H&f5 ¥ X F#
telegenic adj . fit for being filmed to show on TV & F FE M8 LA
ligament 7. a part of physical structure #)#F

cadaver n. dead body P E(RAEHEMHAMAFL)

flame-colored K £L )

20000V



frontside 900 and backside 900.

But this traditionalist is casting his vote for another 19-year-old instead. The
Austrian ski jumper® Thomas Morgenstern won the large hill competition with a
140-meter effort on his final jump, just good enough to beat his compatriot Andreas
Kofler by a tenth of a point.

In the team competition, Morgenstern again needed something special at the
last moment and produced it, as his 140. 5-meter effort gave Austria (and himself)
another gold medal.

Worst performance in thin air: Lindsey Jacobellis might have been true to her
sport’s means-over-end creed® when she went for much more style than she needed
off the penultimate® jump with a huge lead. But you only get one chance to be the
first woman to win the Olympic snowboard cross. When Jacobellis ended up in the
snow after giving her board that now infamous extra grab and twist, the pioneer
who ended up in the history books was Tanja Frieden of Switzerland.

Best performance on thin ice: Double nominee Miller gets his prize here: not
for handling all that unwelcome Olympic attention off the slopes in Sestriere with
aplomb®(he bombed) but for handling what looked like genuine disaster on the
slopes in Sestriere.

Apparently out of control in the super- G, Miller flailed toward the side of the
course at high speed: one ski trailing behind high in the air at a right angle. The
vast majority of other mortals would have gone hurtling into the safety nets or the
forest. Miller missed a gate but somehow maintained his balance on one ski and
eventually got everything back where it belonged, begging the question: “If Miller
is that amazing an athlete, why can’t he make it all the way to the bottom more of -
ten?”

Worst performance on thin ice: You'd think the Austrian Nordic team would
have mapped out the highest road possible after a maid stumbled across alleged
blood transfusion equipment in one of their residences in Salt Lake City after the

last Olympics were over. That discovery was enough to earn an Austrian coach,

ski jumper BFEWEEFHR

creed n. faith fg&

penultimate adj. the second from the bottom BI¥H —H
aplomb n. a calm state of mind FRAH

4
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Walter Mayer, an eight-year ban® from the Olympics but not enough to earn him a
ban from the Austrian program. If he had not been silly enough to come visit his
athletes at these Games, triggering® a late- night doping raid from the Italian po-
lice, he might still be on the payroll®.

(From The New York Times, March 1, 2006)

I . Background

EFRRKINTIEFHS

19 th42K 20 429, FEEKBEsH (NS KREFEH)WHEERSXR
B, AT UK E 3 3 # B B AR R Xt L BRI, AHER T, LIKEE3)
HERNZXFERBESMETE,

FREOXBRRLTEHSHET 1924 5, iEENERR T AN, 4,
EMERA X FEH A NEHSEREEHERRZSERELANE-BL
RN B E(UTRFELRE), KRRLSBUAENENEEDH—K, 5
HZRERER—FHR—MERET. N1928FENE_BLRXAH &F
RES5HFRESNEMERAERRNERET. 1994 £, L FRiE
25 EF WA 2 AT R A X217,

31 80 REMER R, XLRSEHEBY RA 258 A/ MEHEERR
HeRBEO RGNS, 1980 FREE KRB H 43 NARVWEETRE
AL, 2mTEEESEAENETNETEA RS, BRUE, SRLR2PE
HRLREA S,

(From http: //www. future-ad. com)
I . News Interlinkage

FEGHH: BiHHR
HTREAREFAOAREN, B AL RSB — B KREF & —
FLBEGE AT R—SHE, 0 — Skt BxRYERTFRRESmAE

@ ban n. the prohibition from a certain sport game 25
@ trigger v. cause IR
® payroll n. a name roll of those in-service employees FEERA R & H
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RIBHE R, B4, MM 2BWEBTRTIES

MREBSRPERRAS ML RELIKZE SRR —J&, FLHE 2
Bz he (4 SO S B, SR S B0 TR s P Bk B S s Bk L A TR
Tt AERGEER B BB E EER K BRI 4 AN TUE RS, BRE
RIET B REM—E,HA 3 NEFHEANARFNE .6 ZEFIHEAZ PHTY
R HRBFEETAMARSESFHRIEE, FPENE LIB . B FAR
SRELIT HLRE B EETEH (WRFRE RLBES) BRBAR
B EBERT —EHES KB TSMARLTE ERRITFEK.

It R RFE VK L AR JF 0 EOR R T T SUAKIC SERE B, S S T it
TR AKLEEARKER LU RNEE, FESNMLARLNEHREAEER
TREKNERRE, BF —HIE R,

FTEL, BATAT LA B 3etuift, P B F R LER R RABR G, mLtt R R
AT BRDHE BT AR AR DR T RFEHASMAR, AR
2

BRAESE BARLTN BT, PEAEKTRILESRORDRE
KA AR AT REETFRN—ELROEHHE, KPR NTROE S
MFPHOERT BT A S LEELERZIE, 75 5 0T B3 T B 15
ST AT AN AR . XA SRR, BAT IR RS R, ik E
WERA TR MFREEY, LRI FEX 2008 RELR T ~HR
BB,

RMPEIEE SRR XA, AR BT R AR QEF RSP LA E
WOEBRHRE . MEBT 2008 FRLRRES , FEATRILL—E LML
HARTIZSHATH - HEENES,

(3% B 2006 4 02 A 27 A 11:17 P EEF#H,

From http: //sports. sina. com. cn)
I . Reading Comprehension

1. What did a crowd of regulars and Olympic stragglers wedge into a small café in
the Piazza della Consolata for?
A. a glass of bicerin B. the frothy espress
C. cream D. hot chocolate
2. How many medals did the Canadian Cindy Klassen win in the speed skating?
6



A. three B. four C. five D. two
3. Who is Sasha Cohen?
A. an Australian figure skater B. an American figure skater
C. an Australian pairs skater D. an American pairs skater
4. In which field did Han Xiaopeng win a gold medal?
A. figure skating B. pairs skating
C. speed skating D. freestyle skiing
5. How many years was the Austrian coach, Walter Mayer, banned from the
Olympics?
A. six years B. five years C. eight years D. ten years

IV . Topics for Discussion

Whom does honorable mention go to? Why?

