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Scierce and technology have played central roles in the development
of society from ancient times through to the present. Although the artifacts
have changed from simple hunting and food processing tools to
contemporary information and transportation systems, with a promise of a
transformative future through the applications of bioengineering and
nanotechnology, at root the evolution of human society has always been,
and in any conceivable future will always be, integrally intertwined with
scientific and technological change. Thus, understanding both the historical
and the current relationship between science, technology and society is a
key element in helping to shape an environmentally sustainable and
culturally acceptable world in which to live.

The volumes in this new STS series, for which Professor Yin
Dengxiang, one of the most active scholars in the contemporary STS
community,serves as Editor-in-Chief, are designed to provide exactly such
an understanding. Ranging in specific topics from introductory STS Studies
and the scientific and industrial revolutions, to information theory and space
technology, and on to bioscience and engineering and nanoscience and
technology, the series attempts to tackle the key historical and
contemporary issues surrounding areas of science and technology central
to the world as we know it today, and those that we should likely anticipate
experiencing in the near future. Thus, to read these volumes provides
useful information as to how we reached our current state of societal affairs
and should offer insights for future decision makers on how best to proceed
as we move more deeply into the 21st Century.

It is a very real pleasure for me as an advisor to be associated with
this series of volumes that seeks to explicate the dynamic S-T-S
relationship.

Stephen H. Cutcliffe

STS Program

Lehigh University

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA
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