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Biologist and Writer

magine a place where no birds sing on sunny spring
l mornings, no bees collect pollen on lazy summer
afternoons, and no chipmunks hoard seeds for the long, cold
winter. This is what Rachel Carson asked her readers to do in
the opening pages of her book Silent Spring. She wanted them
to imagine what could happen if the government continued to
spray toxic chemical pesticides over our fields and forests.
Today, we are aware that what we do can affect the
natural world. We recycle glass, paper, and plastic.
Government officials track and control the amount of
polluting substances that are dumped into rivers and spewed
from smokestacks. Scientists study global warming and
watch for changes in the ozone layer. Environmentalists
fight to save endangered species and limit the destruction of
their natural habitats. We do all this because we understand
that our planet is fragile and that life is precious and rare. We
do all this because we do not want to live in a world where no
birds sing. We do all this because, in 1962, Rachel Carson

wrote a book called Silent Spring.
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RACHEL GARSGHN

Biologist and Writer

Silent Spring is considered one of the most influential
books ever written. Many people credit its powerful message
with launching the modern movement to protect the
environment. Along with the first views of Earth from space,
Silent Spring made people begin to realize that we must
protect and preserve our world and the creatures that share it
with us.

Rachel Carson is best remembered as the demure,
intelligent, petite, and driven author of Silent Spring, but
she also wrote three other best-selling books that described
the oceans and sea life. Under the Sea-Wind, The Sea
Around Us, and The Edge of the Sea contain rich, poetic
portraits of ocean creatures and enlightening accounts of the
interdependence of living things in a natural community.
These books also explain how all living things are affected by
weather, soil conditions, and other aspects of their
environment. This way of thinking about the natural world |
was new to most people when these books were written.
Carson’s ideas inspired scientists to develop a new area of
study called ecology — the study of living things as part of a

natural system, such as an ecosystem or biome.
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Biologist and Writer

After her second book, The Sea Around Us, was pub-
lished in 1951, Rachel Carson was acknowledged as a literary
genius. But when the chemical industry realized the negative
effect that Silent Spring would have on their business, how-
ever, they tried to discredit her. They called her “a hysterical
woman”and claimed that she was “un-American.”Rachel did
not take the praise or the criticism too seriously, however.
She loved science and she loved writing and, no matter how
the world reacted to her work, she remained committed to

putting down on paper her thoughts, dreams, and passions.



Watching hawks fly overhead. Rachel Carson devoted her life to
understanding and protecting the natural world.
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RACHEL ARSQY

Biologist and Writer

n May 27, 1907, Maria Carson gave birth to a

o “dear plump, little blue-eyed baby.”She and her

husband, Robert, named their newborn daughter Rachel, after

the infant’s maternal grandmother. Rachel was Maria and

Robert’s third child. At the time, Rachel’s older sister, Mar-
ian, was ten years old, and her brother, Robert Jr. , was eight.

The Scotch-Irish family lived on a 65-acre (26-hectare)
farm in Springdale, Pennsylvania. Their small, two-story
clapboard house had four large rooms, but no electricity or
indoor plumbing. A barn, a garage, a springhouse, a chicken
coop, and two outhouses surrounded it. The family kept some
chickens, as well as a pig and a horse, but Rachel’s father did
not consider himself a farmer. He had bought the land as an
investment.

Beyond the Carson home lay open pastureland, orchards
with dozens of apple and pear trees, and woods teeming with
wildlife. Rachel spent much of her childhood exploring these
areas. She and her mother often took long walks together and
shared their fascination with the beauty of the natural world.
Rachel learned birdsongs and the names of flowers. She
watched squirrels scamper up trees, chipmunks dart under

leaf litter, and deer leap with their young fawns.
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