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We are very grateful to Prof. Dewen Hu for his great efforts in translating our book “Independent com-
ponent analysis” (originally published by John Wiley and Sons in 2001) ime Chinese .

When we started writing the book in 1999, ICA was still a rmther new method, and its future was
somewhat uncertain. It was not clear whether it would become an important technique for practical applica-
tions, and whether the theory was sufficiently developed.

We heve been quite fortunate in both respecis. On the one hand, ICA has proven very useful in a large
number of application fields, of which neuroinformatics and bicinformatics deserve special mention. On the
other hand, the theory that we expounded in the book has stood the test of time, and is now well ~ estab-
lished.

Chinese scientists have made important contribntions to research on ICA, and we hnpe this bock will
inspire many more. We equally bope that Chinese researchers and professionals interested in applications of
ICA will find useful guidelines and theoretical understanding in this book.

Helsinki, October 2006
Aapo Hyvirinen, Juba Karhunen, and Erkki Oja
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