How many Olympic golds did Michaela Dorfmeister win in her final Games?
What did the Chinese pairs skater Zhang Dan manage to do?

Who is Gunn Margit Andreassen?

What happened to Alisa Camplin’s knee?

I

Text B How to Read a Newspaper?

By Helen H. Carey and Judith E. Greenberg
(Adapted)

A newspaper is much like a precision® tool. It can help you work more accurately
and effectively. Understanding the newspaper can give you the information neces-
sary to analyze accounts of today’s critical issues, yesterday’s history, and
tomorrow’s problems. But like any tool, the newspaper is useless unless you know
how to use it properly. It will enable you to become a more effective reader and us-
er of newspaper and as a result, a more fully informed citizen.

The book helps you understand what a newspaper is, what it is that make
news, and where news comes from. It also tells you something about the people

who process the news, from reporters, who gather the news of the day, to editors,

@ precision n. exactness, accuracy, etc. F#, WEE HE



who decide what news goes into the paper and where it will appear.

Does the newspaper print only “bad” news? Where can you find what the
newspaper itself think about an issue? How can you detect bias and slanting of
news articles? These are only some of the additional questions you will find in the
chapters in this book. In addition, it offers some important tips on how to use the
newspaper in your classroom that will help you in discussing current events and in
making oral and written reports.

The importance of acquiring newspaper reading skills cannot be overstated®.
Without newspapers you would have to depend almost entirely on seeing and hear-
ing the news, and although TV and radio newscasts are informative® and generally
enlightening®, they must report the news of the day selectively in order to stay
within a set time period. A newspaper isn’t under such strict limits and has other
advantages. It can be read at you leisure, gives you a choice of articles and topics,
and is available free to everyone through public libraries. Because the newspaper
must meet the needs of so many people, it has many different sections. Your and
your increased skill in using them will not only heighten your pleasure in reading

newspapers but will also make them more useful in all your activities.

News

What is news? The kind of event that becomes news depends on several fac-
tors. When did it happen? To be news it must be immediate and current; today’s
newspaper is a record of what’s happening now. What happened? Was the event
significant or important? —if so, it’s news. How and where did it happen? Whom
did it happen to, and what may happen as a result? The answer to these questions
makes up what we call news. News is the history of the day in the making, and
newspaper are the recorders of this history.

What kind of stories make news? Accidents, murders, robberies, awful
fires—do only bad or sad events make news? It depends on what is happening on a

particular day. At first glance it may seem that newspapers print more “bad” news

@ overstate v. to exaggerate S KHEFR,BFK ‘

@ informative adj. giving information; educational; instructive 1WRAY, RALIHIRAY, N 188

@ enlightening adj . giving the light of fact and knowledge to; free from ignorance, prejudice, or superstition
JR A, Bikay

8



than “good” news. On certain bad days that may be true, but if you survey the
stories in a typical edition of the newspaper, you may be surprised at the amount of
good news newspaper contain. '

While it would be nice if only good news was reported, events make news be-
cause they are out of the ordinary. To most people, a story that describes an un-
usual happening is far more interesting than one about an ordinary event. It’s im-
portant to remember that news is about what’s happening and if a significant event
happens, it’s news, good or bad. The following is the cases that make news:

Stories of interest to most Americans make news .

Houses Passes
Tax Bill
WASHINGTON, July 11—The House of Representatives today approved a
measure that would have the effect of increasing the taxes of most Americans. The
controversial bill was passed by a margin® of 235-189, with voting largely along
party lines. '

International stories make news .

Britain Sends Fleet
To Defend Falklands
LONDON, April 5—Prime Minister Thatcher announced in Parliament today
that she was ordering a task force of the Royal Navy to proceed with all speed to
the Falkland Islands. The announcement, which constituted the government’s re-
sponse to the Argentine occupation of these South Atlantic islands, had been ex-
pected.

The humorously strange makes news .

Wren Takes Up Residence

In Purse of Md. Woman
HAGERSTOWN, Md., July 2 (AP)—When June Henson hung her freshly
washed canvas pocketbook out to dry last week, she never expected it would be-

come a bird’s nest.

@ margin n. a measure, quantity, or degree of difference EH



Unusual happenings make news .

A Mother’s Strike
Convinces 5 Kids
To Treat Her Better

By Gail Baker

Associated Press
DES MOINES. lowa, July 8—A homemaker who went on strike against her
family for six days is back on the job after the last of her five children signed her
list of demands for more affection and consideration.
The failings® of modern life make news.

1910 Mail Turns Up;

Post Office Still Game
LOUISVILLE, Ky., June 22 (AP)—Two sacks of mail that should have
been delivered in 1910 have been discovered in an old house, and the Postal Service

says it will try to make sure the mail gets through this time.

Even when nothing happens, sometimes it’s news .

No Serious Incidents
Sunday’s Prince George’s County Police Department communications bulletin con-
tained the type of crime report we all like to hear: “no serious incidents to report”.

(To be continued)

V . Group Discussion

1. What kind of news is printed in the newspapers?
2. Why is it important to require newspaper reading skills?

3. Summarize the cases that make news.

@ failing n. a failure; a slight fault or defect 4B, &, A4, T %
10



